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Litre 


Tur landed windows of Christendom the myriad 
lights of hristmas trees twinkle like stars—in memory 
of the Star that led the Wise Men. The air is harmonious with 
chimes and carols. There are greetings from near and far, 
and friendliness simplifies the problems of a care-worn world. 

A touch of Christmas makes the whole world kin. Even on 
ships at sea, in hospitals, and in penitentiaries the faces of 
the lonely, the afflicted, and the unfortunate are brighter. 
For Christmas is a radiance not merely within the home, but 
within the heart. 

The wonder of the day is the Hope of the Future, and it is 
appropriate that this season of good will—this day of promise 
—should come near the end of the year, creating anew the 
hope we require for the beginning of the year to come. 

Child in our midst. 

A Babe in a mother’s arms. 

A New Life that enriches all life and awakens again the 
glory of our race—the certainty that, despite all difficulties, 
we do not live in vain. 

And what finer symbol of the future could there be than 
a babe in arms? 

~ 
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But WE SHOULD REMEMBER, as well, that in His circum- 
stances, Jesus was one of us. He had no privileges—no “ad- 
vantages” —economic or cultural. His family was poor. He 
was brought up in a small town that offered little except a 
livelihood. 

More fortunate youths studied theology in Jerusalem or 

hilosophy in Athens. Rome was the center of the world, and 
Nateoth was among the least of an Empire's outposts. Yet 
here Jesus attended the unrivaled college of the home, and 
graduated at the carpenter’s bench. Nor had He completed 
even these courses of learning at an early age, for not until 
He was 30 had He arrived at His commencement—the be- 
ginning of the work for which He had prepared. 

Yet this long discipline as breadwinner to a family placed 
no handicaps on the genius that was His. When the time 
came for Him to go forth into the world, this Man of the 
home and the work-bench proved that He had grasped the 
essence of life more firmly than any who had lived before 
Him. It was out of an education in simplicity and duty that 
He was able to speak to the mind and conscience of the world 
as no one has spoken before or since. é 

Be 
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AND IT IS THE HOME—whether in Nazareth or elsewhere— 
that is the college most vital to our education. Here it is that 
we may learn those basic principles of love and consideration 
and duty upon which the great success of life is based. Jesus 
knew—as we must learn—what infinite trouble it takes to 
make a success of home—the humdrum of each hour of every 
day—filling lamps with oil, patching clothes, preparing meals, 
and cleaning. He knew, and had assisted in, the problems of 
the housewife, having seen how corn was ground as we grind 
coffee, how yeast was used in making bread, how new wine 
was not poured into old wine-skins. 

He had watched the lilies grow—had seen the birds build 
their nests—knew how a mustard seed was planted in the soil 
—how the mother hen gathered her chicks beneath her wing. 

And from knowing these details He was able to see the 
great essentials that for so long—and even yet, despite His 
teachings—have mystified and baffled the minds of men. 


* 


So HERE 1S CHRISTMAS once again—universal birthday 
within ourselves. After the stress and strain of the year we 
become again as little children,trusting where we had mis- 
udied~teasioles where our hearts were hard—hoping where 
hope seemed gone—laying hold of life again—knowing once 


more of the best that is to be. 
Sli 












And between friends, what happier wish 
could be expressed than— 
Merry Christmas! 













just heard something nice about you. 


That’s fine, Billy. Can you tell me what 


it was? 


Sure! Gran’ma said she isn’t lonely any more, now 


that she has a telephone in her house. 
Well isn’t that just splendid? 


Yes’m. And Mummie said a telephone’s just about 
the most useful thing anybody can have ‘cause it 


runs so many errands and everything. 


Yes, a lot of people feel that same way 
about it, Billy. 


Guess that’s right. My Daddy says telephone service is 


better today than ever before. . . . And cheap, too. 


BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM 

















TATTLE TALES 


The Song Writers: William 
Ramsell ( see page 7 ) hails from 
Ottumwa, Iowa; up to date has 
written some 30 or 40 songs—until 
now, mostly of a popular nature; 
spends half his working hours writing 
irresistible sales letters; is one of 
those fellows who’s been hiding his 
light under a—er—piano; and has 
just dashed off a new swing tune, 
“Eliza! Eliza!’ which doubtless 
you'll be hearing a lot of and about 
in a few months. 


Marguerite Gode is one of our—and 
your—favorite poets, and really 
needs no introduction to Better 
Homes & Gardens families, because her 
name and her verse have appeared 
in the magazine so frequently. She 
lives in Des Moines. 


Clifford Bloom is a teacher, writ- 
er, and arranger of music. Of 
late he’s concentrated on voice in- 
struction, but occasionally dashes 
off a song just for the fun of it. His 
articles on music-in-the-home have 
appeared in Better Homes & Gardens 
as well as other publications; and 
once, several years back, a single 
issue of BH&G carried a sprightly 
little Arbor Day song (“A Slight 
Mistake”) from his pen, an article 
on music dy him, and an article 
about him, written by another scribe. 


The Seng—What About It? 
Here’s the way it happened: Almost 
every year we’ve presented a Christ- 
mas poem to Better Homes & Gardens 
families. This year we thought it 
would be nice, and BH&G families 
would think it nice, if the poem were 
set to music. Accordingly, 6 months 
ago we slyly suggested to Marguer- 
ite Gode that she might be thinking 
about some catchy, singy, Christ- 
masy rhyme that would tell a happy 
but nostalgic Christmas story. 


MEANWHILE, among many tunes 
submitted for consideration was a 
lively “‘jingle-bell style’? number by 
the aforementioned Ramsell. A 
committee of ear-wise critics found 
they couldn’t get the haunting melo- 
dy out of their heads. But would it 
team up with the verse Poetess Gode 
had in her head? It would, she said, 
on hearing it played over; and more- 
over it would be a natural for a 
reverie-ballad sort of thing. Next 
move was a junket to Cliff Bloom’s 
studio for a bit of rearrangement, 
and the end result is the tuneful 
Christmas feature you find on page 7. 

Moreover, because there just was 
not space to display the complete 
song in the magazine, we’ve made 
it possible for you to have sheet- 
music copies. Your local music 
stores may have the song, or you can 
get it by mail from BHGG. 


IncIWENTALLY (and we swore we 
wouldn’t tell a soul about this!), 
if you’re handy with piano, harp, 
accordion, guitar, mandolin, etc., 
and you like to experiment and im- 
provise, the tune makes a catchy 
swing tune with a bit of change of 
tempo—and how can we stop you 
if you want to get frolicsome and 
swing it? But that’s off the record. 


Don Herold: When Bloomfie!d, 
Indiana, citizens first heard, in the 
hot month of July, 1889, that Orto 
F. and Clara Herold were the 
proud parents of a baby boy, little 
did they realize that one day he'd 
grow up to say clever things in print 
and draw funny pictures for the 
papers. Like his fond parents, doubt- 
less they‘had him pegged as eventual 
(1) President of the United States 
(2) Adventurer and Big Game Hunt- 
er (3) Expert on flora and fauna. 


Bur asout 1908 they discovered 
Don Herold at the Chicago Art 
Institute and in the hair of English 
and journalism professors at Indiana 
University the next four years after 
that. Result: the books aid articles 
you’ve read, the amusing sketches 
you’ve seen, and the dissertations 
on sundry subjects (including mov- 
ies) you’ve found helpful—all from 
the same hand. 

However, we're helping him make 
belated amends. The jungle-gar- 
dens article on page 26 is a long 
gesture toward satisfying Expecta- 
tion No. 3. Questionnaires inquiring 
about progress toward Bloomfield’s 
No. 1 and No. 2 forecasts haven't 
been answered as we go to press. 


Carl Maas: The author of the 
powder-room extravaganza, page 
18, writes of himself: 

“I got my first taste of printers’ 
ink in 1929, when I became manag- 
ing editor of Good Furniture Magazine. 
Previously I’d been an interior and 





Carl Maas is an editor, too 


architectural designer. In 1931 I 
resigned to found, with two other 
men, a trade paper for interior 
decorators. Unfortunately, the de- 
pression lasted longer than our capi- 
tal! I then became a free-lance de- 
signer until I re-entered publishing 
in 1936 as managing editor of Ameri- 
can Architect. 

“In March, 1938, I moved over to 
another Hearst publication as as- 
sociate editor. I have, since 1933, 
also been the critic of the advance 
class in interior design at the New 
York School of Interior Decoration.” 

Mr. Maas has also written a book 
on interior decoration for the layman. 


Reminder: Is there a note on 
your memo pad “Don’t forget to buy 
TB Association Christmas Seals”? 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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>< Sheet-music copies of the complete song, “Christmas Reverie,” for voice and piano, are available to readers of 
A, 

; | 

eals”? 


BH&G. If not obtainable in your music store, send 25c to Dept. 7212, Better Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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HAVE YOU A “NOSE” IN YOUR CELLAR? 











1. You've every reason to feel like 
a king, if you have a forced warm- 
air furnace. It gives you clean, 
economical heat. 





2. But it can do this only when 
its “‘nose”’ is in proper working 
order. (Note: Look for this “nose”’ 
in the blower of your furnace.) 











3. This “‘nose”’ is called an “air 
filter.’ It does exactly what its 
name implies. It supplies your 
furnace with clean, filtered, 
healthful air. 





4. Of course, in removing loads of 
dust and dirt from the air, this air 
filter eventually stuffs up; be- 
comes dirty. Very dirty! 





\ ’ ” 
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5. What's apt to happen then? 
Less warm air circulating in the 
house. Fuel being wasted. The 
house getting chilly. You getting 
uncomfortable. 





6. How can you fix it? Easy! All 
you do is replace the dirty filters 
with clean Dust-Stops. You get 
these Dust-Stops at your furnace 
dealer’s. 








7. You ask for ‘“‘Fiberglas* Dust- 
Stop* Air Filters.’’ They absorb 
virtually all “nuisance”’ dirt from 
circulated air. Made with pure 
glass fibers, they are safe, efficient; 
cut down house cleaning. 

















8. Make sure you have clean, 
healthful heat.Get your new Dust- 
Stops now. Easy to install. Save 
fuel. A size to fit your furnace. 





Most sizes only $1.50 each. 


If you’re not already enjoying the comfort of clean, filtered air from your 
warm-air furnace, get in touch with your furnace man and find how inexpen- 
sively an air-filtering attachment can be installed. Write for Booklet B—It’s free! 





YY 


FIBERGLAS® 


#T. M. REG. U. &S. PAT. OFF. 


USP" AIR FILTERS 


COPR. 1939-—-OWENS-CORNING FIBERGLASS CORP. 


Manufactured by Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation, Toledo, Ohio 








of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


Caricatures by Tom Carlisle 


Dre j Late this afternoon as I 
* “ worked outdoors at cov- 
ering the roses, I fell to thinking of 
how much easier I have it than lots 
of dirt gardeners. I work hard in- 
doors. Yet my life is a flexible one. 
When the days grow short and night 
comes soon, I can shift—get out to 
my garden work an hour or so ear- 
lier in the afternoon. Then at night 
I can catch up on reading classroom 
news stories or hammering at my 
typewriter. 

But the man who sits at an office 
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‘... try something this win- 
ter—glass wool as mulch’”’ 


desk or stands back of a counter in a 
store or works by a machine in a fac- 
tory and punches a time-clock must 
keep going right up to quitting time, 
summer and winter. Nor can he go 
back in the evening to finish there. 
How little time there is for him to do 
outdoor work this time of year after 
he gets home—practically none at 
all, if he lives out any distance. 


Dye 2 It was so warm this after- 
noon that I tackled the 
roses again. I’m hilling up soil 6 to 
10 inches about each one. I shed my 
coat, hung it on a bush, and went on 
with sleeves rolled up. Before the 
shades of night fell, every rose on the 
place was all bedded down for win- 
ter. This is a job, you understand, 
that needs be done before the ground 
is frozen. Most of the other covering- 
up work I won’t get at until after 
the ground has frozen hard. After 
such covering, I want it to stay 
frozen all winter. 

I’m going to try something this 
winter—glass wool as mulch. I have 
it already on hand in the garage. 
I’m pretty sure that it will beat any- 
thing I’ve ever used. I expect to 
cover a row of roses, a section of my 
new perennial bed, some of the 
mums, and some of the Canterbury- 
bells. By spring I should have a good 
idea as to its effectiveness. Reports 
from those who have used it are 
quite favorable. 

While I was working at the roses, 


along came Alexander, the duck 
that lays* eggs, and she wobbled 
right into the middle of the big per- 
ennial bed across the path. I turned 
round and, bless my soul—she was 
eating away at leaves still green on 
some of my perennials, to wit, the 
Elder’s Improved Memorial Daisy 
and Pentstemon barbatus Shell Pink. 
This latter has a more delicate shade 
than the common scarlet beard- 
tongue of midsummer from which it 
was derived. 


Outdoors this dark after- 
Dee. 6 noon to get in another 
lick of work. Sad to relate, I never 
quite finished planting that new bed 
of peonies upon which I began work 
about the middle of October. An at- 
tack of ‘flu’ and a number of week- 
end trips away from home pre- 
vented. I’m still at it, on the install- 
ment plan. 


At last I finished that 
Dec. 9 peony bed. Wait a min- 
ute, tho, that isn’t strictly accurate. 
I left space for just one more, a spot 
I consider the choicest in the bed. 
Here some day I hope to put a plant 
of Mrs. Livingston Farrand, the new 
peony that I saw at the National 
Peony Show last June. 

This is a new shade never known 
in a peony before—amazingly lovely 
and for which I have no adequate 
words to describe. The total number 
of plants in existence today is but a 
handful, since it can be increased 
only by slow division of stock from 
original plant. It can be bought, but 
when I inquired I was told that the 
price was $100 a division—and no- 
body anxious to sell at any price. No, 
I didn’t order one. I'll just leave a 
place and maybe some time when it 
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‘... our annual hegira to get 
our live Christmas tree’’ 


becomes more plentiful, and the 
price comes down, I'll have it. 


I went thru Piqua today 
Dee. /0 and stopped at Leon- 


ard’s, where I got a good many of 
my garden tools, to buy a new pock- 
et knife. Strange to say, it’s a nurs- 
eryman’s budding knife. This is 
handy for all sorts of jobs. 


I'll never be as young 
Dec. /2 again [ Turn to page 70 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 








ONT HIBERNATE-INSULATE* 


Protect your car for winter... z0w / 


Copyright 1939, by The Texas Company 


TEXACO DEALERS 2y== 


Texaco Dealers invite you to tune in The Texaco Star Theatre —a full hour of all-star entertainment — 
Every Wednesday Night — Columbia Network —9:00 E. S.T., 8:00 C.S.T., 7:00 M. S.T., 6:00 P. S.T. 


DECEMBER, 1939 —SEE.. Bene . . PAGE 71 
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IT'S NEWS TO ME! 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


By Anna Joyce Olson 


I Slotted base of this Hearth-Kit holds 
its tools non-clatter and non-slip. No 
tool disturbs another, soiled ends are 
hidden, and clinging ashes catch in the 
base for easy clean-up. No. 7 kit of 4 
solid, polished-brass tools, about $18.85 
in stores; other kits are as low as $10. 
L. R. Nelson Mfg. Co., Inc., Peoria, Ill. 


2 A light-weight, sturdy transparent 
plastic called Crystalex bows here in a 
12-inch salad or float bowl for flowers 
and in serving accessories. Bowl, about 
$4; the sandwich tongs, $2; 10-inch 
salad fork and spoon, and cake server, 
each piece $1.50. Lewis P. Weil, 90 
Church Lane, Germantown, Pa. 


3 Take the squint out of bragging about 
full-color miniature-camera shots with 
this Kodaslide Projector. It’s compact, 
about 3 x 5 x 8 inches. Just slip a 2- x 
2-inch color slide in the side slot to en- 
tertain family and friends with a screen 
view several feet wide, in color. Use any 
square white screen or card. Model /, 
with lamp, $18.50 at Kodak dealers. 


4 This Rock-a-bye Baby doll comes 
complete with crib and garments. As 
the cradle is rocked, the eyes get sleepy, 
sleepier, and finally close fast asleep! 
After each bottle of water, its wee diaper 
needs changing. Of flesh-like rubber, 11- 
inch dolly is $3. American Character 
Doll Co., 200 Fifth Ave., New York City. 


% To make silk stockings wear longer: 
here’s a hosiery-laundering unit of 





smooth glass washer; a special soap; a 
finish to give a dull, protective film; and 
a rack that—ordered by size—dries hose 
to snug fit. Trisco, $2.75 complete, or 
drying rack and tube of finish, $1.95. 
Trisco Products, Inc., Kensington & 
Allegheny Aves., Philadelphia. 


G Of painted wood, new sleigh-tray is 
nice for table fruit, breads, or holly. Or 
carry it filled with beverages or toy 
favors; a rear guard is a tray handle. 
Red, white, or green; 19-inch, $3; 21- 
inch, $3.50; 24-inch, $4—in stores. 
Mary Ryan, 225 Fifth Ave., New York. 


7Z This solid mahogany flower table 
puts a bit of growing green by your chair; 
16- x 22-inch top is large enough also for 
a lamp and a book. Table stands 27 
inches high; the recessed 4-inch-diameter 
plant pot is copper. About $12.50. 
Imperial Furniture Co., Grand Rapids. 


#% To use year after year at your yule 
scene, this créche presents in apprecia- 
tive detail the Bethlehem Stable tab- 
leau. Roof is straw-thatched; wood, 
hand split, antique light walnut finish. 
A concealed electric bulb illumines the 
Christ Child’s crib and gives soft radi- 
ance to the stable interior. This Model 7, 
19 x 21 x 15 inches, with 14 hand-colored 
molded figures, is $12.95 postpaid; with- 
out figures, $7.50. For $10.95 complete, 
or $5.50 without figures, there’s a smaller 
model for the mantel, or twin-faced for 
the dining-table. Schafhausen Co., 2652 
Bryant Ave. S., Minneapolis. 


Photographs by Edward A. Falk 
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Building & Remodeling ¢ John Normile 


@ Christine Holbrook suggests that for a 
living-room that’s also a dining-room, 
this Di-Functional table, shown in two 
views, is charming for two reasons. It has 
beautiful proportions for a table so 
versatile, and it’s an exact reproduction 
of an antique. Closed, it’s only 20°inches 
deep. With one leaf you have a 45-inch 
breakfast or card table. And with all four 
leaves its 7-foot length seats the big 10 
of your Christmas family! $89.50 in 
stores. John Widdicomb Co., Grand 
Rapids and New York. 


1@ Have fun with these miniature decal 
transfers, 2-inch size, to decorate Christ- 
mas candles, the punch cups round the 
wassail bowl, toys, Cellophane wrap- 
pings, and place-cards. Simple to apply, 
these are oil-color reproductions of hand- 
work. Sheet of 12 assorted designs, 10c 
in stores. The Meyercord Co., 5323 W. 
Lake St., Chicago. 


Il Convenient where space is too small 
to push a chair about is this boudoir stool 
with revolving seat. Consider it to put 
before a powder shelf or dressing table. 
Its finish is walnut, mahogany, or off- 
white. This model, No. S-32, in any of 
8 colors of moire is $11.50 in stores. Or 
you may send 24 yd. of your own 50- 
inch material for upholstering at $12.50. 
Dillingham Mfg. Co., Sheboygan, Wis. 


12 To keep precious record of your 
child’s changing height, here’s a So-Hi 
Growing Chart. Hang it as a plaque, 
bottom arrow exactly 2 feet 4 inches 
from the floor. With indelible ink, write 
date and weight on the correct height 
line. Chart rolls and hooks to plaque. In 
shops, or $2.05 from Functional Design 
Studios, Inc., 11 W. 42 St., New York. 


>» You may special-order a pillow de- 
signed extra wide for a twin bed. It’s 
21 x 36 inches and costs about half again 
as much as a 21- x 27-inch pillow. Avail- 
able in any pillow from the Emmerich 
Izolin Line; Burton-Dixie Corp., 2024 
South Racine Ave., Chicago. 


> Flat crystal stars, 214, 4, and 5 inches 
across, are unobtrusive candleholders 
nice for tapers for mantel or table trim; 
35c, 65c, and $1.10 each in stores. The 
Cambridge Glass Co., Cambridge, Ohio. 


>» Have you used personal post cards for 
social notes? They take a penny stamp, 
come in gray, blue, ivory, buff, green, 
white, and lavender. On one side your 
name and address are printed neatly 
across the top to match or contrast with 
the cards; 100, $2; 200, $3; 500, $4.50. 
Farragut Press, Hastings-on-Hudson, N. 


P Make candy in 4 minutes with pow- 
dered Junket Quick Fudge that comes 
to your emergency shelf in a 34-pound 
package. Just heat it with water and 
butter for fudge ready to eat, no beating! 
About 17c in stores. “The Junket Folks,” 
Little Falls, N. Y. 


Home Furnishings ¢ Christine Holbrook 
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You Can Work Miracles 
at Christmastime-22% 
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Here’s an “ism” that’s over a thousand years old—Christmas- 


ism, a sort of.Good-Samaritanism flavored by Santa Claus 


A FEW Christmases ago Judge M. A. 
Matsumo, of New York, threatened that he 
would put anybody in jail who denied there 
was a Santa Claus. 

Of course, he said it with a proper twinkle 
in his eye—but with plenty of the I-mean- 
it-spirit, too. It was really a restatement of 
Dickens’ idea that all Scrooges need a tour 
with Marley’s ghost to show them the mean- 
ing of Christmas service, Christmas surprise, 
Christmas fun and feasting. 

What the Judge might have pointed out 
was that people who play Scrooge are al- 
ready in jail. They’ve put themselves there. 

* * * 


Scrooge wasn’t a bad fellow at heart. None 
of the Scrooges are. We all have a Scroogey 
streak in us. Most of us are so driven by 
fears, anxieties, the pressure of work, and the 
like, that unless we watch our step, we’re all 
too likely to see Christmas as an amiable and 
loved guest who somehow always comes 
around at the wrong time. We'd love to see 
him when we were more at leisure—more re- 


By Wainwright Evans 


laxed; and we’re never at leisure and never 
relaxed. 

And so it’s easy to get the Scrooge attitude 
of mind, in some degree at least, and to let 
Christmas become a drain on the purse and 
the disposition instead of what it might better 
be, a renewer of the spirit. A really Merry 
Christmas doesn’t come into one’s life by 
spontaneous generation. You have to make 
it as you make a Better Home or Garden. 

Mrs. Walter B. Burnes, of St. Louis, years 
ago started relieving her loneliness in the 
absence of her son at Christmas by inviting 
homeless young men to dinner. Now she has 
so many of them that she has to rent a hotel 
dining-room to accommodate them. It’s be- 
come an old St. Louis custom. Mrs. Burnes 
knows how to make a merry Christmas. 


Don ROCCO runs a beauty parlor in 
Los Angeles. Last Christmas he gave perma- 
nent waves, manicures, and so on to a lot of 
children from the Children’s Home Society; 
and it made them look so super-attractive 
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Drawing by Arthur Sarnoff 


that a lot of them promptly got adopted into 
good homes. Don Rocco beat down, by this 
Samaritanism, any Scrooge attitude that 
might have tried to attack his mind. 

Often a whole town or a group of “‘spirit 
generators’ will get together and collectively 
delegate Scrooge to the ash heap. In Hamil- 
ton, Missouri, there’s a mysterious and 
anonymous group of ‘“‘Christmas Givers,” 
who form one of the pleasantest secret so- 
cieties we ever heard of. They leave baskets 
of Christmas food on the doorsteps of needy 
people on Christmas Eve, knock on the door, 
and then run. They concentrate particu- 
larly on wash-women, scrub-women, and 
others who probably find the going hard. 
Nobody knows who the mysterious Christ- 
mas Givers are. It might just as well be a 
national organization with a chapter in 
every town, and with the roll-call in the 
hands of the Recording Angel. 


THERE’S another organization of that 
sort, tho it isn’t secret. No reason why it 
should be. It’s the Play Mate Club, com- 
posed of about 100,000 groups of children of 
from 5 to 150 members all over the world. 
It’s sponsored by “Children’s Play Mate 
Magazine,” of Cleveland, Ohio, whose edi- 
tor, Miss Esther Cooper, directs the activi- 
ties of the club. The club members give 
plays, and have candy sales and lemonade 
stands and other money-_ [ Turn to page 45 


















2 
- 


Pd 


he etna 


shncandad sete Pere si 
_ 





Hedrich-Blessing 


t 
CurisTmas GIFTS that will add home comfort to your rooms available on I Always a welcome gift, a lithograph or etching by a well- 
every hand: A love-seat that becomes a bed, Simmons, approximate retail price known artist will add to any room’s interest a very dec- 
$50. Throw rug that comes in any size, Bigelow-Sanford, approximate retail price orative touch (Associated American Artists Inc. Ap- 
proximate retail price, $5. Framed, $8.25) 


$7, for this size 27 x 54. Side table, Tomlinson, approximate retail price $20. Coffee 
table,. Tomlinson, approximate retail price $55. Floor lamp, three-way lighting, 
Lightolier, approximate retail price $15.50. Decorative table lamp, Lightolier, Tho Provincial French in conception, such a sturdy shelf 
approximate retail price $7.95. Mirror, Charles Hall, approximate retail price $25 in birch is at home with peasant or Early-American fur- 

nishings (H. T. Cushman. Retail price, about $13.50) 


Long simple lines in the popular Regency period give us 
shelves, perfect over any Eighteenth-Century furniture 
piece (Robert W. Irwin. Approximate retail price, $26) 


A shelf anyone, from 6 to 60, would enjoy in his room for 
his very own treasures; and a pair would be ideal in the 
living-room (Imperial. Approximate retail price, $7.50) 


Odd we haven’t seen more of this before, since birds and 
plants seem so natural together for sunroom or dining- 
room (Andrew B. Hendryx. Retail price, about $8.50) 


Music’s at your elbow with this record-player that works 
with any A. C. radio. Place it next to your easy chair (Gen- 
eral Electric Co. Approximate retail price, $9.95) 


Small and compact, this Kordevon covered piano gives 
excellent music and fits neatly into any room in the home 
(Rudolph Wurlitzer. Approximate retail price, $275) 


Everyone’s carrying a radio these days. Here’s an attractive 
portable easily carried from room to room, with no plug- 
ging in (Stromberg-Carlson. Retail price, about $29.95) 


Smart idea, this electric alarm clock with small bulb illu- 
minated, translucent dial. Bulb can be bright, dim, or off. 
Nickel case, blue hands, green alarm hand, height about 
414 inches (General Electric. Retail price, about $5.95) 


What a treat for any member of the family, with more than 
one necessary for the enjoyment of the family of any size 
(Remington-Rand. Approximate retail price, $42.50) 
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This year let your gifts be treasures instead of trinkets 
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By Christine Holbrook 


Director, Better Homes & Gardens’ Home-Furnishings Department 
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Youngsters in bed, guests gone, you’ll sink luxuriously in 
this comfortable barrel armchair with its practical dark 
upholstery and sturdy frame (S. Karpen & Bros. Approxi- 
mate retail price, $55) 


For magazines, or perfect even for your loose music, this 
Honduras mahogany rack with brass casters has two 
little drawers beneath (Colonial Mfg. Co. Approximate 
retail price, $30) 


A stitch in time would be simple with this table at hand 
in living-room or bedroom. It comes in walnut or mahog- 
any veneer (Caswell-Runyan. Approximate retail price, 


$8.75) 


Just what we’ve always wanted—an end table in ma- 
hogany with a back-stop to safeguard our books. A glass 
top prevents stains (Imperial. Approximate retail price, 


$19.50) 


This. mahogany chest fits in adroitly as a bed table, yet 
houses all those little items one always wants close at hand 
in the bedroom (Drexel. Approximate retail price, $29.50) 


Different yet conservative is this Sheraton tier coffee table 
in mahogany or walnut. The inset top is glass. Lower shelf 
revolves (Imperial. Approximate retail price, $29.50) 


A decorative, modern, efficient light invades the realm of 
this charming Eighteenth-Century period. Mahogany two- 
tier table (Baker Furniture. Approximate retail price, $29) 


You'll enjoy equally in the hall or the living-room this 
birch table, honey colored, and well-shaped mirror (Hey- 
wood-Wakefield. Approximate retail price: table, $17.95; 
mirror, $18.50) 


Why call it a bachelor’s desk when anyone at all would 
love such an intriguing and space-saving piece of furni- 
ture? (Grand Rapids Chair. Approximate retail price, $45) 





















@ Instead of the usual door wreath, try this simple, easy- 
to-do, and most effective variation—a spray of juniper 
and a replica of an old ship’s lantern fastened to the 
knocker and silhouetted against the rich brown or crisp 
white of your front door. These lanterns are sold in elec- 
trical shops and department stores, and your florist has 
evergreens if you haven’t them on your home grounds 





Try something like this over your fireplace, especially » 

if it’s topped by a mirror. The small branches of ever- 

greens festooned around the mirror and across the 

mantel are bound together with small copper wire. 

Almost any figure you have can serve as a point of 

interest on the mantel. The trees are made of silver 

or red Christmas balls held by several pieces of 

copper wire up the center. We suggest copper wire 6 hoa AY), 


because it’s soft and easily worked with bare fingers iat wines 
An excellent and different treatment for any simple 

mantel is this classic arrangement of evergreen 

boughs and cones wired together and draped above 

the mantel, with more boughs and cones clustered 

about the candles and Madonna. Instead of small 

cones you might use glass Christmas-tree balls Decorations staged and photographed by John W. Barry 
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To the Whole Family 


FOR MORE CONVENIENT YEARS AHEAD 


By Carl Maas 


Crain: man, don’t you realize what 
a gift a powder room would be to her, 
to you, and to smooth-sailing family life? 

Remember when you're in the bath- 
room getting ready for work, how every 
last person in the house breaks in to get 
the soap or wash his hands or groan, 
“You still in here!” 

Remember how you come in from 
working in the garage or garden and get 
in her way washing your hands in the 
kitchen sink when she’s getting dinner, 
and how she never exactly says anything? 

Remember how it is after she has a party—how you 
can’t find anything of yours in your bedroom and how 
thick the powder is dusted over everything? 

Remember how you come home from work and find 
her all bedraggled, and she wearily explains that if she’s 
been up and dowrt'the stairs once today taking little Bob 
and Lucy to the bathroom, she’s been up and down a 
hundred times? 

Sometimes kind of takes the edge off the fun of living, 
doesn’t it? 

A powder room can smooth out these little frictions. 
Powder rooms are no end convenient. And yet conven- 
ience isn’t all. They’re another charming room in the 
home. The ladies of the bridge club love them, and 
they’re being decorated with more care and flair today 
than even bathrooms. So let this portfolio of powder 
reoms give you ideas on what they’re doing and what 
you can do. 


Bur where will you put your powder room? The best 
place is at the rear, if possible, accessible from both the 
front rooms thru the hallway and from the rear so that 
you can clean up after gardening. 

If there’s space within the house, preferably with an 
outside exposure, that’s excellent; but a vestibule-like 
addition at the rear of the stair hall most often solves the 
problem. Sometimes a vestibule in the front entrance 
with the powder room at one side is desirable, particu- 
larly if your entrance has no vestibule to begin with. 
Again, there is often space under the stair landing. Or 
sometimes an unwieldy front hall can be cut down, or 
enough space gained by modernizing a large, old-fash- 
ioned kitchen. As little as 344 by 4% feet of space is 
enough, tho a slightly larger area is better. Somehow, 
somewhere, there’s usually space. It’s a problem which 
can best be solved by your local architect or builder. 

But what a step-saving, work-saving, temper-saving 
gift a powder room will make! 





Spirited wallpapers such as this duck and 
cattail pattern are one of your best means of 
giving a powder room its decorative lift. Be- 
cause powder rooms are small, it’s wise to add 
to the apparent size by breaking the vertical 
expanse of the walls with a horizontal element 
like the high, painted dado, or wainscot, here 


If your powder room is large enough, increase 
its usefulness by adding a small dressing table 
and chair. Manufacturers now make simple, 
practical furniture especially suited for rooms 
of this type. The bold wallpaper and linoleum, 
which comes with various center designs, are in 
character with the modern lights and fixtures 
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It’s a good policy to have your lavatory in the 
most conspicuous place, so it'll attract your eye 
when the door is open. You'll find the brilliant 
new fixture colors distinctly decorative. Cabi- 
net-model lavatories that furnish toilet-article 
and towel space on racks and shelves below 
are especially suitable for small powder rooms 
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Here’s another simple way to make your powder 
room gay—dark rubber-tile flooring with a 
light border, dark fixtures against a light, 
waist-high dado, and swirling overscaled flowers 
on a dark ground. There’s sharp contrast be- 
tween these elements, and they add up to a 
treatment you're bound to be very proud of 
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Sharp color contrasts make distinctive powder 
rooms. Here, sparkling white fixtures and light 
tile floor against the dark woodwork and foliated 
paper make for a crisp, clean feeling. Today’s 
fixtures, finished by new processes, are lots 
easier to keep clean than the old ones, you'll 
be glad to know. And the drains work faster 


Especially noteworthy here is the way the 
linoleum floor is curved up to become the 
baseboard, eliminating hard-to-clean joints. 
The walls, too, are linoleum. And note that 
the dressing table here has the same clean, 
curved lines dictated by the fixtures—and that 
there are draperies to add a sophisticated note 
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Using the same sort of tile for both the floor and 
dado, as has been done here, is eminently prac- 
tical. The tiled wall behind the lavatory isn’t 
only a backstop for water splash but adds a 
fine decorative note. Note the daintily flowered 
paper, the twin lights, the built-in soap cup, 
and the towel bars on each side of the lavatory 


If you want feminine frills to offset the hand- 
some, glittering severity of modern plumbing 
fixtures and tile floor and dado, try wide ruffled 
organdy curtains, a floral wallpaper, and col- 
ored accessories. And you'll like this quiet-op- 
erating, one-piece type closet and the mother- 
of-pearl effect in the finish of the peel-proof seat 

















No GIFT problems for me this year. I’m giving 
houseplant containers and vases. They solve my 
problems easily and make sure my friends will 
be delighted. 

Flowers and plants have become important 
decorations in today’s smart home. I found this 
evidenced in a holiday market full of containers 
with new liveliness and new loveliness. Their 
beauty doesn’t depend on price, for most of them 
are well under $5. 

So if you’ve a short purse and a long list, you'll 
find something here to please him and her—a 
gift of loveliness that lasts and lasts. 


Ne. I: In the grouping up in the left-hand corner 
you’re sure to find something to please even that 
dear but difficult aunt and cranky connoisseur. 
Squat but smart, the $2 polka-dotted container 
comes with brown spots on an ivory ground, is 
ideal for a colony of hen-and-chickens. 


Ne. 2: The corseted old French bottle glows lovely 
and green in the winter light and gives water- 
growing, red-leaf wandering-Jew plenty of oomph. 
$1.50. 


No. 3: The strawberry jar suspended by natural 
leather straps, $2.50, is available in three colors— 
turquoise, yellow, or rust—and has a wrought- 
iron arm that holds it out from the wall. It’s fun 
to grow your own everbearing strawberries in it 
as the Italians do. Or fill it with sedum varieties 
or rattail cactus. 


Ne. 4: For the mantel or hall I think this splendid 
classic plant container is one of the loveliest to be 
found. It’s bound to add new smartness to that 
well-known and hard-used sarsevieria plant. It 
comes in green and white or yellow and white, 
costs $3. 


Nos. 5, 6, and 7: Gifts in the second group 
guarantee a new smartness for those popular and 
decorative hanging plants. The maple rolling pin, 
$2.50, is fun for the kitchen or breakfast nook. The 
mirror, with its chrome plant pocket, at $5.10, 
would suavely grace any hallway. And the un- 
usual old copper wall piece, about one foot long, 
$5, would be lovely in almost any room. 


Ne. 8: For the fastidious we suggest an exquisite 
gold-leafed wall bracket and classic white urn 
with gold and green decoration. Tiny peperomia 
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By Joanna Rowley 


plants or miniature French flower arrangements 
are both charming and practical in its depth. 
Bracket, $3; urn, $3.50. 


Ne. 9: A jubilant offering for the loveliest one is 
this handsome porcelain pigeon. It will gracefully 
hold flowers, fruits, or plants. It’s available at 
$3 in chalk white, powder blue, dusty pink, and 
pale green. 


Nos. 10 and Il: Only the very hardest heart 
could fail to appreciate these amusing ceramics. 
They’re newly designed by Royal Hickman and 
particularly right for a man’s desk. I’d like cactus 
or an umbrellaplant on the elephant’s back and a 
bed of baby-tears or crocus clusters around the 
colt. Colt, $1.75; dish, $1; elephant, $2. 


Neo. 12: The next three are very amusing, too. 
There’s a place for them in every room and office. 
The jolly bread-vendor (12) is a gift guaranteed to 
put a song in the heart and a twinkle in the eye. 
His basket invites a gay houseplant, such as the 
white-striped pandanus, or a bright bunch of 
flowers. Price, $4. 


Ne. 13: The colorful 
pottery boy with his 
wheelbarrow, $3.00, 
stands ready for a load of 
cactus, saintpaulia, flow- 
ers, or candy. It’s just the 
thing for those who have 
everything. 


Ne. 14: Our college 


daughters and worldlings 
will [ Turn to page 56 
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By Alfred Hottes, 


Garden Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


Weve always suspected it, and now we’re more 
positive than ever, that there’s something about a 
good garden tool that makes every home-minded 
man and woman almost pathetically eager to 
handle it, to try it out, arid finally to possess it. 

When we were collecting the tools pictured here 
for the photographer, co-workers came into our of- 
fice from all over the plant to try their heft, to push 
them, swing them, and gallop them up and down 
our carpet. And in their eyes was the excited, want- 
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Ne. 6: A cultivator is as essential to gardening as a 
mashie to golf, and like golfers, gardeners swear by 
pet cultivators and pooh-pooh all others. Mr. 
Manning is of the opinion that “if you’re going to 
have just one cultivator it should be pretty much 
like tool No. 6 rather than one of the trick gadgets. 
With four tines set at right angles to a regular hoe- 
length handle, it breaks the soil up well, can be 
used with a chopping stroke or pulled thru, and 
can be worked close to plants.’’ About $1.15. 
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ing look of a small boy picking out a new football. 


Seeing them, listening to them, watching them Ne. 3: One of my own favorites is cultivator and 


cut up all our memo pads with the pruning shears, 
we were sure we were making no mistake in urging 
you to give garden tools this Christmas. Tools are 
an unexpected gift, a different gift, and all the 
better for it. 

If you select the tools we show here, or similar 
good ones, you needn’t fear, that you’ll pick out an 
unessential tool. Every one of them does an es- 
sential job and every one of them has been rec- 
ommended by one or more of our regular outdoor 
gardening guide authors, Harvey Bicknell, John 
Van Dyke Manning, and Peter D. Nielsen—prac- 
ticing horticulturalists, all of them. 

Retail prices vary a little with communities, but 
in most instances they’ll be the prices we quote. 
But about the tools: 


Teols No. I and 2: No matter how much Sat- 
urday work you accomplish on your place, you’re 
a backsliding neighbor if you don’t clean up neatly. 
For cleaning up dirt, leaves, grass clippings, and 
shrub trimmings off succulent grass without injur- 
ing it isn’t easy. But there’s a rubber-toothed rake 
(No. 2) out now which, says Mr. Bicknell, ‘‘adjusts 
itself to the irregularities in the ground and rakes 
clean without tearing.” Bicknell likes best the 
20-inch size, $1.50. . . . Then there’s the new 
adjustable rake-and-broom (No. 1). Slide the 
adjustable cross-bar up to the position shown and 
it spreads the flexible spring-steel fingers wide for 
sweeping up garden trash; slide the cross-bar 
down to where the fingers begin to curve and you 
have a stiff-pronged rake for scarifying and for 
working over cultivated beds. About $1.50. 


* Manufacturers like you to buy from your 
retailers. But if you can’t find these indoor 
and outdoor gardening gifts in your commu- 
nity, we’ve listed their mail-order sources for 
you at the end of these articles. 


weeder No. 3. It’s especially good for cultivating 
rows because the spread of the three prongs is 
adjustable, and because the two outside ones can 
be removed and the remaining one used as a sharp 
finger for close-in work. $1.10. 


Ne. 4: The most velvety lawn in the world looks 
no more dressed up than an unshaven man until 
it’s neatly edged along walks, flower beds, and the 
driveway. (And by edging along walks, we don’t 
mean digging a war trench.) One highly recom- 
mended type of edger is the half-moon one, whose 
shape makes the 9-inch-wide blade cut with little 
pressure. $1.25. 


Ne. 5: A second edger notable for the speed with 
which it gets things done is this No. 5. Its winged 
blade is sharpened on all edges except the top so 
that it cuts sod free both horizontally and vertical- 
ly when pushed along in short strokes. When tilted 
and used along walks, it cuts a clean V-shape 
groove between the lawn and walk. Price, $1.35. 
Included in the photograph is a handy-but-not- 
necessary “‘stripper blade”’ which sells for 25 cents 
and, when clamped on the edger blade as shown, 
pushes the turf away from the newly cut edge. 


Ne. E2: An edger Mr. Bicknell highly recom- 
mends is this one-wheeled mowing shear which, 
instead of ditching along walks and curbs and 
drives, picks up the flat-lying and overhanging 
grass and trims it into a straight, neat line. You 
push it along like a lawnmower, and a single blade 
like half of a sheep shear slips under and lifts the 
grass, and revolving blades snip it off. $9.75. 


No. 7: Here’s the ideal gift for the man with fruit 
trees and berry bushes—lopping shears. They’ll 
slice off a good big branch and cut close without 
leaving stubs that can’t heal. $3.50. [ Turn to page 50 
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Atop the graceful hanging shelf, reproduced from an old French 
piece, resides an antique violin aqua-colored bottle and a pressed- 
glass cruet. Below, a pair of tiny brass candlesticks flank a little 
Victorian china vase, ideal for miniature flower arrangements. 
Beside them, adroitly camouflaged, is a box made of ancient 
leather-bound books, hollowed out to form a secret compartment 
with concealed lock. For the lower shelf were chosen an old brass 
+e teakettle with porcelain handle and a glass toothpick-holder 
now used for tiny flower groupings. The old cherry sewing table 
brings together a modern Christmas decoration and an old 
Sheffield tea caddy. On one side stands a reproduction of an old 
French candlestick table, its shelves holding diminutive animals; 
on the other side is a genuine old black stenciled Hitchcock chair 


Mrs. Olive Beaupre Miller, Chicago Better 
Homes & Gardens reader, assembled this 
Victorian grouping for a hall. The walnut 
chest is one of the nicest of its kind. Above 


hangs a choice old mourning picture, “Wrought 
by Sophie Barney,” in which the bereaved 
wife leans disconsolately against the tomb of 


| her late spouse in a wonderful “well, what 


next” pose, with Cupid in attendance. Quaint 
husband and wife miniatures hang at either 


side over walnut side chairs upholstered in 


blue antique velvet echoing the blue in the 
Oriental rug. Standing guard over quaint por- 
celain vases, their delicately applied flowers in 
natural colors edged with gold, is a dog, its 
wood aged to a warm golden brown. On the 
bead-fringed table rests a rose swirl jar, once 
so popular for treasuring dried rose petals 


Out of delighted hours of rummaging thru an- 
tique hide-aways grew this enchanting fire- 
place group. The pine shovel, smoothed down 
with loving care, once scooped potatoes in a 
country store. Firelight dances on an old brass 
pail piled high with fire cones. Candle stand 
and hinged butler’s table are good reproduc- 
tions; the old Victorian “corset” chair is a 
true antique. Currier and Ives prints, framed 
in natural pine, form a rich background for the 
Staffordshire Lad and Lassie in creamy tones 
with details in color. On either side—old regis- 
ter English brass candlesticks and twin luster 


| jugs gleam thru philodendron leaves. The 


charming flower container on the table is an 


| old sugar bowl minus its cover. The long cig- 


aret dish once belonged to an old wash set, and 


the ash tray to a set of glass sauce dishes 


s 
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: he Skipper backed the car and swung 
into the lane. ‘‘ Now, remember,”’ he warned. 
“If you can’t use it, don’t buy it!” 

With this precious bit of advice ringing in 
my ears, | embarked on the first of countless 
antique hunts which have led me into fasci- 
nating highways and byways all over the 
country, and which have filled our house 
with lovely things that have a charm money 
alone can’t buy. 

By nature, I’m not a collector. I’ve been 
able to view my friends’ assortments of 
pressed glass, bottles, old buttons, and Ben- 
nington ware without a single twitch of am- 
bition to go forth and do likewise. Two 
hundred open salts, arranged meticulously 
in a lighted glass cabinet, leave me as cold 
as a frozen potato. For the life of me, I 
can’t see how anyone could use two hundred 
open salts. And my thrifty Scotch soul is 
appalled at what it must have cost their 
present owner in time, energy, and cash to 
accumulate them. 

I’ll confess, however, to being an invet- 
erate antiquer. There’s a world of difference 
between an “antiquer’”’ and a “‘collector.” 
Collectors are specialists. They’ve developed 
far beyond the mere antiquing stage, and 


have concentrated their knowledge, atten- 
tion, and interest on one or two subjects to 
the exclusion of all else. A friend of mine 
who collects paperweights goes thru an 
antique shop like a bird dog after quail. She 
has eyes and ears for nothing but paper- 
weights. I trail after her like a happy little 
mongrel, sniffing busily among the miscel- 
laneous junk that drives a dyed-in-the-wool 
antiquer into a frenzy of excitement. 

To me, old ornaments have greater charm 
than new ones, because they’ve lived inti- 
mately with people and have mellowed with 
the years. They slip so easily and simply into 
compatible surroundings that you’re scarce- 
ly aware of them as individual objects, but 
as part of a picture that delights your eye 
and soothes your soul. 


Bur old things, to be effective, should be 
used. They were created to be used. To me, 
a whole cabinetful of Staffordshire teapots 
isn’t half as beautiful as a teapot I picked 
up for 25 cents in a dusty little shop. Mine 
has a hole in one side, invisible because [ 
always keep that side turned to the wall. 
It’s a heavenly deep pink print on an old 
ivory ground. Sometimes | Turn to page 60 
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What more welcome Christmas 
present for a house than weather 
strips on all outside doors? Floor drafts 
will be a reminiscence, fuel bills less. 
When summer comes, the protection 
will be useful because driving rains can’t 
seep under the door. It isn’t a difficult 
job to have done. Be sure there’s a good 
bronze interlocking type at the thresh- 
old, and well-fitted units at the jambs. 


Statistics show as many accidents 
happen in the home as on the high- 
way. One of the chief hazards is a danger- 
ous stair to basement and attic. Cele- 


brate the prevention of any tragedy in: 


your family by building safe stairs with 
an “‘easy”’ rise. It takes less time to build 
a stair than to mend a leg. Make hand 
rails firm, and consider non-slip ma- 
terial for treads. 


m A gift for the house if there ever was 
one, but also for everyone from 
Tiny Tim to Granddad. A thermostat’s 
easy to install, and the small cost will be 
offset by the saving in fuel. No more 
alternate torrid and frigid spells in mid- 
winter. No more frantic dashes to the 
basement because a sudden wind has 
made the fire “‘burn thru.” Put the ther- 
mostat in the living-room—not the hall. 


Merry Christmas 








Christmas cheer above the front 

door is a good idea for every day 
in the year—by way of a welcoming light. 
You’ll put the light of gladness in the 
heart of every member of the family, not 
to mention after-dark visitors. If you’ve 
a light over the door already, present it 
to the garage and give the house a really 
handsome one. If friends are building a 
new house, what more appropriate gift? 


Only a boys’ dormitory can get 

along indefinitely without full- 
length mirror doors. The wife or daugh- 
ter who has been seeing herself only in 
segments will laud this gift, and it won't 
be as expensive as you think. There are 
stock mirror doors of all sizes and prices. 
The present closet door can be used on 
that basement closet you’ve meant to 
make for the past three years. 


Stock materials will make the 

neatest of vestibules, useful year 
round. Corners can be 4 x 4 posts, win- 
dow openings stock sizes so that storm 
sash can go up in winter, screens in sum- 
mer. Doors can have an interchangeable 
panel—glass for winter, screen for sum- 
mer. A little planning will make it a 
desirable addition and prevent its seem- 
ing an ungainly afterthought. 
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s| to Your Home 


By Architect Peter Stuyvesant, J 
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front VW A bay in the kitchen or dining- x Heigh-ho for the extra chimney! It 
day room will make the holiday mem- will add blessings from basement to 
ight. orable for years to come. For what can bedroom. A game-room fireplace or a 
. the make a room seem more different, more basement incinerator will make good use 
, not roomy, more sunny! Don’t think you of one flue. While the mason is about it, 
yu’ve have to dig foundations, because the bay have a first-floor fireplace—or if there’s 
nt it can begin at the grade and slope out- already one, enjoy a bedroom fireplace. 
eally ward, or can be held up by brackets just The boost in home value will more than 
ng a below the sill. Plan it for stock windows; equal the cost. Stock mantels are at an 
gift? and if the roof be flat, use copper. all-time high in good taste. 
get A surprise for yourself as well as XI The men in the family will not 
full- every friend—a new entrance. ‘“‘We only be good ‘“‘jes’ before Christ- 
ugh- couldn’t believe it was the right house,” mas’’ but the whole year as well, if they 
ly in callers will say. And you'll fumble for the have a workbench and some tools. Add- 
fon’t key with pride and wonder that you ing the latter solves the annual query of 
are didn’t build it long ago. Leading mill- what to give Big and Little Bill. Prob- 
ices. work companies have recently designed lem-children become productive handy 
1 on some stunning entrances, priced at less men with a little encouragement. If you 
t to than a mediocre entrance would have have the workbench, remember that 
cost you not over a dozen years ago. lathes and electrical tools are perfect gifts. 
the Picnic suppers on trays in the game vi A sewing machine makes the 
year room, in front of the fire, or out home complete, but the finishing 
win- in the garden—good fun if you have the touch at Christmas is to provide a com- 
orm trays and know where to keep them. If _ plete nook. Doors give access to the work- 
um- you’re building a new kitchen or re- space, windows, and drawers under the 
able modeling, there’s a stock unit available counter. On the inside of the doors above 
um-+ 12 inches wide, 24% deep, and the usual the counter there can be trays. Above 
it a 3 feet high. Dividers are adjustable. If there can be another pair of doors, be- 
emi- your present kitchen needs tray-storage hind which are shelves. Don’t forget 
combine ingenuity with a few cleats. to provide good lights for night work. 
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Gardening an American Jungle 


Here’s a hobby with monkeys in it! Two men had an 


! idea—and saved a botanical maze fer posterity 


By Don Herold 
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There’s a_ peaceful, gripping 
beauty about these gardens that’s 
probably not duplicated any- 
where on this continent. Cer- 
tainly they’re not to be con- 
fused with the Everglades, far- 
ther south, with their depressing 
monotony. There’s nothing mo- 
notonous about the McKee Jun- 
gle. Below: part of the extensive 
lily pool, an outstanding feature 
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en and gardening a jungle seems 
a strange hobby, and few people will believe 
that such a hobby is possible right here in 
America. But jungle “collecting” happens 
to be the chief happiness of two wealthy 
Floridians, and they have found their jungle- 
land without journeying beyond American 
shores. 

Certain sections of Florida were once lush 
with tall, tangled, virgin jungle; but most of 
this wild growth has fallen before the ax of 
the orange-grower and subdivider. 

However, two residents of the Indian 
River section of Florida were, some years 
ago, seized with the impractical impulse of 
preserving a large tract of this glorious 
exotic section, and the result is a public 
jungle garden which thrills thousands of 
Florida visitors every year. (It’s on U. S. 
Highway No. 1, three miles south of Vero 
Beach.) 

Waldo E. Sexton and Arthur G. McKee, 
two large-scale orange-growers, happen to 
have a streak of idealism, or fun or folly, call 
it what you will, or otherwise McKee Jungle 
Gardens might, by this time, have been just 
another profitable eighty-acre orange grove. 
That was its destiny, until one of them said, 
“Let’s don’t. Let’s save this jungle for pos- 
terity.” Then and there was born their 
hobby, and it has been their consuming 
interest for many years. 


Dr. LUDWIG DIELS, of the Berlin Bo- 
tanical Gardens, after visiting this Florida 
East Coast botanical maze, said that one 
would have to travel 2,500 miles to find all 
of the plants now assembled in the McKee 
collection. 

This Florida jungle, of which this “‘sam- 
ple” is one of the few remaining patches, 
and perhaps the only accessible one, in all 
Florida, isn’t to be confused with the Ever- 
glades. The Everglades farther downstate 
are low and wide and monotonous and per- 
haps a bit depressing. This real, pristine 
Florida fastness is thick with cathedral-like 
palms, fascinating with intertwining, exotic 
overgrowth and undergrowth, soothing in 
its lush greenery, and just terrifying enough 
in its thick, dark, mysterious depths to give 
the visitor a dramatic “‘kick.”’ 

“We wanted to save a large, typical area 
of the richest Florida jungle before it was all 
destroyed by fire or cultivation,’ says Waldo 
E. Sexton, one of the two men who are re- 
sponsible for this weird wonderland. “‘Most 
of it is rapidly going for orange and grape- 
fruit groves, for the soil is naturally the 
most desirable in all Florida. 

“We have seen too many examples of 
wanton destruction of natural beauty in 
America. I can recall, to draw an example 
from bird life, that it’s an historical fact that 
eighty years ago migrations of passenger 
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“The real, pristine Florida fastness is thick with 
cathedral-like palms and fascinating with inter- 
twining, exotic overgrowth and undergrowth. . . . 
Never before had I stepped so deeply into the 
heart of Nature. Here was no ordinary walk into 
the woods, or visit to prim and civilized botanical 
gardens, or stroll in Central Park. Here I felt, 
rather, that I—somewhat of a decadent city feller 
—was closer to God than I'd been in all my life” 


pigeons in the Mississippi Valley were so 
heavy that they darkened the sky for hours, 
and broke down the trees when they rested. 
Men would shoot them, net them, club 
them. Yet, recently, Nature Magazine of- 
fered $5,000 for a live passenger pigeon, and 
none could be found.” 

I recently visited McKee Jungle Gar- 
dens, myself, and could hardly believe that 
1 was still in America. I thought that such 
exquisite garden scenes were to be glimpsed 
only by fortunate travelers, from the back 
of a waddling elephant, on the estates of 
some Indian maharajah, or with a safari 
into the twisted savannahs of some well-nigh 
impenetrable equatorial wildland. 

As for me, believe me that I prefer my 
jungle adventures afoot, thus, on soft, safe, 
sawdust paths, free from buzzing tsetse 
flies, and with no savage head-hunters lying 
in wait for me around the next bend, and 
no obligation to stick in a rolling upper 
berth on the back of an elephant. 


THe outstanding sensation of my visit to 
the McKee Gardens was that never before 
had I stepped so deeply into the heart of 
Nature. Here was no ordinary walk into the 
woods, or visit to prim and civilized botani- 
cal gardens, or stroll in Central Park. Here 
I felt, rather (and I say it reverently), that 
I was closer to God than I’d ever been in all 
my life. And I say this, who am something of 
a decadent city feller, not accustomed to 
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Not only flora but fauna abound 
in this Florida beauty spot. The 
gardens are interesting no mat- 
ter from what point of view you 
look at them—biological, ro- 
mantical, or horticultural. An- 
thropoids of several varieties chatter at you 
from the trees, and it’s an ideal natural-life refuge 


squealing over flora and fauna, or to going 
into ecstasies over ferns or lilies. 

The introduction into the gardens is thru 
an arched conservatory called the “‘Corri- 
dor,”’ dark and cool and fragrant with vines. 
The passage from civilization to savage 


jungleland is made somewhat gradual for 


the visitor, with the purr of his motor car 
still in his veins. At the end of the Corridor 
is a still somewhat formal sunny garden with 
bright green grass and brilliant flowers and 
lustrous lagoons surrounded by a loose cir- 
clet of robust, towering Royal Palms, inter- 
spersed with brightly blooming shrubs. 

But straight ahead is the entrance to the 
real jungle, a long vista dead ahead, nar- 
rowing like a great funnel into the forest 
vastness. 

Before entering this funneling trail, the 
visitor glimpses to the left an extensive lily 
pond, for one of the sub-hobbies of Arthur 
G. McKee and Waldo E. Sexton is the accu- 
mulation, within the gardens, of the world’s 
most varied waterlily col-[ Turn to page 44 


Who is there to say this isn’t a genuine mushroom? 
It’s a giant, anyway, and there A RE many unusual 
species of plant life in the mysterious depths of the 
McKee Jungle Gardens located near Vero Beach, 
Florida. Extra-curricular attraction: Delores Cook 
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It’s hustle and bustle 


In Christmas-Tree Town, 


With bright little sleighs 


Rushing up hill and down, 


And plump little drivers 


That whistle and shout, 


As they hurry and scurry 


And tumble about. 


hi. 


te 


It’s see-saw and tick-tack 


And wind in and out 


Bright ribbons of rainbows 


With stars strung about. 


It’s climb up and fall down 


And hammer your thumb. 


It’s yodel and carol 


And whistle ard hum. 
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A stery in verse for boys and girls—and their fathers and mothers, by Karen Lee 


Their sharp little axes 
Go chippery chop, 
As deep in the forest 
The little trees drop. 
Then off to the workshop, 
Where elves are at play, 
Retrimming the branches 


To make them more gay. 


These gay little creatures 
The whole season thru 
Are plotting and planning 


A present for you— 


From deep in the forest 


A pine tree so gay 
It will lighten and brighten 


Your whole Christmas day. 








THE SOUP 


MOTHER GAVE UP MAKING 


ATISFACTION beamed in 

Mother’s face whenever 
she turned out a fine kettle 
of vegetable soup. And when 
the long task of preparing 
it was over, the praise of 
her: family, as she ladled it 
out, made all her work worth 
while. So it may have been 
with the shade of a sigh, that 
Mother one day stowed away 
her soup kettle. 


You see, she had watched 
her friends, one by one, turn 
toCampbell’sVegetable Soup, 
and Mother began to wonder. 
Finally she tried it. When 
she found it as homey and as 
good as her own, and her fam- 
ily’s tribute just as hearty, 
then common sense stepped 
in. Mother stopped making 
her own soup. Now she serves 


Campbell’s! 
THE TREND IS TO CAMPBELL'S 


There are thousands and 
thousands of mothers like her 
—modern women who ac- 
knowledge that Campbell’s 
Vegetable Soup is as delicious 
as theirs, and as nourishing. 
It should be! Its vegetables 
(15 different kinds) are picked 
in gardens at their crisp and 
luscious prime. Its stock is 


simmered from fine beef till 
it’s filled with tempting fla- 
vor. And when it comes from 
the kettles at Campbell’s 
kitchens, it’s almost a meal 
in itself—inviting, substan- 
tial, downright good! 


PLAN TEMPTING MENUS 
Here's One 


Campbell's Vegetable Soup 


for lunch: 


Poached Eggs on Spinach 
Bread and Butter 
Baked Apple 
Milk 


And one for dinner: 


Campbell's Vegetable Soup 


Cream Chipped Beef and 
Mushrooms in Rice Ring 


Buttered String Beans 
Spiced Crab Apples 
Bread and Butter 
Gingerbread Banana Shortcake 
Coffee Milk 


Campbell’s Vegetable Soup 
makes meal-planning easy. 


Keep it always on hand! 


What woman 1 


LOOK FOR THE RED-AND-WHITE LABEL 
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Plan Gay Tables—Good Food. It’s easy 
to set your holiday tables with a dash 


of tradition and a touch that’s unique 


By Fae Huattenlocher 
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Were having the jolliest, easiest Christmas party this year! 
Everything’s ready—the holly and mistletoe ordered, just to make 
sure. And the big surprise will be the Christmas table. That’s 
planned, too, for it’s to be the climax of the day’s celebration. 

We may have loads of guests, or it may be just family. But it’s 
the atmosphere that does it. The festive board must be truly fes- 
tive. As for money—forget it! It’s good taste, imagination, and 
ingenuity that count. 

Let’s have simple foods, well cooked and gaily presented, not 
elaborate courses that tie us in knots at the last minute. Let’s 
have our table a real Christmas thriller—gleaming with holiday 
glamour, laden with yuletide fare, rich with friendly welcome and 
gracious hospitality. 


Does Your Crowd say “Happy Holidays” and “‘Cheerio”’ with Christ- 
masy food gifts? If not, why don’t you set the style this season? A fellow 
doesn’t have to be a gourmet to glee over a choice assortment of cheeses 
or a basket of fruit, a box of perfect walnut or pecan halves, or an array of 
homemade cookies and candies. And look what can be done! Here a lucky 
lady assembles her gifts—and her Christmas buffet is set up for all thru 
the holiday week. Three dishes together forma Sweetmeat Tray for dried 
fruits, homemade candies, and nutmeats. Bottles of cranberry juice go 
into the punch bowl. Even the fruit cake comes from a can. Her cloth, 
of two tones of red felt, might just as effectively be red crepe paper or an 
inexpensive textile. Instead of the old copper tray, a mirror could reflect 
the loveliness of holly and evergreen. 


# Red-and-White Candy Canes set a gay new fashion for Christmas 
tables. They’re simple, too. Place 24-inch white candles in low glass hold- 
ers. Tie five 15-inch candy canes around each with a handsome red satin 
bow. Radiate nine 12-inch canes at the base. The cloth? Just red-and- 
white striped bias bands of glazed chintz stitched to a plain white panel. 
Or use red-and-white Christmas wrapping paper instead of chintz. It’s a 
perfect setting for jellied Christmas Plum Pudding topped with a mold 
or an assembly of individual molds of clear red gelatine. Each guest 
shifts his finger bowl above his plate, then the quivery pudding is passed. 
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# From Kindergarten Kiddies to grandpas and grandmas, they’ lI thrill 
over this starry, popcorn-Santa table, its shiny boots full of Christmas 
crackers and jolly dime-store presents. Shape Santa from popcorn-ball 
mixture. Cranberries give him eyes, nose, and buttons. Then string them 
on toothpicks for arms. A slice of date makes the mouth. Circle with 
apples and popcorn balls. Name each one’s place with cinnamon drops; 
stand holiday cookies on toothpicks; be gay with red-paper napkins, red- 
glass goblets ana plates. By each ice-cream cup tuck a mistletoe sprig. 


@#Lend Yuletide Charm to your little mince pies with a pastry 
wheel for the zigzag edge. Serve them on gold doilies—just metal- 
foil paper punched—on red-glass plates with matching goblets 
and heat-resistant red-glass coffee cups. The cloth is of rich green 
burlap fringed with tiny cones. For making the pine-cone 
candelabra, follow directions on page 35. 


Christmas Parties, magic in the air, and even the tables are full 
of excitement! Here’s one for the dessert bridge that’s wrapped, 
tied, and stickered like a huge gift box. Several in a room are 
astonishingly smart and ever so easy to make. Use eleven feet of 
26-inch width white paper to wrap around the card-table’s legs, 
with a strip across the top. Red Cellophane, 6 inches wide, forms 
the ties and bows. Cut a 20-inch knee slit in the white paper on all 
sides, directly under the Cellophane ribbon. Gold-star stickers in 
three sizes and red-glass goblets and plates form a radiant back- 
ground for delectable snowball desserts. Ever made them? Just two 
small cupcakes, bottoms stuck together with a generous spread of 
white frosting. Frost all over; roll in moist grated coconut; top with 
a tiny red candle. Give folks a choice of hot coffee or chocolate. 


Additional Table Settings on Page 43 





List of Table Accessories on Page 53 
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I For a prompt New Year, Santa suggests an electric 
kitchen wall clock. Self-starting, with 534-inch dial, it’s 
easy to read; $3.95. Westclox, LaSalle, Ill. 

2A radio only 61% inches wide, nice for the kitchen; 
$6.95. Noblitt-Sparks Industries, Inc., Columbus, Ind. 


3 Matched cleanliness! Glamour Box has a pair each of 
bath towels, terry hand towels, washcloths; and a bath- 
mat; $3.95. Cannon Mills, Inc., 70 Worth St., New York. 


4 To inspire pick-up, this 18-inch towel bar, $2.80; 
mount the 8-inch chrome rail near your kitchen sink to 
hold a hand towel; $2.20. Gerity-Adrian Mfg. Corp., 320 
Logan St., Adrian, Mich. 

The dish towels are Martex Dry-Me-Dry, 4 of a pattern, 
neatly packaged, at leading stores. : 
5 A bright little 4-inch mahogany or maple alarm clock, 
brass trim! Set it to tinkle or call sharply. Deft, $4.95. 
Seth Thomas Clocks, Thomaston, Conn. 


G Black or burgundy fitted leather sewing box, color- 
lined, is 8 x 544 x 3% inches, to carry where dexterous 
fingers fly; $7.95. J. Wiss & Sons Co., Newark, N. J. 
7 Costing but a penny a week to burn, new all-night 
lamp guides sleepy toes; $4.75. Or flower bulb for any 
socket, $1.50. Aerolux Light Corp., 653 11 Ave., New York. 
&% Cheery chrome-on-copper kettle whistles when the 
water boils. Its vertical design saves range space; 214 
qts., about $2. Revere Copper & Brass, Inc., Rome, N. Y. 
® Bake and serve food in this aluminum casserole. 
Uncovered, it’s a fruit bowl. Wear-Ever, 134 qts., $2.25. 
10 Water held in this electric iron becomes a steam 
cushion as the iron glides. Laundry requires no damp- 
ening. Wool is pressed on the right side without a pressing 
cloth; $9.95. Steem Electric Corp., St. Louis, Mo. 

Il. To cook, broil, bake, or fry, an electric roaster! General 
Electric DeLuxe, $21.95; broiler-griddle, $6.95. 

12 KitchenAid quiet power and unique planetary mixing 
action are retained in this new low-cost, many-use food- 
mixer; $29.95. The Hobart Mfg. Co., Troy, Ohio. 

133 Chrome and white ice-crusher, stainless-steel blades 
that crush lumps or cubes, fine or coarse; Ice-O-Mat, 
$3.95. Matching fruit-juicer, Juice-O-Mat, $3.29. Rival 
Mfg. Co., 307 Westport Road, Kansas City, Mo. 

14 Hollow-ground knives, chef's delight! The 5-tool unit 
at right, $9.35; complete as shown, $17.50. Dexter, Rus- 
sell Harrington Cutlery Co., Southbridge, Mass. 


15 A practical Santa selects this sweeper with new, 
easy emptying feature; $6.95. Bissell’s “Flight”; Bissell 
Carpet Sweeper Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 

16 Set a heat-proof glass saucepan before your queen! 
It has lock-on lid, pouring lip, and handle comes off to 
store or to serve food. Pyrex Brand Ware, $1.95. 

17 This 8-inch, non-marring rubber Frigidette preserves 
ice cubes, is unbreakable. White or color, $3.50. Rubatex 
Distributors, Inc., 2410 Graybar Bldg., New York. 

18 Give these 10-0z., clay onion-soup servers, fine to bake 
and serve the main dish of many menus; 6, postpaid, $3.75. 
Hammacher Schlemmer, 145 E. 57 St., New York. 

19 Early American, a 2-piece hurricane lamp, chimney 
10 inches high, a pair, $3. All Fostoria glass dealers. 
20 Neatly compact, this Toastmaster DeLuxe Toast ’n 
Jam Set takes but 11- x 1514-inch table space, has yellow 
pottery jars; $17.95. McGraw Electric Co., Elgin, Ill. 
21 An after-dinner coffee set pleasingly sturdy, the 
Hawaiian Flowers design, by Don Blanding. Set of 6, with 
pot, $7.55; any of 4 colors. Vernon Kilns, Los Angeles. 
22 Lightweight, non-stain, 21-inch walnut plywood tray 
has burnished brass trim, inlaid motif. WK215, $5.95. 
Haskelite Mfg. Corp., 208 W. Washington St., Chicago. 
23 Etched into this non-tarnishing, 18-inch platter’s 
silvery luster are starry constellations; $12.50. Your own 
dealer or Kensington, Inc., New Kensington, Pa. 

24 Midget set of creamer, sugar, and butter or ash dish 
(on top) for the breakfast tray, a nook, or a bridge table; 
$2.25. Duncan & Miller Glass~Co., Washington, Pa. 
25 For tossed salad, a generous, 13-inch bowl, green 
trim; in stores or $4 f. o. b. Fork and spoon set, $1. Robin- 
hood Wood Products, Inc., 1259 E. 33 St., Los Angeles. 
26 Victoria pattern, Syracuse China; 53-pc. service for 
8, about $39.30. Onondaga Pottery Co., Syracuse, N. Y. 
27 “Forever” pattern silverware’s first Christmas! A 
dramatically simple, purposeful design; 37-pe., for 8, 
$42.50. Community Plate, Oneida Ltd., Oncida, N. Y. 
28 A gladsome gift that’s most practical, this 72- x 90- 
inch Antoinette pattern, linen-color lace dinner cloth; 
$4.95. From The Scranton Lace Co.; in stores. 

29 Twin-O-Matic bakes 2 full-sized waffles at a time. 
Everyone eats without waiting. Turn dial for brownness 
you like; $16. Manning, Bowman & Co., Meriden, Conn. 
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS: Aca ; 


the gala season at your house runs the way it does at 
most, you’re needing tips right now for those intimate 
family affairs that fall between the red-letter company 
meals. Which adds up to plenty of good eating, things 
not too hearty, dishes easy to prepare. 

Favorite foods with just a few new touches is our mot- 
to. So we’ve schemed a family Gift-Opening Breakfast, 
then one of those lazy morning meals, with each arrival 
conjuring up his own from a Christmasy buffet. If one 
breakfast calls for something more festive, stage a Break- 
fast Grill—different but simple. Lastly, with the young 
fry home from school, there’ll be tree-trimming. So make 
that the occasion for the jolliest homecoming dinner of 
all, sprinkled with holiday surprises, joyous with the 


CEREAL OR 
VEGETABLE 


MAIN DISH 


<a eu ee <a tee ae ee 


Shirred Eggs 
Ham Cozys 


Cereal Bowl 
Cream 


How to Do: Timed for a Gift-Opening Breakfast. Don’t 
be fooled, Shirred Eggs are easy—just bake them. Com- 
bine 14 pound ground, boiled ham with 14 cup cracker 





Bowl of Buttered 
Bite-Size Cereal 


Breakfast Grill 
Eggs, Creamed and 
Scrambled 


How to Do: You want to have all his and all your rela- 
tives during the holidays. You decide on a New Year’s 
buffet breakfast—late, of course. The electric grill turns 


English Muffins 
Orange Marmalade 


Walnut Puffs* 
Hot Golden Toast 


spirit of family Christmas.—J. G. 


ACCOMPANIMENT FRUIT—DESSERT NICE TO SERVE 
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Milk 
Coffee 


Honeyed Apricots 


crumbs and 3 tablespoons milk. Press into greased muf- 
fin pans. Break an egg in each. Bake in moderate oven. 
For a merry mix-up put 2 or 3 kinds of cereal in a big bowl. 





2 yee — 


Coffee 
| Raspberry Jam 
| Peach Marmalade 


Fruit Cup—Grape- 
fruit and Orange 
Sections 


out sausages, Canadian and regular bacon, indefinitely. 
Casserole and chafing dish offer eggs. The percolator 
bubbles faithfully. Hurrah, the toaster is automatic. 





Whole-Wheat Waffles Crisp Cereal Flakes 
Maple Sirup ] Top Milk 


How to Do: This schedule-buster breakfast from 7 till 
noon is a holiday orgy for schoolsters. ““Cook your own” 
ad libs the waffle iron, grill, and coffee-maker. Cut un- 


| Grilled Finger 
Bacon Pineapple Juice 


Tomato Juice or | Cocoamalt 


cooked bacon strips in half for finger eating. Cook 1% 
cups brown sugar and 4 cup water 3 to 4 minutes. Add 
14 teaspoon maple flavoring and 1 tablespoon butter. 





Glazed Sweets 
Buttered Peas 
Creamed Onions 


Roast Chicken 
Oyster Stuffing 


How to Do: Candy canes are tagged with guest names 
at this Christmas table. The fowl is surrounded with 
sprays of kumquats and green-pepper cups. Precook 


Yuletide Salad 
French Dressing 
Butterflake Rolls 


Mincemeat Puddings* Hot Consommé 
Taffy Apples Olives—Celery 
Popcorn Balls 


green-pepper halves in boiling water; fill lightly with ex- 
tra stuffing. Bake. Salad? Cook thick apple wedges in cin- 
namon-candy sirup; chill. Alternate with avocado slices. 











Baked Yams 
Brussels Sprouts 


Holiday Pork Chops 
Cranberry Sauce 








How to Do: Brown chops; cover with tart cranberry 
sauce—whole berries preferred. For after-dinner nibbles, 
stuff pitted dates with walnut halves, then shake in paper 


Endive—Variety 
French Dressing * 


Date Goodies 
Raisin Clusters 


Apple-Mallow 
Dumplings * 








bag with granulated sugar, plain or mixed with a dash of 
cinnamon. To get full walnut halves, stand walnut on 


flat end, hold firmly, and strike sharp point lightly. 





Baked Potatoes 


Sizzling Steaks 
Scalloped Beets * 


Mustard Sauce 








How to Do: Everyone will be hungry and some are 
likely to be late at this tree-trimming dinner. Keep them 
all busy stringing oversize popcorn and fat cranberries. 


Asparagus Salad 
Bran Muffins 


| Plum Pudding | Toasted Almonds 
| Pineapple Sauce 


Blend melted butter, prepared mustard, and Worces- 
tershire sauce; spread over steak as it sizzles from broiler. 
To better the best hard sauce, add crushed pineapple. 





Stuffed Flank 
Steak * 
Baked Squash. 


How to Do: A jamboree of old favorites. We sprinkle 
the tomato soup with chopped parsley and have floating 
Christmas colors. Make regular scalloped potatoes, but 


Scalloped Potatoes | Jellied Cider 
and Onions Salad 
Raisin Bread 


Tomato Soup 
Toasted Crackers 


Cranberry Tapioca * 
Candied Orange 
Peel* 


have alternate layers of thick onion slices. Use cider as 
the liquid in gelatine salad of diced celery, apple, and 
pecan meats. This candied orange peel is yum-yum. 








Recipes for ““SO Good Meals” on Page 36 
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|| How To Make The Most Of 
MAKE YOUR OWN A 4 
il Pine-Co 
n al é 
does at C n 
ntimate 
2m pany { 
"ig Candelabra 
se Six Things To Do With Heinz Old-Fashioned 
ea ‘last, ° ° ‘ 
- arrival Pickles Besides Just Eating Them Out Of The Jar 
. If one 
| Break- 
> young 
$0 make 
nner of 
‘ith the 
RVE 
[See Photograph on Page 31] 
THE pine-cone candle-holder, pic- 
d muf- tured on page 31, forms an effective 
> oven, centerpiece for any yuletide table. 
z bowl. UNIVERS AL Tools Needed: Saw, brace, 4- or 
= 3¢-inch bit, sharp knife, and pliers. 
Materials Needed: Square or round 
RISTMAS GIFTS piece of soft wood 34-inch thick, 7 
m CH inches wide; a few brads; small wire; 
alade glue; soft wood strip 9 inches by 34 
ee ° inch by % inch; 14 pine cones 4 to 
initely, Make a M ) Christmas 5 inches long; a few smaller cones; 
colator last the whole year through five 5-inch meat skewers with points 
ic. snipped off. 
TuriLLinc to every woman, is Obtain cones from florist if not 
anette os the opening of Christmas packages. | Otherwise available. Vary dimen- 
Think what it means when the gifts | sions if necessary to adapt them to 
are UNIVERSAL Appliances in the | size of cones and skewers. 
New Devonshire Pattern—the last T. : 
‘1% word in electric ware. O MAKE Framework (illustrated): 
Add Cut square or round Base A, de- 
~ The handsome Percolator shown | scribed above. In center, drill hole 
ter. below makes seven cups of delicious | the diameter of Skewer B (14 or 3% 
= drip coffee before the water boils. | inch thru) almost but not quite thru 
Whether it’s toasted sandwiches, | board, so skewer fits snugly in hold 
né chops, crisp bacon or waffles—a | 28 support for rest of candlestick. 
y Sandwich Toaster, with its inter- For Crosspiece C: Use wood strip 
changeable grids, will do a variety | described above. Must be wide 
of cooking right at the table. enough so holes size of skewers can 
heh exe ‘ . be drilled without breaking it. In 
yen The Devonshire Muffin and Bread positions shown, drill holes in C the 
iiiows Toaster toasts not only bread but | diameter of Skewers B, D, E, F, and 
buns and muffins G, almost but not quite thru. 
as well. Opening Pine Candle-Holders: With pliers 
the bread carefully push a long, slender brad lies 
rack turns into top of each Skewer D, E, F, and > 
“s the toast. G, far enough to anchor securely. . > » 
Leave )% inch or more of brad ex- Cris Crunch Slices » eS 
jash of posed, so base of candle can be ’ SY 
nut on pushed over it. Cup-shape holders SESS 
y- may be turned out on lathe. Made From An Old-Time ~ ra . 
Assemble Skeleton: Glue skewers in- ° _ 
ll to holes in Strip C and Base A. Let Recipe! Ks 
nds ee: ee ae eee pee TRAIGHT out of grandmother's 
SELECT cones of uniform size, well-thumbed cookbook 
eee, two for each skewer, to fit around came the nr for Heinz Fresh 
roiler. skewers and Strip C. With knife or Cucumber Pickle. Fresh, crunchy 
apple. saw cut groove slightly wider than —crisp as celery—here are tender, 
skewers, lengthwise of each cone; tempting cucumber slices, neither 
whittle away that side of each cone sweet nor sour: We make ‘em 
7 until they fit snugly together in from pedigreed cucumbers and 
pairs. Fit two cones around each Hei P vin K bi 
cers skewer and around each arm of —— Toe mop 8 EG 
Strip C; fasten with wire concealed family-size jar chilled in your 
between scales. Around scales where refrigerator. You'll find them 
der as candles are to sit, cup cones out so delicious as garnishes—perfect to 
e, and candles sit down in. serve in sandwiches and salads! 
-yum. Where Skewer B joins Strip C, 
— wire rosette of little cones. Arrange * 
small cones around base, securing 
with long brads. e I n Z 
Slip candles down over brads or 
into cup-shape holders.—A. P. Stoner. F; 
resh Cucumber 
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1. Kathryn Potts, with the 2. 
strength of a horse, 

Lifts pianos and trunks as a 
matter of course. 








But one household duty that 
soon makes her sag, 

Is washing the windows with 
bucket and rag! 








3. While young Janet Hurd, you 4. 
can readily see, 

Has scarcely the strength of a 
feminine flea... 





But she uses Windex her 
windows to shine 

And ends up the day feeling 
perfectly fine! 











5. For with Windex there’s noth- 6. 
ing to do but to spray 

And then wipe with a cloth. 
It’s the easiest way... 








a ae 
a 


et 


To make windows sparkle like 
never before. 

Get Windex today at your 
neighborhood store! 

















NO OTHER GLASS CLEANER IS MADE BY 
THE SECRET WINDEX FORMULA! YET AN 













AVERAGE YEAR'S SUPPLY OF WINDEX Costs 
NO MORE THAN A PAIR OF SILK STOCKINGS! 


















| / 
THE EASY WAY TO MAKE GLASS SPARKLE: 


FOR WINDOWS, MIRRORS, PICTURE GLASS, J 















Copyright 1989, The Drackett Co. 














RECIPES FOR 


9 Yoo 
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Walnut Puffs 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


1 cake compressed 1 teaspoon salt 
yeast 2 cups flour 
Y{ cup lukewarm 2 eggs 


water 1 cup chopped 
¥% cup milk, California wal- 
scalded nut meats 


Y{ cup shortening 14 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon 
sugar 


Soften yeast in water. Combine 
milk, shortening, 1 tablespoon sugar, 
and salt; cool to lukewarm. Add 
flour and beat thoroly. Add softened 
yeast and unbeaten eggs, one at a 
time. Beat smooth. Cover and let 
rise until double in bulk, about 1 
hour. Stir down and add half the 
nut meats. Fill greased muffin pans 
half full; sprinkle with remaining 
nut meats combined with 44 cup 
sugar. Cover and let rise until double 
in bulk, about 30 minutes. Bake in a 
moderate oven (375°) 20 to 25 min- 
utes. Makes 11% dozen. 


Mincemeat Puddings 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 
l{ cup shortening 3 teaspoons bak- 
lg cup sugar ing powder 
1 beaten egg ¥4 cup milk 
11% cups flour 1 16-ounce can 
14 teaspoon salt mincemeat 


Cream shortening and sugar; add 
egg and beat well. Add flour, sifted 
with salt and baking powder, alter- 
nately with milk. Fill greased muffin 
pans only half full; indent centers, 
drop 114 tablespoons mincemeat in 
each. Bake in moderate oven (375°) 
30 minutes. Makes 12. Serve with 
Lemon Sauce. 


Variety French Dressing 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


2 3-ounce pack- 4 teaspoon 


ages cream paprika 
cheese 1 teaspoon 
1 tablespoon chopped chives 
lemon juice 1 teaspoon 
3 tablespoons tar- chopped 
ragon vinegar parsley 
1 cup salad oil 1 teaspoon 
1 teaspoon salt chopped sweet 
1 teaspoon sugar pickle 


2 tablespoons 
grated onion 
1 clove garlic 


14 teaspoon 
white pepper 


Blend cream cheese with lemon 
juice and vinegar until smooth; add 
salad oil, 1 tablespoon at a time, 
beating well after each addition. 
Add _ seasonings, chives, parsley, 
pickle, and onion. Mix thoroly. 
Drop garlic in dressing; cover and 
chill. Makes 2 cups.—Mrs. Mc- 
Henry, Oakland, California. 


Apple-Mallow Dumplings 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe ] 


6 medium-size 
apples, 


uartered 
1 4 cups water 


1 cup flour 


4 teaspoon salt 
2 teaspoons bak- 


ing powder 
1 teaspoon salt 2 tablespoons 
24 marshmallows shortening 
1 teaspoon cup milk 
cinnamon 10 marshmallows 


o Ines 


[The Meals Appear on Page 34] 


Cook apples in water until tender. 
Add 1 teaspoon salt and 24 marsh- 
mallows; cook over low heat until 
marshmallows melt. Add cinnamon. 
Sift flour, 4 teaspoon salt, and 
baking powder; cut in shortening. 
Add milk to make soft dough. Drop 
by spoonfuls on top of hot fruit mix- 
ture. Top each dumpling with a 
marshmallow. Cover closely and 
steam 15 minutes, without re- 
moving cover. Serve hot with cream. 


Makes 10 dumplings. 


Scalloped Beets 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 
4 cup butter 
1 teaspoon salt 
¥% teaspoon 
pepper 


3 cups cooked, 
diced beets 

1 cup dry 
bread crumbs 

1 cup hot milk 


Alternate layers of beets and 
crumbs in greased baking dish, 
Combine remaining ingredients; 
pour over beets. Bake in moderate 
oven (350°) 20 minutes. Serves 6.— 
Mrs. H. Lacey, Jacksonville, Il. 


Stuffed Flank Steak 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 2-pound flank Salt and pepper 


steak l4 teaspoon sage 
2 cups dry \4 teaspoon poul- 


bread crumbs 
4 cup chopped 


try seasonin 
3 tablespoons fat 


onion Hot water to 
4 cup chopped moisten 
celery 


Have flank steak scored. Make 
stuffing of remaining ingredients; 
spread over steak; roll and tie se- 
curely. Brown in hot fat; add 4% 
cup water; cover closely and cook 
slowly 1% hours. Serves 6. 


Cranberry Tapioca 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


3 tablespoons ¥ teaspoon grated 
quick-cooking orange rind 
tapioca ¥ 17-ounce can 


(1 cup) cran- 


4 teaspoon salt 
berry sauce 


1% cups boiling 


water 1 cup heavy 
2 tablespoons cream, 
orange juice whipped 


Mix tapioca and salt; add water. 
Bring to boiling over direct heat; 
stir constantly. Cool. Add orange 
juice, orange rind, and cranberry 
sauce. Fold in cream. Pour into 
sherbet glasses and chill. Serves 6 to 8. 


Candied Orange Peel 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


6 large oranges, 


peel only 
1 tablespoon salt 


4 cups water 
3 cups sugar 
Hot water 


Cover peel with salt and water; 
weight down; let stand overnight. 
Drain and wash thoroly. Cover with 
cold water; bring to boiling. Repeat 
3 times, changing water each time. 

Cut peel in 44-inch strips with scis- 
sors; measure 3 cups. Add sugar and 
hot water to just cover. Cook until 
peel is translucent. Drain; roll in 
sugar and dry on wire cake rack. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 


I yEEeeEeEeEeEeEeEEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEE 











34 | 


ler. 
rsh- 
ntil 
on. 
and 
ing. 
rop 
nix- 
la 
and 


am. 


ipe} 


and 
ish, 
nts; 
“ate 


— 


pe] 


re 
ul- 


at 


pe] 
ited 


pe] 


ter; 
rht. 
yith 
eat 
me. 
cis- 
ind 
ntil 
in 


ck. 


NS, 








a a mn 


fabhentic California 
VERNONWARE 


As the ideal gift for a friend who ap- 
preciates fine things, smartly pack- 
aged, or to bring new beauty to your 
own table, choose a set of Authentic 
California Vernonware ... the dinner- 
ware which combines distinction and 
delicacy with amazing durability. 

Featured this season are four strik- 
ing patterns designed by famous art- 
ists Rockwell Kent and Don Bland- 
ing. These, as well as Vernon’s many 
other popular solid-color and hand- 
decorated patterns, are obtainable in 
the convenient Gift Package. This 
stunning presentation box, with its 
vivid blue-and-yellow designs, comes 
in three sizes —service for four, $5.00 
to $10.95; for six, $8.95 to $18.95; for 
eight, $13.95 to $32.50. At leading de- 
partment and home furnishing stores. 


WRITE FOR BOOKLET 

For free booklet showing the complete Vernon 
line in full color, write Vernon Kilns, Dept. 24, 
2300 East 52nd Sureet, Los Angeles, California. 
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| Ca. 
SIZE 


Save time, disappointment. Have 
eyes starch every time withSta- 
ey’s exact-measure Starch Cubes. 
No lumps,no scorching. Saves % 
ironing time, women say. Gives 
soft sheen, dirt- -resisting finish. 
A.E. Staley Mfg.Co., Decatur, Ill. 


Costs no more than 













its 





See Cooks’ Round Table of En- 
dorsed Recipes, Pages 39 and 40 


Mr. Turkey Wins 
by a Nose 


Anp whatta race! Roast Fowl and 
Stuffing Experts battling it out with 
Cranberry Cooks in our culinary 
contest announced last June! Photo- 
finish winner (see page 39 for proof) 
is Mrs. C. T. Walker, of Redwood 
City, California, who jockeyed her 
Turkey With Oyster Stuffing into 
position as Dish of the Month, snar- 
ing first prize of $5. 

Crowding her winner were 20 
delectable stuffed birds and memo- 
rable cranberry dishes, each netting 
its owner $1. There’re a Roly-poly, 
a Sherbet, a Steamed Pudding, and a 
Kuchen, all boasting those merry 
little berries available, three-fourths 
of the year. There are Sausage and 
Savory Stuffings for Roast Chicken 
and a grand Orange Stuffing for 
Duck. Look on pages 39 and 40. 


Honer Roll 

Mr. Richard Butler, Madison, Wis. 

Mrs. Marvin Copeland, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. 

Mrs. C. A. Davy, Great Neck, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

Dorothy Denver, Oakland, Calif. 

Laura Elliott, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. James F. Frazier, Wewoka, Okla. 

Madeline R. Johanson, Redwood 
City, Calif. 

Mrs. M. B. Lamb, Salem, Ore. 

Irma Leister, Pottstown, Pa. 

Eulalie Moran, Washington, D. C. 

Mrs. S. E. Nelson, St. Louis Park, 
Minn. 

Mrs. Jean P. Newhart, Wapiti, Wyo. 

Mrs. D. W. Pease, Laconia, N. H. 

Mrs. M. E. Sakmar, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Rose A. Smith, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mrs. W. W. Spiegler, Jr., Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 

Dorothy M. Stier, Swissvale, Pa. 

Mrs. Pearl Stockey, Virginia, Minn. 

Mrs. L. E. Westbrook, San Antonio, 
Tex. 

Mrs. E. I. Wood, Cleveland, Ohio 


Any Prize Tessed Salads or 
lee-Cream Toppings? 


All set to astound us with your 
skill at Salad Tossups or Ice-Cream 
Fixings? You’ve till midnight the 
last day of the year to enter your 
favorite, winners to be announced 
next June. There’s a first prize of $5 
for the most tempting, practical, 
and budget-minded recipe, and a $1 
check for each of the 20 next best. 

Just about anything in the salad 
line will qualify if you can bring it 
to the table in a salad bowl. Might 
be mixed greens, with or without 
slivers of vegetable, cheese, chicken, 
fish, or savory cold meats. Might be 
just fruits in a salad or melon bowl. 
And we want your favorite dressing 
for it. Do you buy it; mix it in the 
bowl before adding the salad; or 
make it beforehand, refrigerating it 
till needed? We covet the same subtle 
flavoring you prize, so be exact in 
your proportions of all ingredients. 

And what of Ice-Cream Fixings 
and Toppings? Do you keep a pet 
sundae topper on hand for when 
Dad hustles in with a quart? Have 
you a trick way of combining sher- 
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WHAT CAN | DO?—MY CAKES 
NEVER TURN OUT ALIKE! 





A neighbor gave Emily the clew she needed — 
it may be what you are looking for too! 


EMILY: What a sad look- 
ing cake this is! I guess 
it’s just one of my bad- 
luck days. 

MRS. J: Nonsense, 
Emily —lots of things 
can happen to a cake. 
But one thing I do know, 
your baking powder’s 
awfully important. I put 
great faith in the steady 
action kind —that’s why 
I use Royal. 








EMILY: You mean that 
there’s really a difference 
in baking powders? 


MRS. J: I should say so! 
Royal is made with 
Cream of Tartar, a pure 
fruit product. It pro- 
motes a close, even tex- 
ture that means a fluffy, 
fine-grained cake... the 
kind that keeps its mois- 
ture and flavor — stays 
fresh longer. 





© Yhace phsbempighe of edie, wemminel, y 
_ show why the action of baking powder 
is so important to success in baking. 





This is the normal 
result of steady bak- 
ing powder action. 
Note the delicate but 
firm grain and fluffy 
texture of this cake. 
It will retain its mois- 
ture and delicious 
flavor—stay fresh 
longer. 


STEADY BAKING 
POWDER ACTION 











See how an uneven 
baking powder action 
may ruin texture by 
breaking down the 
tiny cell walls...make 
it coarse... 
This cake will dry out 
—lose its flavor—get 
stale more quickly. 


UNEVEN BAKING 
POWDER ACTION 


. crumbly. 














ROYAL Cook Book...Free ir: 


ceitiin. sling, teititinen tid tate dehae. teal your name and address to Royal 


cious cakes, biscuits, 
Baking Powder, 691 Washington Street, New York City. Dept. 10 
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EMILY: I'll buy Royal to- 
day! But doesn’t it cost 
more? 


MRS. J: Per can yes, 
but only a fraction of a 
cent more per baking. 
When you figure the 
other ingredients of a 
cake cost 30 to 40 times 
as much as the lc worth 
of Royal you use—that 
penny seems like cheap 
baking insurance! 


SOMETHING YOU 
SHOULD KNOW! 
ROYAL is the only na- 
tionally distributed bak- 
ing powder that is made 
with Cream of Tartar— 
a pure fruit product from 
luscious, juice-heavy 
grapes. ROYAL leaves no 
“baking powder taste.” 
Ask your grocer for 
ROYAL when you buy 

baking powder! 






Copyright 
1939, by 
Standard 
Brands 

Incorporated 
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THAT RIPE-TOMATO 
FLAVOR! Libby’s To- 
mato Juice tastes like 
summer’s best toma- 
toes, right off the vine. 
For that’s exactly 
what it is... the Juice 
of prize tomatoes, 
picked red-ripe and 
canned a special fla- 








Mr. Turkey Wins 


by a Nose 
[ Begins on preceding page | 


bet colors or ice-cream flavors for 
desserts or refreshments? Then 
there’ll be Baked Alaska, all sorts of 
homemade floats and sodas, grand 
ideas for crushed or chopped this or 
that to scatter over plain ice cream. 

And remember, the winners of 
these 21 prizes, if they specify in their 
recipes one or more of the products adver- 
tised in this or in the past six issues of 
Better Homes & Gardens, will receive 
a package of each advertised product 
they mention, the Better Homes & 
Gardens Certificate of Endorsement, 
and six copies of the endorsed recipe. 

1. Write your recipe clearly on one 
side of the paper. Send but one recipe 
at a time and mark it “‘December 
Salad Bowl Recipe” or ‘‘December 
Ice-Cream Topping Recipe.” 

2. Give measurements in /evel cups, 
tablespoons, and teaspoons, never in 
heaping or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe 
the brand names of the nationally known 
food products you use as ingredients— 
products available everywhere. 

4. Include 50 to 100 words about 
the history or origin of your recipe. 

5. All recipes submitted become the 
property of Better Homes G Gardens. 

6. Contest closes midnight, De- 
cember 31. 

7. Address the recipes you enter to 
5412 Tasting-Test Kitchen, Better 
Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. 





“It's Always 
Cranberry Time’”’ 


Fact is, cranberries just 
don’t know how to go out of sea- 
son any more. Loads of places 
you'll find fresh ones at the 
market nine months of the 
year. And when they’re retired 
for a bit of a rest, there are al- 
ways canned cranberry sauce 
and bottled cranberry juice to 
carry on. So in this month’s 
““Cooks’ Round Table News” 
we’re handing back to you some 
of the best of your contributions 
in the recent contest for cran- 
berry creations. 

One salad calls for cranberry 
sauce and another takes them 
raw. You'll love the luscious 
way they step out with the 
meat course. In fact, you’ll 
want “It’s Always Cranberry 
Time.” 

For your copy of the “News,” 
send 4 cents in stamps to Better 
Homes & Gardens, 6512 Mere- 
dith Building, Des Moines, Ia. 








++ 
"Way Down Deep Eatin’ 


Youve heard about Creole 
cookin’. Perhaps you’ve tasted it. 
You’ve heard about all those de- 
licious. dishes typical of the Old 
South. Maybe you’ve had the joy of 
tickling your palate with them. 

But, have you ever tried them 
on your own little range? 

Next month we give you meals 
from the Deep South—with recipes 
and complete meal plans. 


MAIL COUPON 








GIVE 
“66 
monies 


CHRISTMAS ! 























THESE HOME- 
MADE GOODIES 
BRING JOY TO 
ALL—EVEN 
ONE WHO “HAS 
EVERYTHING” . 


Brer Rabbit's Gingersnaps 


Perfect for sugar-topped stars and 
other Christmas symbols. The 
recipe—on page 19 of Brer Rabbit's 
new cook book—is one of 12 choice 
cookie recipes that will make your 
Christmas boxes unusual. Mail 
coupon and get the book free! 


OR your “‘extra-nice”’ gifts, 

pack gay boxes of cook- 
ies— molasses cookies that 
speak of Christmas. 

These delicious homemade 
goodies give joy to all. And 
they’re so inexpensive! 

Make sure, though, your 
cookies are made with pure 
New Orleans molasses—Brer 
Rabbit. Made from freshly 
crushed Louisiana sugar cane, 
Brer Rabbit Molasses has that 
real, old-plantation flavor! 


FREE! 


THIS VALUABLE | 
52-PAGE BOOK 


116 recipes. Ginger- 
breads, cookies, 
cakes, breads, 
main dishes, pud- 
dings, ice creams, 
candies. 20 pho- 
tographs. Wash- 
able cover! 
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PENICK & FORD, Lid., inc. 

New Orleans, La., Dept. B-2 

Please send my FREE copy of Brer Rabbit's 
brand-new “Modern Recipes for the Modern 
Ho stess." 








Name 
(Print name and address) 
Street 
City. State_——_____—_ 
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3 cups stale bread \4, cup melted butter eS 
cubes, toasted 1 beaten egg 

V4 cup hot water Vy teaspoon salt 

2 teaspoons grated Dash pepper 
orange rind 1/4, teaspoon poultry 

24 cup orange pulp seasoning 

2 cups diced celery 5-pound duck 


of Endorsed Recipes® 


Cranberry Desserts 


| 
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Duck With Grange Stntting ! COOKS’ ROUND TABLE 
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Soften bread cubes in hot water 15 minutes. 
Add remaining ingredients; combine lightly. 
Stuff duck. Roast, uncovered, in moderate oven 
(325°) 25 to 30 minutes per pound, or 2 hours. 
Baste occasionally with mixture of 4% cup 
melted fat or salad oil and 1 cup hot water. 
Serves 8.—Dorothy Denver, Oakland, California. 


STUFF THAT FOWL 


Chicken With Sausage Staffing 


5-pound fowl 114 cups chopped 
Celery leaves celery 
3 cups toast crumbs 3 tablespoons 
114 tablespoons salad oil 
chopped onion Vf teaspoon salt 
114 tablespoons \/4, teaspoon paprika 
chopped parsley 14, pound pork 
sausage 


Cook giblets with celery leaves in boiling water 
until tender; reserve 1 cup stock. Use giblets 
in gravy. Combine remaining ingredients; 
moisten with stock. Stuff chicken and truss. Brush 
with melted fat or salad oil. Cover with cloth 
brushed with fat. Roast, uncovered, in moderate 
oven (350°) 22 to 25 minutes per pound, or 2 to 
2% hours. Serves 8.—Mrs. S. E. Nelson, St. 
Louis Park, Minnesota. 


Chicken With Savery Stuffing 









5- to 6-pound fowl l4, cup chopped “*Runs with the dinner course, or turns up as dessert” — Cranberry Sherbet 
. 6 cups toasted celery 
bread cubes 1 teaspoon salt 1 pound (4 cups) 14, cup cold water 
14 cup minced lf teaspoon pepper cranberries 2 cups sugar 
parsley 114 teaspoons sage 2 cups boiling water 1 pint ginger ale 
14 cup chopped V4 cup milk 1 teaspoon unflavored 
onion 1 beaten egg gelatine 


@ Cook giblets tender; reserve 34 cup stock. Com- 
bine bread cubes, parsley, onion, celery, and 
seasonings. Add milk, egg, chopped giblets, and 
giblet stock; chill 1 hour to blend flavors. 
Stuff fowl and truss. Roast, uncovered, in moder- 
ate oven (350°) 22 to 25 minutes per pound, 
or 2 to 2% hours. Serves 8.— Mrs. L. E. Westbrook, 

San Antonio, Texas. 


Cook cranberries in water until skins pop; press thru strainer. Add gelatine, 
softened in cold water, and sugar; stir until dissolved. Cool. Add ginger ale. Fast- 
freeze in automatic refrigerator tray to mushy consistency. Turn into mixing bow! 
and beat with rotary or electric beater. Freeze until firm in tray or in paper cups 
or freeze in hand freezer. Serves 8 to 10.—Eulalie Moran, Washington, D. C. 

Cranberry Applesauce: Cook 1% cups water and 1)4 cups sugar 3 minutes; add 4 
cups sliced apples and 44 pound (2 cups) cranberries. Cook until apples are tender. 
Serve with meats or as sauce. Serves 8.—Dorothy M. Stier, Swissvale, Pennsylvania. 





CRANBERRY TIME 
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ADVERTISING PAGES REMOVED 
Hail the Christmas Spirit [ Begins on page 30] 


These three table settings and candy-cane candlesticks on page 30 designed by Hannah Hecker 


#The ‘“‘Design Award” 
certificate inserted in the 
familiar I. E.S. Certificate 
of Compliance identifies 
these lamps as approved 
by a jury of noted in- 
terior designers. 


cornucopia, filled with Christmas-tree balls, could be decoration only, 
or might overflow with Jack Horner presents. This first-course Holiday 
Salad is made of grapefruit sections alternating with avocado slices 
and a sprinkle of pomegranate seeds. Perfect in flavor and texture. 
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Fruit Pyramids on the Christmas table are new, easy to make, and 
edible! All sorts of lovely color possibilities, too. A sizey prune tin and 
a 1-pound coffee tin, topped by a baking-powder can, are turned 
upside down as a base for the rows of apples, oranges, lemons, and : You'll want one 
avocado topper. Tuck in huckleberry foliage and bright cranberries. MR PN My a ef eo. 
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ENJOY BETTER LIGHT-BETTER 
SIGHT with new, brighter G-E 
MAZDA lamp bulbs all over 
the home. Your dealer will help 
you select the right sizes for 


easy seeing. 


Of Course, There’ll Be Turkey—and stars, cut from sliced cran- 
berry sauce; sweet yams; and green broccoli sprinkled with pimiento— 
on red-and-gold-banded plates. On the green cloth sparkle the red 
metallic paper cornucopias laid star fashion and spilling sprays of 
huckleberry, golden balls, and a surprise gift for each dinner guest. 
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Try this modern 
kitchen WORK-SAVER 





No trouble to keep your stove shin- 
ing. Wipe it with an absorbent 
ScotTowel after every meal. 





Wipe scraps out of your sink with 
@ fresh ScotTowel. Throw them 
away—ScotTowel and ail! 


Copr., 1989, Scott Paper Company 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
TO NEW USERS 


Scott Paper Co., Chester, Pa. Send us 50¢ (money or stamps) and you 
will receive postage paid: 2 rolls of ScotTowels and | enameled fixture, 
plus an attractive blue Scottie Wastebasket absolutely FREE. 

Check color of fixture desired: [ ivery ( pale green 


OU reduce dishwashing time by scrap- 

ing plates with ScotTowels. There’s 
no need to change the water—no greasy 
ring around your sink to be scoured! 

And there’s no frantic searching for a 
cloth when something spills. You reach 
for a ScotTowel—wipe up the mess and 
throw the ScotTowelaway. Every kitchen 
task from draining fried foods to wiping 
floury hands is made easier, quicker 
with ScotTowels! 

You revolutionize your kitchen work 
when you install handy ScotTowels! 

At grocery, drug and department 
stores—2 big rolls—300 strong, white 
ScotTowels—for 25¢; 
or mail coupon. 










Address 


BHG.12-39 





This offer applies only to the U. 8. and ite insular possessions 








Gardening an American Jungle 


lections, now numbering more than 
150 species, the largest all-year out- 
door collection in America. 

The jungle itself is the most en- 
grossing symphony of unbelievably 
wild, yet subjugated, natural beauty 
I have ever enjoyed. I’ll have to ask 
you to let photographs help me 
where words fail. Busy, little, ink- 
black brooklets wind thru the in- 
triguing undergrowth, while lofty, 
hoary Live Oaks and towering palms 
rise skyward for overhead hand- 
shakes and embraces. 


Ar POINTS, one gets the feeling 
of standing in a Gothic church, gaz- 
ing down the dark nave toward a 
sunlit bright green transept or into a 
gloomy apse. The illusion is made 
easier by the stillness of the air, and 
the hushed immensity of it all. 

The fertility of the soil here seems 
literally to push trees and shrubs up- 
ward. For example, bamboo sprouts 
which ordinarily grow to a 50- or 
75-foot height in a lifetime here sur- 
pass the 150-mark in six to eight 
weeks. 

The character of the native jungle 
has been religiously retained, in 
spite of the labeled importations 
which border the sawdust trails. Un- 
disturbed are the tortuous twisted 
stumps and interlocking, grotesque- 
ly contorted trees resembling pre- 
historic creatures locked in mortal 
combat. And, writhing in and out 
among trees and swamp, like huge 
primeval snakes, are palmetto roots 
of phenomenal size. 

Additions to the native plant life 
have been made by collectors under 
the direction of Jens Hanson, the 
McKee botanical superintendent. 
These are placed along the paths 
and labeled in Latin and English 
for those visitors who are inclined to 
be botanically bookish. 


Tue plant and seed importation 
department of the United States Gov- 
ernment uses McKee Gardens as a 
sort of Ellis Island for plant immi- 
grants, placing them here for ex- 
tended observation. “Of many im- 
portations introduced into our plant 
‘melting pot,’”’ says Mr. Sexton, 
“some fall by the wayside, finding 
the soil or climate unsuited to their 
peculiar dispositions; most of them, 
however, not only hold their own, 
but develop into far more luxuriant 
specimens than they were at home. 

“The importance of this practice 
of experimental plant importation is 
not to be exaggerated. The average 
American forgets how many of our 
widely used fruits and grains were 
once ‘foreigners’: wheat, oranges, 
tangerines, lemons, cotton, peanuts, 
sweet potatoes, coconuts, and many 
others.” 


Tue McKee gardeners are “ob- 
serving” over 40 varieties of rubber 
trees, 110 varieties of palms, many 
kinds of tea and coffee plants, spices, 
the Cajeput-tree which Edison 
prophesied would someday be used 
extensively for insulation, vanilla 
vines, Australian tree ferns towering 
15 feet into the air, dwarf dates, 
weeping laurels, more than 50 varie- 
ties of orchids of all hues, tens of 
thousands of airplants which grow 


[ Begins on page 26 | 


in the tops of trees. 

One “patch” of the gardens js 
devoted to clinical planting of ramie 
from China, the fiber of which is 
sixteen to twenty times as strong as 
cotton and four times as strong as 
linen. Ramie yields three crops a 
year and may have great commer- 
cial possibilities in America, be- 
cause methods have now been found 
to utilize 100 percent of its stem. 
Ramie, by the way, is the earliest 
known fabric source; it was used by 
early Egyptians to wrap their 
mummies. 


STUDENTS of the curiosa, or “‘be- 
lieve-it-or-not,”’ school will find 
plenty of excitements in this living 
museum of plant life. There are: the 
Wine palm, which stores 124 gallons 
of palm wine within its bosom each 
season; the traveler’s-palm, which 
needs only to be gashed to yield a 
copious supply of water to the for- 
tunate desert pilgrim; the Compass- 
tree, whose branches grow in geo- 
metrical precision, pointing to the 
four points of the compass; the Ba- 
rometer (or Resurrection) Fern, 
which grows on trunks of trees and 
comes out when it is going to rain 
and folds up when a dry spell is in- 
dicated; banana trees, exponents of 
birth control, which automatically 
stop forming fruit when they have 





Disney at Home 


Ar ALMOST the same mo- 
ment Walt Disney’s great new 
picture, “Pinocchio,” is being 
previewed in Hollywood, you'll 
be reading an exclusive story 
on Walt Disney’s home, garden, 
and family. You'll see his home 
inside and out. And you'll get 
an insight into the private lives 
of the Disney family—many 
facts never before told. 

This unusual feature will be 
in next month’s Better Homes & 
Gardens, and scampering over 
the pages will be many of those 
delightful characters Disney’s 
pen has created. Jiminy Cricket 
will steal your heart. 








reached the quota they can handle 
without keeping their noses to the 
grindstone. 


Tuere are, also: the Spider Or- 
chid which, in spite of its beauty, re- 
sembles its namesake; the Ylang- 
ylang perfume tree, whose scent per- 
meates the air for a great distance; 
the Mexican Salad Fruit tree, whose 
fruit tastes like a combination of 
pineapple, strawberries, and bana- 
nas; the insect-eating Pelican flower; 
the Egyptian Paperplant; the Vic- 
toria regia, or Royal Waterlily, which 
has a leaf large and strong enough 
to support a child of thirty pounds; 
green roses; a plant that, at in- 
tervals, cracks like firecrackers; 
the Screwpine, whose trunk and 
every limb spirals heavenward; 4 
plant so sensitive it shrivels up 
when touched by human hand; the 
Strangler Fig, which entwines 4 
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@ NO drudgery 
@ NO polishing 
@ NOT slippery 
@ Wear resistant 
@ Water resistant 
@ Lasts for years 


Pratt & Lambert-inc. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 











SEND FOR A HELPFUL 
HOUSEHOLD INVENTORY BOOKLET 


Your fire insurance policy states 
that if there is a fire on your 
premises you “‘shall furnish a com- 
plete inventory of the destroyed, 
damaged and undamaged prop- 
erty, stating the quantity and cost 
of each article.” 

Has it occurred to you how dif- 
ficult it would be to prepare such 
a list after a fire? Many items 
would undoubtedly be forgotten 
until after your claim had been 
paid and you had signed a release! 

Make this listing before the fire 
occurs. And since you don’t know 
how soon fire will come, make 
your list as soon as possible. 

To make it easy for you, we 
offer you a special booklet for list- 
ing your possessions. It points out 
items that are most frequently 
overlooked. Write for yours now. 





/ THE AMERICAN 

ij INSURANCE GROUP 

(Dept. 1619) 15 Washington St. 
Newark, N. J. 


Without charge or obliga- 
tion, please send me your 


Household Inventory Booklet. 
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sturdy oak or palm and, within a 
few years, kills it with its embrace. 


Mr. McKEE and Mr. Sexton 
were greatly encouraged, in the 
earlier stages of their garden project, 
by Dr. David Fairchild, former head 
of the Government’s Plant and Seed 
Introduction Department. 





Waldo E. Sexton and Arthur 
G. McKee at Jungle Gardens 


“Every little village in Europe has 
its botanical garden, some of which 
go back for centuries,” said Doctor 
Fairchild recently. ““America is sad- 
ly deficient in beautiful gardens, and 
I am delighted to see the advent of 
several self-supporting, self-perpetu- 
ating gardens in this country, as 
typified by the McKee Gardens. In 
many countries, the children lit- 
erally grow up with their hands on 
plants, but here they may never 
know the delights of association with 
plants.” 





You Can Work 


Miracles 


[ Begins on page 13 | 


raising activities for providing a 
happy Christmas to children who 
otherwise wouldn’t have any. The 
members make toys, scrapbooks, 
clothing, and other gifts for Christ- 
mas distribution to hospitals, orphan- 
ages, missions, and charities, or sim- 
ply to neighborhood children who 
are poor or ill. 


Irs NOW well known that every 
Christmas more than a million chil- 
dren thruout the nation are made 
happy by new-old toys repaired and 
distributed by fire and police depart- 
ments. The toys are collected during 
the year, and the firemen and police- 
men re-new them in their idle hours. 

The custom started in Portland in 
1914. Captain Edward L. Boatright, 
then a new fireman, was asked by a 
neighborhood child to repair a toy 
he wanted to give to his brother. All 
the other firemen wanted to take 
over the job. That gave Captain 
Boatright his big idea. Last Christ- 
mas the Portland Fire Department 
repaired and distributed $137,000 
worth of new-old toys. 

When I was a child we had a cer- 
tain picture book [ Turn to page 64 


. PAGE 71 
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Quickly, easily, give your home a 


= Holiday Sparkle = 


WITH 


OLD DUTCH CLEANSER 


Peeee*, 








CUTS GREASE ... DOESN’T SCRATCH 


Holidays are busy days made even busier by extra 
cleaning tasks. That’s when you most appreciate the 
ONE-TWO CLEANING ACTION of Old Dutch— 
1, cuts grease quickly; 2, makes cleaning easter. 

Whether you are doing the advance sprucing up of 
painted walls, woodwork and floors, or cleaning the 
piled-up pots and pans after the feast is over, quick-act- 
ing Old Dutch saves you time and work. What’s more, ok 
Old Dutch cleans without scratching because it is made 
with Seismotite. Order a generous supply of Old Dutch 
Cleanser today. 


P.S. Old Dutch is kind to your hands. 








CLEANSER 


; rt 
Witw sersmeo’ 
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Rich, lustrous, exquisite 


WM. A. ROGERS 
CAKE (or sandwich) PLATE 


of sparkling Sungleam Ware 
Made by Oneida, Ltd. 


($1.50 in Canada) 
$3.00 Value $ oo and Windmill Pictures 
for only 


from 6 Old Dutch Labels 


Order as many, Sunqicom Ware Cake Plates as 
you wish. plate requires $1.00 ($1.50 in 
Canada) and 6 Ou Dutch labels. 
OLD DUTCH CLEANSER 
Dept. SW-705, Chicago, Ill. 
lam garlccing _.cndinl pages from Old 
Dutch labels and $__for which please send me 
__Sungleam Ware Cake Plates. 





This handsome plate, 9%" in diam- 
eter is of flashing Sungleam Ware, a 
rich, lustrous new metal the color of 
warm. orange sunshine. Gracefully 
embossed, lacy pierced design in old 
English “Feather” style. Picture how 
this rich, sparkling plate will enhance 
Christmas sandwiches, cakes, candies 
and sliced meats. Makes a handsome gift! 


Name 


Address 
This offer good only in the U.S. and Canada and is 
limited to present supply 
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1 CANT THANK 
OU ENOUGH, 
WUNT AGATHA 


» for your tip 
about my 
. husbands 
sae breakfast / 













/ AUNT AGATHA, 
1 CANT GET JOHN 
TO EAT A BITE 
OF BREAKFAST / 





A HUSBAND WHO WONT 
EAT BREAKFAST IS A 
SERIOUS PROBLEM BUT 
| HAVE THE ANSWER. 


SHOPPING THIS 
AFTERNOON / 


BITE SIZE CEREAL WITH SUCH A 
WONDERFUL FLAVOR. IT MAKES 
BREAKFAST SO INTERESTING FOLKS 
WANT TO EAT...AND MY HUSBAND 





















VE BEEN 
TELLING 
MY NIECE 
HOW MUCH 
MY HUSBAND 
LIKES 
SHREDDED 
RALSTON/ 




















My CUSTOMERS SAY 
IT MAKES A QUICK 

ENERGY BREAKFAST— 
JUST WHAT EVERYBODY 
NEEDS. IT COSTS ONLYA 
TRIFLE, TOO... ABOUT 
1¢ A SERVING / 


Crisp, delicious Shredded Ralston topped 
with sliced bananas and milk or cream. 
Energy and flavor in every bite. Try it! 

























LATER 















M-M-M! | DONT KNOW WHEN 
I'VE ENJOYED ANYTHING LIKE! }” you're LooKING 

HAVE SHREDDED RALSTON. IT / crear pEAR/ | WISH 
WAS JUST WHAT I NEEDED /> aunt AGATHA HAD 
TO GIVE MEAMORNING | / TOLD ME ABOUT 

APPETITE AND KEEP ME A- SHREDDED RALSTON 
SOONER / 













~ Fun at Home 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


Irs my turn to give a party, 
Mother, but unless I take the kids 
to a movie, I don’t know what on 
earth we'll do/” 

When that wail came from my 
own daughter I decided the rumors 
I’d heard about high-schoolers must 
be true—that nowadays they’ve lost 
the knack of entertaining them- 
selves. Blame it on the movies, auto- 
mobiles, radios, swing, or what you 
like. You can’t get away from the 
fact that a lot more young fun this 
holiday season is being sought in 
commercial amusement places than 
in homes. Yet all the authorities 
agree that fun at home is part of the 
answer to almost any adolescent 
problem. 

Can we bring young people back 
to their homes to have fun? I say we 
can! And the holiday season, with 
its special occasions and general air 
of informal gaiety, is a grand time 
to start. 

A large part of the trouble is that 
our youngsters are inexperienced in 
playing host or hostess on an adult 
scale. Kid stuff outgrown, the high- 
schooler has stage fright from an ex- 
aggerated idea of what’s expected of 
him. Meanwhile the ready-made 
entertainments are at hand and it 
becomes a habit to turn to them. 
First task, then, is to show our high- 
schoolers what a really swell time 
they can have at home. 

But how many of our boys and 
girls can feel that their homes are 
really theirs? You’re listening to your 
favorite radio program of the week. 
In bursts a merry group. The radio 
program is lost, refreshments must 
be trotted out, there’s a babble of 
talk and laughter. 

Do you beam if it’s your own 
friends, scowl if it’s the high-school 
crowd? If that’s the way it is, can 
you blame them for going next time 
to a beer shack, where the welcome 
sign is always out? 


On E of my high-school corres- 
pondents wrote me how the parents 
of her own high-school gang had 
kept social activities centered in the 
homes so adroitly that the young- 
sters never knew what had hap- 
pened until much later. The key- 
note of the program was making the 
**kids” feel they had as much right 
to company as the parents did. 

“And did we have it!” writes this 
young woman. “‘Many’s the night a 
half dozen or more dropped in after 
a party or school affair to make pop- 
corn or candy. 

“Did Mom raise a ruckus if we 
emptied the cooky jar? She did not. 
Did Dad cuss because we kept him 
awake until all hours? No, because 


Hedrich 


ten chances to one it was their friends 
the next night that kept me awake. 
As long as we cleaned up our mess, 
everything was fine, and even that 
was fun. Why should we freeze to 
death in parked cars when some- 
one’s fireside blinked a_ hearty 
welcome? 

“As I remember, our parents 
were usually around, but they were 
careful not to cramp our style. I’ve 
sat on a boy’s lap in our front room 
many a time when Mother was 
present, but nothing was ever said 
about it. Gee whiz, she used to do 
the same thing! 


Mavse our parents were lax. 
But, looking back, it seems to me my 
high-school days were ideal, and my 
only hope is that my children may 
love, trust, and respect me as I do 
my parents.” 

One of my friends admits that dur- 
ing the holidays she has to clean the 
bathroom the last thing every night, 
for her teen-age son is as likely as 
not to bring a gang home from a 
party. Also she must post on the 
refrigerator a list of “untouchables, 
else there would be nothing for 
breakfast. But she’d rather have him 
bring the crowd home than make 
the rounds of the “‘hot spots.” And 
she’s absolutely right. 

For that seemingly elusive “some- 
thing to do,” have on hand what- 
ever game is the present rage in your 
high-school circles. Don’t offer Bingo 
when Monopoly is being played or 
you'll be classed with the old fogies. 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Child Care & Training 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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It's a big part of the answer to 


almost any adolescent problem 





No growls when the teeners take over the house! Fun at home is 
the smartest answer to the parked-car and roadhouse drinking bogy 


Table tennis is always in style, and 
I'd have Chinese and plain checkers, 
cards, word games, and a dart target 
if you’ve room for it. 

But maybe there isn’t any gang. 
Your senior-high youngster who 
hasn’t one and who seems to be out- 
side the party orbit will take your 
head off if you suggest a party, be- 
cause he’s painfully conscious of his 
friendlessness. 


Make the lone wolf understand 
that he isn’t the only lonely young- 
ster in school, that he’ll have friends 
in proportion to the effort he puts 
forth. Encourage him to bring an 
acquaintance home to a meal now 
and then. When the ice has been 
broken in this way, have a few ac- 
quaintances in to supper before or 
after a basketball game or skating 
party. 

A good plan for the beginning 
host or hostess—experienced hands, 
too—is a potluck supper. There’s the 
fun of getting a co-operative meal 
together, and the responsibility is 
divided. One high-school group 
makes even the inviting co-opera- 
tive, each guest asking a guest of his 
own. This widens the circle, brings 
in new blood. 

For an affair of this kind, only one 
or two simple activities need be 
planned. If the crowd likes to dance, 
provide a phonograph and some up- 
to-the-minute dance records. Young 
people can always entertain them- 
selves around a piano, so buy a sheaf 
of current hits. Add to these from 


Department « 
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time to time and you’ll have a never- 
failing source of pleasure for revelers 
of all ages. When you’ve provided 
something to do, keep yourself reso- 
lutely in the background. 

They tell us modern high-school- 
ers are too blasé to pull taffy, but I 
know a group from a big city high 
school which planned that very en- 
tertainment after a skating party. 
One of the girls found a recipe, the 
others collaborated on ingredients, 
and they went to it. The taffy could 
not be pulled, because they neg- 
lected to pour it into buttered plates 
to cool, but they had much more fun 
out of the failure than they would 
have had with a mother presiding 
and producing perfect taffy. 


In THIS WAY it’s possible to build 
around any boy or girl a group that 
feels free to come to your hospitable 
home. The result will be invitations 
out and then there’ll be a regular 
party to be given in return. 

I know high-school groups where 
all the entertaining is in the form of 
a luncheon downtown at a tea 
room, followed by a movie. Or 
there’s a party at the country club, 
to go on Daddy’s bill. It’s really a 
pity. The boys and girls who have 
the real fun and who get something 
out of it for themselves are the ones 
who plan and carry out individual 
parties at home. 

Three junior girls in our high 
school discovered that all had been 
brought up on A. A. Milne’s Pooh 
stories and shared a [ Turn to page 58 


Cenducted by Gladys Denny Shultz 











HOLIDAY TREATS FOR DIETERS! 
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DECEMBER * 
« BOOKLETS 


JOLLY YULE FOODS 
11.35 M-m-m Cookies; over a dozen 


MR. c's « dca cbnes te haa twake dene e oe 4c 
12.36 Yuletide Cakes, Puddings, and 

Cookies; 12 fine recipes............. 4de 
1.38 Cookies That Take the Cake...... 4c 
6/7 Twenty-four Candy Recipes hs vied 4c 
12.38 Let’s Make Candy; 15 recipes... .. 4c 
12.35 Festive Menus for the Holidays. ..4c 
11.36 Helps for the Hunter; how to pre- 


pare and cook wild fowl and game.. .4c 
12.37 Salads for Winter Meals......... de 
My Better Homes & Gardens Cook Book. 
“0 plus 25c for packaging and mail- 
Perry rere rn ere 75e¢ 
Table Settings and Accessories; a 50- 
page handbook by Fae Huttenlocher 

to help you set tables handsomely. . .25c 


PARTY AND CLUB AIDS 

bo 27 A founders’ day program; program 
about our American schools; a program 
about books for the family. This will 
come to you entitled America’s Club 
Aid for November................ 4e 

Parties for the Crowd; 58 pages of unique 
decorations, menus, and parlor games, 
including big Christmas jamboree. . .20c 

Magic Mexico. Booklet guide for real and 
arm-chair travelers..............:. 10c 

As a program feature, your organized club 
may borrow for mailing costs, from $1 
to $2.25, any of the following lectures, 
offered in co-operation with the sponsoring 
organizations mentioned. Each lecture has 
stereopticon slides. Book these lectures 
by number thru Better Homes & Gardens: 

9 Beauty and Usefulness in the Home 
and Garden (Hudson Motor Car Co.); 
58 inspiring slides of beautifully land- 
scaped, gardened, furnished, and deco- 
rated homes. 

11 Mirror Magic (Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass 
Co.); 50 slides in natural color show how 
mirrors increase room size, amplify deco- 
rative effects, and set off flowers. 

6 The Art of Table Arrangement (Inter- 
national Silver Co.); 57 slides in natural 
color show decorated dining tables. 


FOR BETTER BABIES 
My Better Homes & Gardens Baby Book. 


A complete manual for prenatal care, 
peace a detailed guide for baby’s first 2 
OUI cs casa Cake L dame akse >t Leen 1 
bc8 Toys for Children and the Uses They 
Serve; arranged by age of tot........ 4c 
The Mental Health of the Child. To help 
you guide baby thru difficult behavior 
eng common to all children. (An out- 
ime for club programs is 5c)....... 25e 


YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 


See How to Plant Your Home Grounds. 
Plan now for spring beauty. This 52- 
page picture book gives basic informa- 
tion, “how-to-do” tricks............ 25e 

6252 Making and Maintaining an 
PS oH sh BRAD ha ee te 

ah 1 Birds—How to Attract, — om 
Feed Them. Birdhouses to make. 

acll How to Grow Bulbs Indoors.. ia = 

ac & Have Successful Evergreens...... 6c 

acl How to Prune Trees, Shrubs, Ever- 
greens, and Fruits. Now is the time. 6c 

ac 13 Essential Facts About Soils -_ 
Their Food Needs................. 

6 a 15 Terrariums—Glass Boxes for eon 
NE eee eee 4e 

6 g 34 Grow Everlasting Flowers to Make 
Winter Bouquets. Suggests varieties .4c 


YOUR HOME AND ITS 
FURNISHINGS 


Handbook for Home-Builders. A booklet 
to help you select a style of house, har- 
monize your needs with your building 
site, and get good construction...... .~ 

h i 3 Slip-Covers and Upholstery....... 

Color in Your Home. A booklet pac >ked fail 
of suggestions for creating color in home 
EI EEE EES AE ERE o 20c 

Furniture Arrangement and Balance. 
How to place your furniture in a room 
for convenience and beauty........ 20c 

Bride’s Book. Aids with puzzling problems 
of wedding plans and equipping the new 
home; twosome recipes............ 25e 

How to Sleep for Health and Success. To 
be well, we must get good nights’ rest. 
Booklet includes ways to relax for deep, 
reireshing sleep, with tips on how to 
build, furnish, and remodel your home 
for better 0 ON SSE Ee Pe eee 10c 

6h 1 How to Build a boil House........ 4e 

Simplified Family Budget. Newly revised 
— to help you plan Sonne 

Household Inventory. A booklet for listing 
your household possessions; great aid in 
case of fire or theft........ be cwesoves Se 


Address all orders to 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


5212 Meredith Building, Des Moines, Ia. 


Wrap Food 


FOR GAY GIFTS 





I Bright jelly glistens thru a clear 
Gillesbens wrap, has pompon of 
Cellophane drinking-straws spiral- 
striped in color to match the jell. 


2 Cooky banjo party favor has light 
and dark cookies wrapped together 
in clear film, edged with red Scotch 
tape. String effect is a row of 6 red- 
striped straws held across with the 
tape. 


3 Popcorn bell, for tree! Cut Cello- 
phane 8 x 12 inches, make into a 
tube 8 inches long, secure with 
Scotch tape. Tie at top with spool 
wire. Form bell over a small jar 
and hold the shape with two hori- 
zontal bands of Scotch tape. Re- 
move from jar, spread the lower part 
to form bell flare, and fill with pop- 
corn. Tie near the bottom, insert a 
popcorn grain to make clapper, and 
again tie. Cut away extra Cello- 
phane. Top with a ribbon-film bow 
and hang on the yule tree.—A. J. O. 











Gold Dust of Content 


When they had lost what wealth 
can buy, 

Life for them went all awry 

Until they found how rich they were: 

She, in him; he, in her; 

And both, in stars, flowers, the birds, 

And love’s sweet half-forgotten words. 

Now the scales are always bent 

By gold dust of sheer heart-content. 


—Ethel Romig Fuller 











THANKS TO THIS AMAZING BOOK! 
It Guided Us to Homeownership Safely, 


Soundly and Economically 


_ E WANT EVERYONE to know how much help we found 
in the pages of ‘‘How to suy a setter Home.” It taught 
us what we needed to know about homeownership! 
‘‘And that isn’t all! All our friends who rent, as well as those who 
own homes, simply rave about this book. It has aided them in know- 
ing how to select a home, how to maintain and manage one.” 


Whether you now rent and plan to buy or build some day 





or 


whether you now own your own home—this book may actually save 
you hundreds of dollars. Never before has such valuable information 
been gathered together in such simple, easy to understand form. 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS ransacked many sources for home building 
information to condense vital facts into this book—to make it the 
guide to sensible, safe homeownership America has long needed. 


RENTERS 


“How to BUY a BETTER 
Home” will guide you 
safely down the road 
to homeownership— 
give you tips on bud- 
geting, financing, aid 
you in knowing how 
much you can afford to 
pay for a home. 


HOME BUYERS 


“How to BUY a BETTER 
Home”’ will show you 
how to judge a house, 
how to on oteeher one 
house against another 
in usefulness, utility 
and resale value. It will 
help you make your 
home investment safe 
and secure. 





Write for “‘How to BUY a BETTER Home.” 





HOME BUILDERS 


“How to BUY a BETTER 
Home” will show you 
construction funda- 
mentals—will help you 

et full value for your 
Building dollars — will 
serve as a “reminder” 
so your dream home 
will be perfect. 


HOME OWNERS 


Do you know what 
kind of remodeling 
pays for itself? ‘ ‘How 
to BUY a BETTER Home” 
will tell you. In it you 
will find many valuable 
helps on neighbor- 
hood, trim, mainte- 
mance and other im- 
portant matters. 


Send 25c in 


coin or stamps with this coupon. Get it now. Don’t delay! 


er re a eo 


— 


Better Homes & Gardens, Box 5112, Des Moines, lowa 


Here’s my quarter! Please mail me “How to Buy a Better Home.” 


BETTER TY TT & GARDENS 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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REG. U. 6. PAT. OFF. 


This year all of us parents must 
stand together, look the toyland 
clerks squarely in the eye, and tell 
em that we expect those —_ to 
last the tots at least from Christ- 
mas until New Year’s Day. Noth- 
ing disillusions a child so much as a 
tey that goes to pieces in his hand. 
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The b. w. has discovered a new 
way to sum up the enormous influ- 
ence she exerts on the behavior of 
the 6-year old b. b. 

“One word from me,” she says, 
“and he does exactly what he 
wants.” 


+++ 


Sometimes I am a little pessimistic 
about the intelligence of the human race, 
when I reflect that I shaved for eighteen 


years before I discovered that the Adam’s 


apple should be shaved upward and not 
downward. 


+++ 


The prosperous lawyer on the 
corner has the biggest house in the 
neighborhood. But I notice that 
these cozy autumn evenings the en- 
tire Senlly is usually jammed into 
the small room which he humor- 
ously calls his den. 


+++ 


One of the pleasantest things 
about driving over to the wife’s Alma 
Mater for the homecoming football 
game is her reiterated explanation 
that her old boy-friends we meet 
aren’t precisely the same glamour 
boys of her campus days. 


+++ 


One of the most delicate of human re- 
lationships is that between you or me and 
a husband and wife who are being di- 
vorced. We have to say “‘uh-huh’’ and 
“hmm”? with exactly the same degree of 
sympathy or we'll seem to be taking sides 
as we listen to their stories. 


+++ 


By exchanging notes with the 
b. w., I find that it seems to take a 
wife or husband approximately sev- 
en years to pre 1 or forget a 
favorite anecdote and switch to 
another. 


+++ 


Young mothers in our group seem 
to be divided into three groups: the 
conservatives, whose babies’ diapers 
adorn their own washline; the lib- 


erals, whose diapers are washed by 
something that calls itself a “‘didey- 
wash corporation’’; and the radicals, 
who use paper diapers and brag 
about ’em. 


+++ 


“Tve no doubt,” muses Les Gowan, 
“that I was smarter at 40 than I was at 
20, but that’s no reason to assume that a 
whole country can be any smarter in 1940 
than it was in 1920. The crowd along 
Main Street is always the same age.” 





“....fulfills the illusion of 
reclining on a Florida beach” 


Believe it or not, the census fig- 
ures show that approximately one 
American in ten never marries. 
Which proves that quite a few peo- 
ple believe everything they read in 
the funny paper. 


+++ 


As I come home late from the of- 
fice after dark of an autumn evening, 
kicking the rustling leaves along the 
sidewalk, it seems only yesterday 
that I was coming home late for 
dinner after football practice, after 
dark of an autumn evening; and the 
last 20 years seem like a dream. 


+++ 


Around the first of the month Ive 
found, to my amazement, that I can avoid 
the usual monthly heart-burn by letting 
the b. w. write the checks for the bills, 
without looking at them myself. After 
ten years of married life I just ran out of 
new things to say about the bills. 


+++ 


For the small space it occupies, 
the waste basket I have in each 
room is probably the most useful 
piece of furniture in the house. It’s 
astonishing how man lexin 

roblems cn be Fares | iy cnatee 
ing them to the waste basket. 


+++ 


Well, the b. g. and the b. b. have 
begun to collect stamps, and it makes 
me feel young [ Turn to next page 
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What Happens After 
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= kconomy! 
© Change to 
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UICK STARTS ARE SIMPLE! The big danger comes after 
Q starting when ordinary oil may thin out dangerously 
or not flow freely to fast-moving parts. 

“Double-range”’ Mobiloil Arctic flows fast for easy 
starts...yet retains its body under heat—gives Balanced 
Protection—resists wear, carbon, sludge. 

Change now to the world’s favorite, Mobiloil Arctic 
(SAE 20-20W)...Mobiloil Arctic Special (SAE 10-10W) 
for sub-zero weather! SOCONY-VACUUM OIL Co., INC. 








1. ENGINE! Crankcase flushed;re- ed against rust by Mobil Freezone. 
filled with Mobiloil Arcticforcom- 3.GEARS! Summer gear oil replaced 


plete Balanced Protection. with Mobiloil Winter Gear Oil. 


2. RADIATOR! Cleansed withMobil 4. CHASSIS! Winter Mobilgrease 
Radiator Flush; refilled; protect- _ protects all vital parts. 










WINTERPROOF TODAY AND CHANGE 7TO_ 


MOBILOIL 
ARCTIC 


SOCOsY vacuun 








IT CLEANS TEETH—IS SO 
ECONOMICAL THAT WHERE 
FAMILIES ARE LARGE AND 





BUDGETS SMALL iTs USE 
MEANS WORTHWHILE SAV- 
INGS. BUY TWO PackaGEs AT 
A TIME—AT YOUR GROCER’s, 








The Man Next Door 
[ Begins on preceding page | 


again, because I’ve begun to collect 
’em, too, in self-defense. And it all 
confirms my theory that I’m a case 
of arrested development, because 
they seem able to trade me out of 
any stamp I cherish. 


+++ 


In practice of my theory that every man 
needs a winter vacation, Ive rigged up 
the portable hammock and the sun lamp 
in the attic, and it'll require only a little 
sand to fulfill the illusion of reclining on 
a Florida beach. 


+++ 


The folks who live cater-corner 
across the street had their little 
boy’s schoolteacher at the house for 
dinner again the other evening. The 
rumor is getting around that the 
lad’s last report card was disappoint- 
ing. 


+++ 


Well, it seems that the gifted cook 
of the last generation has been suc- 
ceeded by the lady who knows which 
are the best canned goods to buy 
and which is the best bakery in town. 


+++ 


Over at the neighborhood drugstore I 
heard the garage man’s daughter telling 
the soda-squirt that she’s positive, when 
her boy-friend is in the house and her 
Dad turns down the radio in the next 
room, that he’s trying to get an earful 
of the young man’s line. 


+++ 


Our new neighbor three houses 
away is a farsighted woman. As soon 
as the leaves fell and the trees no 
longer obstructed her view, she had 
her handyman prune the branches 
so she could command the newly- 
weds’ porch across the street sum- 
mer as well as winter. 


+++ 


I have quite a weakness for 
Christmas cards, especially the ones 
designed around a snapshot of the 
eS family. Without wanting to 
seem forward, if you have an extra 
one left over I'd be tickled pink to 
get it. It’s fascinatiny to see what 
readers look like. 

Maybe I can persuade the Editor 
to print the most striking one in 
this column next Christmas. 


—HARLAN MILLER 








“Avoid the usual monthly heart-burn 
—let the b.w. write the checks” 








“HOW FAMOUS — 
DECORATORS WOULD USE 
MIRRORS IN YOUR HOME” 





There is hardly a gift you could name 
that will provide more lasting enjoyment 
than a Genuine Nurre Plate Glass, Copper 
Sealed Mirror. Its clear, gleaming reflec- 
tions form a “living picture” on the 
wall,—add life, color and charm to even 
the most commonplace room. j 

There are clever ways to use mirrors 
in the home, tricks of the decorator'’s art, 
that are explained in the booklet, “How 
Famous Decorators Would Use Mirrors 
In Your Home”. Send for this FREE 
booklet, learn how to use mirrors to the 
best advantage in your home, and how to 
judge mirror quality. 

Genuine Nurre Plate 
Glass, Copper Sealed 
Mirrors are offered in a 
wide variety of exquisite 
patterns. See them at 
your department or fur- 
niture store—and mail 
the coupon for the book- 
let today! 
















eeaseeesee 





The Nurre Companies, Inc., 
Dept. B, Bloomington, Indiana 


Please send me your FREE Mirror Booklet. . 
Name 
Address _ 
City 
State 
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Gardening Gift Guide 
For the Outdoor Gardener 
[ Begins on page 21 | 


Ne. 9: There’s a new idea in hedge 
shears—a rubber shock-absorber be- 
tween the handles to eliminate the 
nerve-jarring shock and to reduce 
arm fatigue. Both Manning and 
Bicknell selected them without our 
ever saying boo about hedge shears. 
Price, $3.10 for the 8'%-inch-blade 
size, $3.50 for the 9%-inch blade. 


No. 8: For the family with a good 
big hedge, and for making quick 
work and fun and a professional job 
out of the work of trimming it, 
Bicknell praises this electric hedge 
trimmer. Its 12-inch mowing-ma- 
chine-like blades cut wood up to a 
half inch thick. $29.50. 


Ne. 10: For cutting large shrub 
canes, small limbs, and sawing in 
very close quarters, this orchard or 
hook saw is almost indispensable. 
The narrow blade, tapering toa one- 
fourth-inch-wide point, gets into 
tight places and the teeth are set 
to cut as you pull toward you, which 
makes it easy to saw branches. $1.35. 


Ne. Il: Says Mr. Bicknell: “‘I may 
be lazy, but it’s so much easier to 
dust than to spray that I say hurray 
for dusters! After having thrown 
away seven dusters, I find this Two- 
Quart Model to be the most usable 
of the lot. It holds enough dust to 
cover a large area, and it has a com- 
fortable wooden handle to hold it 
by and another to pump with. The 
plunger rod runs thru a bearing 
which can be properly lubricated so 
that it doesn’t screech Christmas 
carols while you’re using it. Its two- 
foot-long pipe with a curved nozzle 
places the dust right into the bean 
beetle’s midriff, and lets you do it 
without stooping. It also has a 
nozzle for tall evergreens.” $3. 


Ne. 13: Give the old man one of 
these grass cutters and maybe you’|! 
keep him home from the golf course 
long enough to get some work out of 
him. It balances and swings like a 
golf club and beheads weeds the 
mower won’t get. The double-edged 
blade cuts on both the forward and 
back stroke. $1.25. 


No. 14: Very handy for general 
garden use and especially in rock 
gardens is this small but strong 
shovel. The blade is 634 by 8% and 
is set on a 33-inch handle. Its size 
and light weight make it a good 
gift for women. $1.50. 


Ne. 16: Mr. Bicknell recommends 
shovel No. 14, just discussed, as an 
excellent gift but emphasizes: ‘For 
small planting, such as perennials 
or potted plants, and for digging 
deep holes for shrubs, I find the 12- 
inch round-pointed tile spade best. 
This comes in various grades, but 
hard, light-weight, special alloy 
steels are worth the price,’’? which 
comes to $2.55. 


Ne. 15: John Manning says: “This 
watering ‘wand’ simplifies watering 
your garden rapidly and _ thoroly 





without wash- [ Turn to page 50 
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"t Keep House 


Don’t take our word for it. Don’t take anybody’s word for 
it. You owe it to yourself to try this flour...and find out 
for yourself why millions of women prefer it! 


It’s easy to talk about quality — about improvements in your 
baking. It’s another thing to prove them. That’s exactly what 
we're asking you to do —for your own sake. Get a bag of 
Pillsbury’s Best, and do four things: 


(1) Bake biscuits with it. Notice the richer, golden brown of the 
outside, and the smooth, creamy white of the inside. And 
notice the flavor! 


(2) Bake a pie—and ask yourself if you’ve ever tasted anything 
so tender and flaky. 


(3) Bake a cake. First, taste it. Notice the richer, fuller flavor. 
Then put it away —and see how much longer it stays fresh. 


(4) Bake bread. Notice the beautiful crust 
color, the even, delicate texture. And 
again, notice that rich, wheaty flavor! 


It costs about 1c more per recipe to use Pillsbury’s 
Best than to use a cheap flour. But when you think 
of the cost of the other ingredients — when you 
think of the work and loving care you put into 
your baking — isn’t it worth 144c more to make 
sure that every one of your bakings 
will be just the finest that it can be? 
Try Pillsbury’s Best and see — for 
YOURSELF! 


S.AHMOAAS IIE 
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WHAT CAN | COOK 
WITHOUT MUCH FUSS ? 
























WOULD TICKLE 
ALL oF us! 





















BAKED SPAM — Score Spam and 
stud with whole cloves. Spread with 
dressing of 43 cup brown sugar, 1 
teaspoon vinegar, 1 teaspoon water. 
Bake in hot oven (400° F, ) 30 minutes. 
Baste once after 15 minutes. An easy 
way to have a distinguished main 
course for dinner! 











SPAM & EGGS — Cut Spam in slices a 
fourth of an inch thick. Brown quickly in 
hot frying pan. Arrange Spam around fried 
eggs as shown. Perfect for Sunday breakfast 
— or supper! 





HOT SPAM WICH — Place two thin Spam 
slices on toast. Top with sliced cheese, 
tomato, Bermuda onion or pickle. Heat in 
oven until cheese melts. A grand cold 
weather lunch! 
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LOOK at all the fun you can 
have with SPAM, the Hormel 
meat of many uses. You can serve 
it cold. You can serve it hot. You 
can slice it, dice it, bake it, fry it. 
You can enjoy it for breakfast, 
lunch, supper or dinner. You can 
make it into delightful sandwiches 
and canapes. SPAM is made of 
pure pork... comes only in handy 
12-ounce cans that need no re- 
frigeration. Let your next word 
to the grocer be SPAM! 

FREE! New recipe book containing 
nearly 50 suggestions for serving SPAM. 
Write for your free copy. Geo. A. Hormel 
& Co., Dept. D12, Austin, Minn. 
SPAM—Registered trade mark 


HORMEL ) 
~~ 600D Foops / 


CHILI CON CARNE +« HAM + CHICKEN SOUPS 


COLD OR HOT...| ee 
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HITS THE SPOT! 








THE MEAT OF MANY UsEs 
HORMEL 
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* Our crowd votes for Cranberry- 
Pineapple Juice Cocktail as a tart 
beginning for the Christmas feast. 
Cook 2 cups cranberries with 44 cup 
sugar; strain. Add an equal amount 
of unsweetened pineapple juice and 
enough lemon juice to give it a 
tingle.—Mrs. H. E., Seattle, Wash. 


* Teasing little tidbits, delectable 
with fruit juices, cocktails, or mid- 
night snacks, are Sage Crackers. 
Start with regular salted crackers, 
spread with a mixture of 1 package 
of cream cheese, 1 tablespoon cream, 
Y{ teaspoon salt, few drops onion 
juice, 1 teaspoon lemon juice, and 
Y4 teaspoon sage. It’s the sage that 
makes the canapé an automatic re- 
peater.—G. F., Jacksonville, Texas. 





* Ever delight the family with a 
Christmas-Tree Mince Pie? It’s 
simple fun. Place a strip of pastry 
down the center for the trunk with a 
pastry star on the tiptop. Arrange 
pastry branches with modern sym- 
metry, tipping each with a cooked 
or raw cranberry as the pie comes 
from the oven.—A. R., Erie, Pa. 


* Add a bright spot to your candy 
gift box by topping marshmallows 
with maraschino cherries.—T. T. K. 


* It’s Christmasy and delightful 
eating—this Holly-Wreath Salad. 
The wreath, a ring of pineapple, has 
water cress for the dark green of 
holly leaves and pomegranate seeds 
for the holly berries.—Mrs. K. B., 


Trenton, New Jersey. 





* Let’s have our Christmas dinner 
finale festive but refreshingly light. 
Pile cubes of bright red gelatine in 
sherbet glasses. Top each with a 
seeded, whole, canned apricot spread 
with cream cheese and rolled in co- 
conut. Crown with a holly sprig. 
Mrs. E. L., Long Beach, California. 





* Here’s a speedy if you just love 
Frosted Fudge Doughnuts. To 314 
tablespoons water and 2 tablespoons 
butter in a double boiler, add 1 
package quick fudge mix. Stir 4 
minutes or until glossy. Remove from 
heat and dip 18 doughnuts. If it 
becomes too thick, rewarm over hot 


water.—Mrs. F. N., Springfield, Il. 
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* Apples and fireplaces ‘seem just 
naturally to go together—even ap- 
ples on the mantel. For an effective 
yet simple decoration, insert tall 
tapers in red apples, 5, 7, or 9 in a 
row, festooning evergreen between 
them.—M. R., Duluth, Minnesota. 


* Welike the hole in the doughnut 
better than the doughnut—no kid- 
ding! Instead of reworking the cut- 
out centers, we fry them, roll in 
confectioners’ sugar moistened with 
just enough water to soften, then 
again in finely grated coconut. They 
make jolly little afternoon tea Snow- 
balls.—£. S., Tiskilwa, Illinois. 





* Baked apples open into poin- 
settia flowers if five lengthwise in- 
cisions are made thru the skin. 
Stop the cuts within an inch of the 
bottom. Fill cored centers with sugar 
and several “red hots.”? Bake as 
usual.—Mrs. H. L., Jacksonville, 
Illinois. 


* For festive Christmas Canapés 
De Luxe, cut thin slices of canned 
spiced ham. Spread with softened 
cream cheese combined with 
chopped chives and parsley. Roll, 
chill, and slice. Serve on cocktail 
picks.—T. S., Detroit, Mich. 


* We’re stuffing our yuletide fowl 
the night before the big day. The 
seasonings will have a chance to 
blend and the bird will be ready for 
the oven with no last-minute tearing 
of hair.—Mrs. C. R., Dallas, Texas. 
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Welcome Your Guests 
The Modern Way! 


Gracious living is enhanced with a 
Rittenhouse Door Chime. When the 
door button is pressed, rich, pleasing 
chime tones replace the nerve-racking 
noise of the ordinary bell or buzzer. 
The tonal beauty and graceful styling 
of Rittenhouse Chimes improve the 
attractiveness of any home. Easily in- 
stalled, using regular door-bell wiring. 
Built to last a lifetime. An unusual and 
welcome Christmas or wedding gift. 
A year-’round reminder of the giver. 

Choose from a variety of new models 
$1.00 to $50.00. Attractive finishes. 
Suitable for homes, apartments, offices, 
institutions, etc. Guaranteed. 


Your electrical dealer, department 
or hardware store has them or can get 
them for you. Insist on getting genuine 
Rittenhouse Chimes. 


*Send postcard for free folder. 
The A. E. RITTENHOUSE CO., Inc. 
Dept. 38, Honeoye Falls, N. Y. (Est. 1903) 


RITTENHOUSE 


é ELECTRIC DOOR-CHIMES == 
































BINGO BED. 
Harmlessly 
satisfies 
child's love 
of —— 
Sold at all 
better stores. 


The toys you give will be enjoyed 
most if they are an outlet for play ANDa 
medium for learning. For the child has a 
mind and the toy that makes him think is 
the toy that interests him most. Our free 
guide helps you select toys best suited for 
different ages; explains purpose of each 
toy; how child benefits; illustrates and 
describes modern educational toys, 
sturdy and safe, from 50¢, for boys and 
girls 6 months to 6 years. 

Send coupon now. ‘ 


+|HOLCAT 


EDUCATIONAL TOYS 
Trainas well as entertain. Sold atALL better stores 
Holgate Brothers Co., Kane, Pa. Dept. 
B.G. (Oldas the Nation—1789-1939) 
Please send me, postage paid, without 
obligation, your free guide for select- 
ing right toy. 

Name 
Address 
I usually buy toys at. 
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Accessories for 
Table Settings 


See Pages 30, 31, and 43 


Christmas Buffet Table: Cloth, James Blauvelt, 
Inc., New York City; Milk Glass, Westmoreland 
Glass, Merchandise Mart, Chicago; Sweetmeat 
Dishes, Tatman’s, Inc., Chicago; Holly, Drew 
Sherrard, Oswego, Oregon; Persian Copper 
Tray, Pitcher, and Fruit Plates, Zang’s, oa 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago; Evergreens, Marc 
Leeds, Chicago; Wallpaper, Imperial. 


Candy-Cane Table: Red and Crystal Goblets, 
Dessert Service, Fostoria; Silver, Heirloom 
Plate, Oneida, Ltd., Grenoble Pattern; Candles, 
Will & Baumer; Candy Canes, F.. M. Jay Candy 
Co., Chicago. 


Popcorn-Santa Table: Red-Glass Goblets and 
Plates, Fostoria; Silver, Heirloom Plate, Oneida, 
Ltd., Grenoble Pattern; Cloth Made From 
Red-Star Curtain Scrim. 


Pine-Cone Table: Red-Glass Plates, Goblets, 
Cups, and Saucers, Duncen & Miller; Silver, 
Heirloom Plate, Oneida, Ltd., Longchamps 
Pattern; Candles, Robert Pierce, Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago. 


Dessert-Bridge Table: Red-Glass Goblets and 
Plates, Duncan & Miller; Silver, Heirloom 
Plate, Oneida, Ltd., Longchamps Pattern; Stars 
and Cellophane, Dennison’s. 


Jack Horner Cornucopia Table: Glass, Duncan 
& Miller, Swedish Modern Pattern; Silver, 
Heirloom Plate, Oneida, Ltd., Longchamps 
Pattern; Cloth, Scranton. 


Fruit-Pyramid Table: Crystal Goblets, Sher- 
bets, and Red-Glass Plates, Fostoria, Star Pat- 
tern; Silver, Heirloom Plate, Oneida, Ltd., 
Grenoble Pattern. 


Star and Cornucopia Table: Crystal Goblets, 
Cataract-Sharpe, Ski Pattern; Silver, Heirloom 
Plate, Oneida, Ltd., Grenoble Pattern; China 
Plates, Syracuse, Red Wayne Pattern. 


Vitamin Bi 
NEWS! 


An exciting discovery of a 
wonder-working powder 
that is sweeping America 
by storm! Now available for 
use in your indoor garden- 
ing this winter and out- 
door gardening next spring 





Five-inch rosebuds, daffodils bigger 
than a salad plate, snapdragons six 
feet tall, roses transplanted while flow- 
ering—these are some of the miracu- 
lous results reported by the California 
Institute of Technology in its experi- 
ments with Vitamin B,, the inexpen- 
sive phenomenal plant-powder. 

Now—thru special arrangements 
made by Better Homes & Gardens, you, 
too, can use this wonder-working 
powder in your indoor gardening this 
winter or outdoor gardening next 
spring. 

Vitamin By, is easy to use if you 
follow the simple instructions ex- 
plained in a “how-to-apply” leaflet 
we have just prepared. Send 3c for 
this leaflet now and be one of the first 
in your community to enjoy the gar- 
den pleasures this new discovery is 
bringing to thousands of Better Homes 
& Gardens readers. Use handy coupon 
below. 

Better Homes & Gardens 
Vitamin B1 Department, 
6612 Meredith Building, 


Des Moines, Iowa. 


Please rush me Vitamin B1 News Leaf- 
let. I inclose 3c. 


NAME 





STREET 





CITY STATE 








THERE ARE FEW GIFTS that go toa wom- 
an’s heart like gleaming Pyrex ware! 
And this year you can make your gift 
all the more exciting. Because in many 
cases a dollar will buy ¢wice as much 
of this modern cooking-storing-and- 
serving ware as it would have a couple 
of Christmases ago! And remember, 
sets are attractively gift-boxed at no 
extra cost. Look for the trade-mark 
“PYREX” stamped on every dish, 
and the famous replace- 

ment offer! Corning Glass 
Works, Corning, New York. 
















Pre kei 
Mother'll be wpset if she doesn't get this cup 
set! Six Pyrex utility cups in the new rim- 
less style, for custards, refrigerator 39 

storage, or tidbits. Gift packed....... ¢ 





Flakier crusts with this Py- 
rexmas pie plate bargain! 
114” size 35c; 1044”, 30c; 

94", 25c; 844” (serves 5) 20¢ 


Let them eat cake! Breads 
and meats look tasty, too, 
in this oblong Pyrex 

loaf pan. 944” length. . 45¢ 


A 2-in-1 Pyrexmas surprise! 
Double duty casserole with pie 
plate cover. 3 qt. size 95c; 

2 at., 75c; 1% at., 65c; 1 qt. 50¢ 


SMART PYREX WARE GIFT SETS START AT 89¢_—cirt PACKED 





It’s not only a gift...it’s a give-away! Nine 
pieces of sparkling Pyrex ware...6 custard 


89¢ 


IT’S DIFFERENT—PYREX FLAMEWARE ~* 


cups in handy wire rack, 8-oz. measur- 
ing cup, and 9)4"pie plate ... al! for.. 





— oe ai tells 


3 new-design Flameware 
saucepans. Detachable 
glass handles.Lock-on cov- 
ers. 1% and 2 qt. sizes, $1.95 
and $2.25. Quart $165 
size only.........+. 1 





New low price! Sturdy 
Pyrex all-glass teakettle. 
Smart for table use. Full 
year replacement offer. 24 


qt. size. Was $3.25, 
now only...... 


10 pieces including 9%" bread or loafpan, 14 
qt. casserole with knob cover, 104” utility 
dish, 944” pie plate, and six gleaming $915 
Pyrex custard cups. Packedin gift box 2 
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DOUBLE QUICK 
2 AT-A-TIME 
AUTOMATICALLY 


MANNING-BOWMAN 


/Wttt-0-weatte 


WAFFLE BAKER 


Try these treats: 

Ham Waffles 

Sour Milk Waffles 

Chocolate Brownie 
Waffles 

Orange Waffles 

Dozens of original 
ideas! 





Everybody loves these man- 
size waffles. And “everyone 
eats.” No waiting. 


Makes any meal a surprise 
party. Breakfast, lunch, sup- 
per, tea, snacks. 


Original entertainment—and so easy for the 
hostess. TWIN-O-MATIC does the work for 
you. No fuss, no watching ! 


@ Watch your family break records 
getting to breakfast...or any meal 
when you serve these golden, glo- 
rious Double-Quick Waffles. It’s so 
easy for you, with the wonderful 
TWIN-O-MATIC to do the work and 
“thinking” for you. 

Its clever thermostat dial keeps 
everything under control. Bakes 
light, medium or dark, as you 
choose. No watching, no guessing, 
no fuss, no failures. And everyone 
eats without waiting! TWIN-O- 
MATIC turns out two man-size waf- 


fles—eight servings—at one time. 
See the brilliantly beautiful 
TWIN-O-MATIC at your dealer’s. See 
for yourself how easily it performs. 
Gives a life-time of pleasure for the 
whole family. Complete, $16. Non- 
automatic model, $12.95. 


MANNING, BOWMAN & CoO., 
MERIDEN, CONN, 


WAFFLE BOOK of latest rec- 
ipes, menus and party 
ideas. Get one, FREE at 
your dealer’s. Or send 
us three cents postage. 


Ask your dealer to show you automatic toasters, table grills, coffee makers, flat- 
irons and other Manning - Bowman appliances. Recognized quality for 75 years. 





It Had to Stand Out .. «co, 


our hungry architect-editor, who 
spotied it out of the corner of his 


eye while zipping down the street 








Designed by W. E. Durbahn 


Wauen out scouting for out- 
standing new small homes, John 
Normile, our architect-editor, is, 
even for an architect, unusually 
choosy and hard to impress. When 
hungry, he’s even worse. And he 
was hungry last summer when he 
came upon this Cape Cod gardened 
home. 

He had been driving up and down 
Chicago’s suburbs in search of good 
small homes for hours on end. It was 
past dinnertime, he was _ thoroly 
tired, his eyes hurt. And he had 
turned and was whipping back to- 
ward Chicago and something to eat. 

And then, off to the side on an- 
other street, he saw this home—just 
a flashing side glimpse caught be- 
cause it stood out so brilliantly 
among its neighbors. Tires squealed. 
Was it as good as it looked in that 
glimpse? Back he went. And when 
he saw it again the whole satisfaction 
and relief of a day’s work well done 
swept thru him. Its architectural 
quality was unusual. It was that 
which made it such a stand-out. 

Now it’s Bildcost Gardened Home 
Plan 912—six rooms plus a powder 
room and screened porch, done up 
in America’s best-liked style of home 
architecture, Cape Cod. The home 


is neat, forthright, clear cut, snug. 
It can be built on a lot as narrow as 
50 feet and still leave room for a 
driveway, but a wider lot permits 
a better setting. 

Monotony in the large roof is pre- 
vented by varying the exposure of 
the shingles from seven inches at the 
bottom to three at the top and by 
doubling every seventh course. 

Inside, you step into a center 
hall. Archways lead into the dining- 
room and the long living-room. The 
living-room is a delightful place for 
living and entertaining, what with 
its fireplace, its built-in bookcases 
flanking the French doors in the 
garden end, and its windows and 
doors on three sides to send the 
slightest summer breeze rollicking 
thru. The French doors open to the 
screened porch. 


Wirr the dining-room separated 
from the living-room by a hallway, 
there’s no embarrassment while a 
dinner is made ready for guests. In 
the kitchen there are cupboards on 
each side of the sink, above and be- 
low. And there’s space for the range 
beside the dining-room door, and 
the refrigerator near the rear door, 
with ample room left over for a 











Here’s the secret of so much room—a continuous dormer, which 
converts what would otherwise be waste space into two bed- 
rooms. Our plan provides a screened porch instead of the terrace 
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Neat, simple, and larger than it 
looks is this Bildcost Cape Cod 
cottage. It has six good-size 
rooms, a bath, and a powder room 


breakfast table for smaller meals. In 
the little case over the basement 
stairs the family heirlooms of cop- 
per, glass, and pottery can be dis- 
played, an uncommon attraction in 
kitchens. Below the case is a linen 
and silver storage. 

Between the kitchen and living- 
room is a multiple-use room—a bed- 
room, study, or den, or an ideal 
room for an aged person unable to 
climb stairs. 


Space under the roof is utilized 
for a cedar closet, cabinets, and 
attic storage. Built into the cabinets 
in each bedroom is a drop-leaf writ- 
ing desk, with pigeonholes and 
drawers, to give a son or daughter, 
or even father, a quiet study room. 

Usually there’s only a cabinet in 
the hall for linen storage, but in 
this home there’s a full-size closet 
with shelves from floor to ceiling. In 
it, too, is the clothes chute, out of 
sight yet easily accessible. The prob- 
lem of dead storage for both winter 
and summer clothes is solved by the 
cedar closet adjacent to the linen 
closet. 

In the basement, with its own 
lavatory and fireplace, is a noise- 
bottling rumpus room, where you 
as well as the children can play 
table tennis, dance, or run trains 
with any degree of abandon without 
cluttering or disturbing the house. 

The home has a cubage of 24,000 
feet. Yet compactness, along with 
good insulation, makes it easy to 
heat. Arthur Fjerre, owner of the 
Highland Park home, burns coke, 
and he says his fuel bills, in the 
Illinois climate, average slightly over 
$50 a year. And in the summer, he’ll 
tell you, the house has been delight- 
fully cool. 

Yes, a home has to look awfully 
good to stop our hungry architect- 
editor, zipping [ Turn to page 57 
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Basement 


Working plans for this Bildcost 
Gardened Home are available 
from Better Homes & Gardens. 
Construction conforms to FHA 
standards. How much will it 
cost you to build it in your 


own community? See page 57 
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until I went to buy a chair. All the 


Buy A CHAIR 


and came hom 
my 


I'd heard a lot about Masonite Tempered Presdwood, but never saw it 


e with a new 
handbag 











store’s display rooms were made of it. 


The manager said they use Tempered Presdwood because it’s a clean, 


dry board .. . easy to install . . 


. and they can get really beautiful walls 
and ceilings with it. What’s more, it costs very little. 


as i 
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I suddenly realized Tempered Presdwood might enable Larry and me 
to have our whole bedroom done over, so I made some pencil sketches 


of those smart model rooms. 


Sure enough, we found that Tempered 


Presdwood could go on right over the old walls. It’s grainless and moisture- 
resisting too. It won’t warp, chip, split or crack. And it can be painted. 





You’d never know the old bedroom now. Our walls are Tempered 
Presdwood, scored vertically and painted deep blue. The ceiling is light 


grey. We have a built-in chest of 


Presdwood, of course. And a handy built-in shelf over 


our bed for radio and books. P. S. 
that he bought me a whole suite of 


® MASONITE TEMPERED PRESDWOOD is the ideal, econom- 
ical material for new building and remodeling. 
the coupon below for free sample and full information. 


FREE 
SAMPLE 


MASONITE CORPORATION, Dept. BH-3, 
[] Please send me FREE sample and more 


wood for new and remodeled homes. 
1 | enclose !0c for oony of your special! home-owner's magazine entitled “OUR HOME" 


(check if desired). 


icc 


Addre:: 





drawers along one wall — Tempered 


Larry was so pleased 
new furniture. 


Mail 


COPYRIGHT 1939 


MASONITE 


TEMPERED PRESDWOOD 


THE WONDER WOOD 
OF A THOUSAND USES 


SOLD BY LUMBER 
DEALERS EVERYWHERE 


111 West Washington St., Chicago, Illinois 
information about Masonite Tempered Presd- 
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TWO OF THE 
12 BEAUTIFUL 
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This beautiful Sheraton 
style drum table will 
pay constant tribute to 
your own good taste. 
One drawer. All mahog- 
any with matched swirl 
mahogany top. $29.50* 


You who have the happy faculty 
of selecting exactly the right 
gifts will respond instantly’ to 
Imperial’s new MASTERS 
Tables. This important Mew 
group of 12 beautiful Aables 
includes the smartest styles and 
types to meet the mos¢f fastidi- 
ous taste. The Eliot and the 
Mannering shown hgre but sug- 
gest their charms. See these fine 
mahogany creations mow, at 
your leading dealer's. _ * 


MANNERING 


Ever so decorative, 
usetul and smart is 
this Hepplewhite 
nest of tables. The 
largest table has 
laminated wood 
gallery ‘and\is pan- 
eled with genuine 
leather. oned. 
any. 27.50* 


How to b®&sure you get 
the best buyin Tables 


Many people find it difficult te recognize 
the features that constitute fine furniture. 
quality. !n buying tables, follow this simple 
procedure. Look for the famous 
Shield trademark. It is found on Mie Qnder 
side of every genuine Imperial Table, 
is your assurance of lasting satisfa 


*Price slightly higher 
at distant points. 





Imperial MASTERS Tables are 
further identified by a green-and-black 
display tag bearing description and price. 
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ing away soil and getting yourself 
all wet. It weighs less than a pound, 
costs $2.25. It can be used to water 
even the smallest plants with the 
water turned on full force; it simply 
leaves the water motionless on the 
ground to soak in. It’s really very 
good. Fifty-two inches long, it en- 
ables you to direct water to the back 
of a six-foot bed without stepping 
into the soil. I heartily endorse it.” 


No. 17: Here Mr. Nielsen speaks 
up with a suggestion about “‘tools 
that will make any man’s or woman’s 
heart glad.” Why not, he queries, 
throw your old rusty hand tools 
away and have Santa bring you a 
new set of matched hand tools? 
Stainless-steel tools never rust and 
are always ready to go, and the soil 
falls easily away from the smooth 
surface to make the work so much 
easier and more pleasant. The set is 
comprised of two trowels, one of 
narrow and one of wide blade, and 
a three-prong fork. The trowels are 
$1.75 each, the fork $2. A two-piece 
set composed of the fork and either 
one of the trowels is $3.50. 


No. 18: Mr. Bicknell says, ‘Next 
to a good pair of pruners, a good 
trowel is more fun for the possessor 
than any other tool,” and he sug- 
gests this stainless-steel trowel be- 
cause “‘it appeals to her majesty and 
is a good tool.” $1.50. 


No. 19: Bicknell’s favorite for men, 
however, is this big husky $1 trowel 
with the angle of the long handle just 
right for good hard digging. Tho 
not stainless, it stays shiny because 
it gets so much work, is 13 inches 
long. Says he: “It’s of good weight 
and balance, sharp, and with a blade 
that won’t fold up every time you 
try to pry out a rock, with a long 
handle that leaves the hide on the 
palm of your hand, and large enough 
to take up a good load of earth— 
none of this scraping with a table- 
spoon business!” 


Ne. 20: Everyone who grows any 
plant or tree at all needs a good pair 
of pruning shears. “For general 
pruning around the garden you'll 
find this blade-and-anvil type just 
the thing,” says Nielsen. “The V- 
shape blade slices thru tough 
branches into a soft metal anvil with 
surprising ease.’’ There are no stops 
or springs between the handles to 
pinch your hands. $2. 


No. 21: Bicknell has a different 
idea about shears. ‘‘During the last 
four years I’ve used 10 different 
kinds of the better makes. I prefer 
this one, which can be had in four 
lengths: 6-inch, $2.35; 7-inch, $2.50; 
8-inch, $2.65; 9-inch, $3. The little 
fellow is a favorite with the ladies 
and yet can do a man’s work. The 
handles are kept closed by a leather 
strap which is positive yet never 
pinches, and the stop is inside the 
spring, so there’s nothing to cut 
your gloves. The curve of the blade 
is such that it cuts large branches 
instead of letting them slide out.” 
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MIXMASTER 


WITH THE EXCLUSIVE NEW 


Automathe Mir- Fina, 


SIMPLY 


A 
THE CORRECT 
MIXING 
SPEED 


Feather-light Cakes and 
Cookies... Creamy-fluff Mashed 
Potatoes ... Velvet-smooth 
Icings and Sauces... Oranges 
juiced and strained in a jiffy! 

No guesswork about the mix. 
It's all plainly indicated on the 
Mix-Finder dial—easy-to-see, 
easy-to-set and scientifically 
right. Only MIXMASTER has it. 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCES MADE 


AT ALL GOOD ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE DEALERS 





SWEET 


+ World famed —6 favorite 
y colors — searlet-cerise, 
brilliant rose, white, 
2 cream-pink, lavender, 
true blue—a 10c-pkt. of seeds 
of each, all 6 for 25¢, postpaid 


and new flowers, vegetables. Very low prices, 













’ Burpee’s Seed Catalog free—favorite old 
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Find Out 


About This Quick, New, Easy 


Way to Do Your Ironing 


It's truly sensational — this new modern 
Armstrong method of ironing. It whisks 
you through biggest ironings — from 
sheets to shirts — in half the time. No 
iron to push — no hours of standing on 
your feet. You sit in comfort and 
simply direct the job— the fully auto- 
matic ARMSTRONG does all the work. 


Send for Free Booklet 
Find out about this wonderful appliance. It's 
the ideal Christmas gift. Mail postal for illus- 
trated free booklet by noted home economist. 
Address Armstrong Products Corporation, 
37 W. 7th Ave., Huntington, W. Va. 


IRONERS 











Ne. 22: For cutting flowers, this is, 
and very nice. With one hand you can 
reach into the middle of a thorny 
bush and cut and hold your flower, 
because there’s a spring to clamp 
the stem softly in the jaws of the 
shears. $1.50. 


Neo. 233: A he-man pocket knife, 
this grafting knife. A bit expensive, 
nothing fancy to look at, but the 
kind of honest-to-gosh knife every 
man has secretly wanted since he 
was 5. $2.50. 


Ne. 24: Do you grow unusual 
plants? Then a kit to test soil acidity 
and alkalinity is almost a necessity 
and takes guesswork out of lots of 
gardening. ““By experimenting with 
the reaction of different plants to 
certain foods,” says Nielsen, “‘you 
can find out their requirements and 
learn to grow them to perfection.” 
The top kit sells for $2, the left one 
for $4.75, and the right for $2. Very 
appropriate for gardeners with a 
scientific turn. 


Manufacturers and wholesalers prefer that 
you buy from your local retailers. But if you 
can’t find these or similar tools in your own 
community, here are the sources of those pic- 
tured. Prices are subject to change. 

No. 1: Flexo Rake, sold only by local retailers 

No. 2: Gumfinger Lawn Rake, Sabin Machine 
empany, 6538 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland, 

10. 

No. 3: Norcross Three-Prong Weeder, A. M. 
Leonard & Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 4: Turf Edger No. 4, Union Fork & Hoe, 
Columbus, Ohio. 

No. 5: Gardex Turf Edger, Gardex Inc., 
Michigan City, Indiana. 

No. 6: SC4 Speedy Cultivator, American Fork & 
Hoe Company, 1623 Euclid, Cleveland, Ohio. 

No. 7: Professional Pruner Lopping Shears, Sey- 
mour Smith & Son, Inc., Oakville, Connecticut. 

No. 8: Electrimmer, Skilsaw, Inc., 5033 Elston 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 

No. 9: Wiss English Pattern Shock-Proof Hedge 
Shears, J. Wiss & Sons Company, 33 Littleton 
Avenue, Newark, New Jersey. 

No. 10: No. 20 California Curved Pruner, E. C. 
Atkins & Company, 402 South Illinois, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. 

No. 11: Feeny Model D 2-qt. Duster, Feeny 
Manufacturing Company, Muncie, Indiana. 

No. 12: Edge-Shear, Brasted Lawn Trimmer, 
Inc., Bedford, Ohio. 

No. 13: Graswip, The Village Blacksmith 
Folks, Watertown, Wisconsin. 

No. 14: Home Garden Shovel, Wood Shovel & 
Tool Company, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 15: Water Wand, Scofield Manufacturing 
Company, Box 36, Station A, Palo Alto, 
California. 

No. 16: No. T7712 cag orp Spade, A. M. 
Leonard & Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 17: Stainless Steel Garden Trowels No. 8111 
and No. 8112 and Fork No. 8113, Alfred Field 
& Company, 93 Chambers & 75 Reade Streets, 
New York City. 

No. 18: Skelton Stainless Trowel, A. M. Leon- 
ard & Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 19: True Temper Drop-Shank Trowel, Ameri- 
can Fork & Hoe Company, Cleveland, Ohio 

No. 20: No. 1719 Snap Cut Pruner, Seymour 
Smith & Son, Oakville, Connecticut. 

No. 21: No. 124 S. Kunde & Sohn Pruning 
Shear, A. M. Leonard & Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 22: No. 128 Snap-Cut Flower Pitker @& 
Pruner, Seymour Smith & Son, Inc., Oakville, 
Connecticut. 

No. 23: No. 23A S. Kunde & Sohn Grafting 
Knife, A. M. Leonard & Son, Piqua, Ohio. 

No. 24: 

Set at top: LaMotte Soil Teskit, LaMotte 
Chemical Products Company, McCormick 
Building, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Set at left: Sudbury Club Model Soil Test Kit, 
and at right: Sudbury Soil Test Kit Model D, Sud- 
bury Soil Testing Laboratory, South Sudbury, 
Massachusetts. 
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adore this amusing all-steel-body 
Beccasine doll, multiple-jointed so 
she’ll hold her glass bass viol in any 


position desired. The bottle comes in 
clear crystal, amber, blue, pink, or 
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IMPERIAL 
CANDLEWICK 


SPARKLING crystal in a 


gracefully simple pattern that 
will give you a new concep- 
tion of glassware loveliness. 
It is Early American styled 
for smart modern hostesses. 
Available in more than 100 
pieces for gift-giving, for 
your own home service. 


For a beautifully illustrated 
Imperial Candlewick folder 
and the name of the Imperial 
Candlewick dealer in your 
locality, write Dept. 4, 
IMPERIAL GLASS COR- 
PORATION, BELLAIRE, 
OHIO 








00% Pre VERMONT 
MAPLE SUGAR 


Thirty-six smooth, creamy Maple “‘leaves’’. . . 


that stay creamy and delicious . . . packed for 
Christmas in prize-winning MAPLE CABIN 
of natural-wood logs! Filled to the “snow- 
covered” roof with 7% oz. of this distinctive 
confection, made by exclusive Maple Grove proc- 
ess, and shipped to you or your Xmas list . . . 
DIRECT from maple-land. Unique Cabin is 
useful afterward for many purposes. Delights 
young and old. Neat, sturdy, parcel post carton. 


$1.00 POSTPAID 
West of Mississippi add 10¢ 


With each order goes an illustrated folder of all 
our Pure Maple Products, and list of select 
dealers near you who carry fresh supplies. 





Maple Grove, Route 2, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 














we FILBERTS for Christmas 


a A new gift treat—extra fancy Filberts 
stuffed with plump nut-meats, sweet 

>" and rich. Grown only in Oregon. Pre- 
9° paid anywhere in U.S. to arrive date 
~.] you wish. $2 for 5 Ib. jute bag. Send 
WA check, mailing list to Frolic’s Filbert 
Farm, 706 S. E. Union, Portland, Ore. 
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green, and is charmingly effective 
for such water-growing vines as 
wandering-Jew and the variegated 
pothos. $3.75. 


Neos. 15 and 16: Sensible and 
festive, these glowing copper gifts are 
bound to please all tastes. A Christ- 
mas fern would be perfect in the 
copper container. The watering pot 
is a houseplant necessity. Its long, 
slender spout is convenient for fill- 
ing high vases and hanging plants. 
Two-quart watering pot, $2.25; one- 
pint size, $1.50; five-inch flower 
pot, $1.25. 


Ne. 17: And when she opens her 
package and finds this splendid com- 
bination copper and brass Jefferson 
wall piece, price $4.50, designed to 
hold her favorite plants in a most 
graceful fashion, she'll be thrilled 
from top to toe. 


If you can’t find these containers in your com- 
munity, they’re available from: 

Items No. 1, 4, and 8, Norton-Bolender, Inc., 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago. 

Items No. 2, 3, 7, and 14, Mrs. E. D. Leavitt, 
Merchandise Mart, Chicago. 

Item No. 5, W. C. Owen, Inc., Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago. 

Item No. 6, Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Items No. 9, 10, and 11, The Haeger Pot- 
teries, Inc., Dundee, Illinois. 

Item No. 12, Robert Pierce, Merchandise 
Mart, Chicago. 

Item No. 13, Marc Leeds, 2058 Lincoln Park 
West, Chicago. 

Items No. 15, 16, and 17, Revere Copper & 
Brass, Inc., Rome, New York. 





It Had to Stand Out 
[ Begins on page 54 | 


down another street. This one did 
look good. And you see for yourself 
that it is good, unusually good. 


Now, how much 
will it cost you? . 


We’ve prepared a list of all materials needed 
to build this house. Using this list, your archi- 
tect, building-material dealer, or builder can 
figure the exact cost to you. We can’t accurately 
state that cost here because building costs are 
higher in some communities, lower in others. 
Send 6 cents for this list. Use coupon below. 
You are in no way obligated. 


The list of materials is only one part of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Service. If the cost 
is right and you decide to build this house, we’ll 
send you the necessary plans, specifications, 
and contract forms for the nominal price of $5 
for one set, $2.50 for additional sets. For all prac- 
ticable purposes, three sets are necessary—one 
for your architect, contractor, and yourself. 


BILLXOS 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


Better Homes & Gar- 
dens’ Bildcost Service 
is a regular feature of 
the magazine. No 
matter where you live—East, West, North, or 
Sout:—there’s a Bildcost Gardened Home for 
you and your family. The construction of all 
ildcost homes conforms to Federal Housing 
Administration standards. 


Vv 


Better Homes & Gardens 
8612 Meredith Building 
Des Moines, lowa 


> Send me the List of Materials to 
enable me to learn the exact cost to 
build Bildcost Home No. 912 in 
my own community. | inclose 6 cents 
(or two 3-cent stamps). 
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EARCH the stores over—and 
S come right back to this! Here 
is the gift with everything — the 
gift of beauty and distinction; of 
long, long usefulness; of brighter 
breakfasts for years to come. A 
gift which somebody will still be 
thanking you for, many Merry 
Christmases from now... 

It is the superb new Toastmaster 
automatic pop-up type toaster, 
handsomer than ever in its bril- 








liant 1940 styling —and, as ever, the 
very last word in toastmanship! 
With its famous Flexible Timer, 
it regulates the toasting to a “T,” 
pops up the piping-hot slices, auto- 
matically clicks off the current. No 
watching, no turning, no burning 
— just perfect toast every time! 
See this smartest of toasters 
($16.00: 1-slice model, $9.95) 
and other Toastmaster* products 


wherever fine appliances are sold. 





***TOASTMASTER”’ is a registered trademark of MCGRraw ELecTric ComPANY, Toastmaster Products 
Division, Elgin, Illinois * Copyright 1939, McGraw Electric Company 
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How wonderful—if this 
happened in your family 


» 





\ 
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. COWS 


Yes, how wonderful it would be if misery and sick- 
ness from colds in your family could be cut by half— 
and by such a simple, easily followed plan. Of course 
Vicks Plan may not do as much in your home. Or it 
may do even more! But with sucha record, it certainly 
deserves a trial in every home—especially where there 


are children. 


Directions for following Vicks Plan and the story 
of the clinical tests come with every bottle of Vicks 
Va-tro-nol, and every jar of Vicks VapoRub. 





When Colds Threaten— 


To help keep colds from developing, 
put a few drops of Vicks Va-tro-nol up 
each nostril at the first sneeze, sniffle or 
nasal irritation. 


This specialized medication—con- 
taining several relief-giving agents plus 
ephedrine—is expressly designed for the 
nasal passages, where most colds start. 
Va-tro-nol stimulates Nature’s own 
defenses to help prevent the development of 
many colds—to throw them off in their 
early stages. 


When you see the 
results, you will un- 
derstand why Vicks 
Va-tro-nol is Amer- 
ica’s favorite nasal 
medication, 


gcno® 


N 


pen. 2,650 school children—in their homes and 
at school—were clinical subjects for 5 months— 
in atest of Vicks Plan, a simple home guide consisting 
of a few rules of hygiene and the proper use of two 
specialized medications. The amazing results shown 
above are from doctors’ certified records of this clinic. 


Sr a result is mot impossible. It actually did hap- 


The use of Va-tro-nol and VapoRub 
is an essential part of Vicks Plan 
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If a Cold Strikes— 


To relieve discomforts and invite heal- 
ing, restful sleep, rub throat, chest, 
and back with Vicks VapoRub at 
bedtime. 


This specialized medication goes right 
to work to bring relief two ways at once. 
(1) It penetrates the surface skin and 
stimulates like a warming, comforting 
poultice. (2) Its medicinal vapors, re- 
leased by body heat, are breathed into 
the cold-irritated air passages. 


And when you see how distress of the 

cold is relieved, you 
will understand 
why Vicks Vapo- 
Rub is a trusted, in- 
dispensable friend 
in 3 out of 5 homes. 








Something Everyone Will Enjoy 


Near.y everyone who has a home enjoys looking at photo- 
graphs of new furnishings and new homes, reading about flower- 
growing, and gathering ideas that help make a home more charm- 
ing and cozy. For them a gift subscription to Better Homes & 
Gardens is ideal as a Christmas remembrance. Beautiful gift 
greeting cards like that pictured above are furnished FREE for 
you to sign and mail to those for whom you select this appropriate 
gift. Just write today to Better Homes & Gardens for as many of 
these cards as you think you can use. See page 73 for special 


Christmas-gift rates. 








Fun at Home 


great enthusiasm for them. So they 
decided to give a Pooh party. Invi- 
tations to a “‘little smackerel of 
something”’ were couched in Pooh’s 
own language and illustrated with 
sketches copied from the books. Each 
guest was asked to come as a Milne 
character. Entering into the spirit 
with imagination and cleverness few 
adults would show, they appeared 
costumed as Christopher Robin, 
Kanga, Eeyore, Small, Tigger, Rab- 
bit, and the rest. And, of course, 
Pooh, himself. Favors were quite 
recognizable likenesses of the char- 
acters, made with walnut shells for 
bodies, pipe cleaners for legs, and 
gumdrops for heads. 


Or COURSE, there was a small pot 
of honey at each place, and one of 
the games, all of which the girls in- 
vented for the occasion, consisted of 
pinning pots of honey upon a huge 
crayon likeness of Pooh. 

Everything about this party was 
the idea and handiwork of the young 
hostesses. Not only was it highly suc- 
cessful, but it provided those who 
gave it with two weeks of happy 
planning, shopping, and making 
things. 

If ideas are hard to come by, that’s 
what party books are for. A new one, 
All About Parties, by Nina Kaye 
(Crown Publishers), is a complete 
guide for entertainment at home. It 
tells how to issue the invitations and 
how to manage every phase of the 
party, including appropriate and 
easily prepared refreshments. There 
are directions for playing all the old 
games and a number of new ones, 
besides scores of delightful special 
parties which made the eyes of my 
high-schooler sparkle. 


Another one, The Year Round 


[ Begins on page 46 | 


Party Book, by Young and Gardner 
(J. B. Lippincott Company), gives 
a great many games suitable for a 
Christmas or for a New Year’s Eve 
party. It offers many lists of puz- 
zles, always popular at a party. The 
high-schooler might not want to 
follow these plans thruout, but he’ll 
find plenty of inspiration for an eve- 
ning’s entertainment that will stand 
out in the annals of the crowd. 


Or COURSE, the smart thing is 
to start the habit of fun at home long 
before the high-school years, when 
it’s largely a matter of fitting up an 
attractive play place and making 
the neighborhood welcome. 

Dr. Jay B. Nash, of New York 
University, an authority on recrea- 
tion, tells us that more than half the 
28,000,000 families of America live 
in single houses with back yards. He 
insists that no matter how small your 
back yard or how it’s arranged, it 
can be made an ideal play place for 
children. (You can get his pam- 
phlet, telling how to do it, from the 
Children’s Bureau, Department of 
Labor, Washington, D. C.) 


Tue smallest lot will house a gym 
apparatus. Doctor Nash says his 
most popular one was made from 
gas pipe at small expense. Or you 
can buy them with swings, teeter 
totter, trapeze, rings, and horizontal 
bars for surprisingly small sums. 
Boys and girls will come like flies to 
honey. Store the old bedroom set 
somewhere else and make the garage 
available for rainy-day play. On the 
door nail a basket for basketball 
practice. Tennis balls can be bounced 
against its side. Here’s the place lor 
that dart game. 

And here’s something to think 
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about right now. Is there a safe 
Away place where your youngster can use 
the locomotion toys—roller skates, 
BASKETS tricycle, bicycle, or wagon which 
; you plan to get him for Christmas? 
©. Ue YOUR If not, ane cement your drive. 
LE eee | Doctor Nash points out that the 
CHRISTMAS Christmas season brings many trage- 
dies from use of Christmas gifts on 
busy streets. A cement drive will 
provide a safe place for learning and 
for continued use for small children. 
Hard-surfaced, it also becomes an 
important part of the play scheme. 
It can be used for all sorts of chil- 
dren’s games. Paint a shuffleboard or 
deck-tennis court on it for the use of 
the whole family. Be sure to post a 
sign at the front, asking delivery 
trucks to stop at the street, when a 
driveway is used for play. 
oy Irs usually a mistake regularly to 
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re 46) are going thru a rowdy and difficult 
phase. One group of parents ar- 
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mn set Pecawar een seo ee oly | 4_ ANd mong other helpful | ra fos ae Bi bee LL ievcink: Cerna mitt Oops ant i 
yarage 1439 Merchandise Mart, Chicago, Illinois Dept. 12B features 1s an entertaining with ° “1 ysol”’ : solution to shelves, etc., rinse gar- laundry overnight, with etc ) with an antiseptic 
Jn . . po ey pe per dissertation by a fellow who’s disinfect while cleaning. bage pail daily. a “Lysol” solution Lysol” solution. 
ketba 1 ©.0.D, (De Luxe Chrome Model, $2.00). a nut about lemons and citrus) =| ~~~~~~~ ee ye = 
yunced RPO EA LETE RAEI ae fruits and who raises them Oe eee eee, Sean 
ie fot ict north of the Mason-Dixon | Bloomfield, NJe U8 An Sore - 
a _ as an absorbing hobby. He Please send me “Lysol ys. Germs”, with facts ; 
think enema ern A tells you how to do the same. about feminine hygiene and other usesof “Lysol”. City sas, see a Fink Prodecte One. 
DENS, MM DECEMBER, 1939 — SEE... HEISE . . PAGE 71 
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MR. HONT GETS A LESSON / 








2. “A clogged drain—with Drano in 
the house?” explodes Mrs. Hunt. 
“Hand me that can of Drano in 
the cupboard—and watch!’ 


1. “Welcome home, honey” beams 
Mr. Hunt. “‘Everything’s fine— 
except the kitchen drain got 
clogged, and I haven’t washed 
the dishes for a week!”’ 













4. “See, darling?” smiles Mrs. 
Hunt. “Drano cleans drains— 
and a teaspoonful each night 
helps keep them clean, free- 
flowing!”’ 


3. In the drain goes Drano—out goes 
the clogging muck! Dr&ano gets 
down deep and digs out all the 
grease, grounds and stoppage. 








P.S. After the dishes — use a teaspoonful of 
Drano to guard against clogged drains. Never 


over 25¢ at grocery, drug, hardware stores. aw 


TO KEEP 
DRAINS CLEAN 
-— 
SN 


Drano CLEANS CLOGGED DRAINS Gy 


Copr. 1939, The Drackett Co. 














WRIGHT'S 
% CAUGHT 
on crmicét SILVER 


GLANCE AT My 

















“The town’s social leaders — and what 
their eyes didn’t say about my tarn- 
ished silver! Now I shine my silver 
each week with Wright’s Silver Cream. 
It’s so easy to use. And so soft on the 
hands,” 













Someer Sitver Duits Tue Dinner 
WRIGHT'S SILVER CREAM MAKES YOUR TABLEWARE GLEAM 


America’s Larcest-Sectine Sinver CLEANER 


















BENNETT ) 


Plaphereen 


JRTAINS 


QUICK WAY to MAKE 
CANAPES and 
SANDWICHES... 


at Home 
Four canapes from 
one slice — many at- 
tractive shapes such 
as fans, crescents, 
ovals, moons, rounds 
and others! Cuts 
neatly, holds for 
spreading, ciects per- 
fectly. Stainless steel, 
easily cleaned; gift 
boxed, guaranteed. 
Free folder. 


E 


New beauty convenience 
safety. Send for free literature 
describing all styles 
80+ Bennett Fireplace Company, 
1239 South St., Norwich, N. Y. 
ac ff 

















Old Furnishings Have Charm 


[ Begins on page 22 | 


it dresses up the mantel, flanked by 
a pair of brass candlesticks. Filled 
with garden flowers (a small glass 
concealed inside holds the water), 
it’s a picture on the lowboy in the 
hall. Now, in winter, it holds green 
vines which trail down over my 
desk as I write. A collector would 
sniff at my teapot, yet I wouldn’t 
sell it for twenty times what it cost. 

Your true antiquer is interested 
in everything and anything that has 
decorative possibilities. A discrimi- 
nating eye and a flash of imagination 
will achieve wonders with the plun- 
der from an antiquing expedition. 
A covered toothbrush dish, relic of 
an old toilet set, holds cigarets on 
the coffee table. Capacious sugar 
bowls which lost their lids long ago 
are naturals for low flower arrange- 
ments. Hand-hollowed wooden mix- 
ing bowls, worn thin with use, are 
wonderful for popcorn or fruit. Tin 
canisters, covered with mellow old 
decalcomanias in flowery designs, 
once held tea in a country store, but 
are now enchanting on the serving 
table in the dining-room. 


Op tin candle brackets, wired 
for electricity, are prized wall 
sconces. Blanket chests made of Ver- 
mont “‘punkin pine”? may be put to 
their original use of stowing away 
extra covers at the foot of your bed; 
also as woodboxes, window seats, 
or child’s toy chest. Use old brass 
pails for your wastebaskets. You'll 
need a little patience in pounding 
out the dents and lots of elbow 
grease to remove the tarnish and 
grime, but the results are wonderful! 

Fit chair-height, spraddled legs 
on big round or oval wooden mixing 
bowls to hold your knitting, sewing, 
magazines, or, with a metal liner, 
growing plants. Fierce-looking beetle 
bootjacks of cast iron make grand 
doorstops. Iron footscrapers in 
fancy shapes fasten to your doorstep 
or perch over a cast-iron pan which 
catches the mud. Pewter plates and 
tankards, frequently made by travel- 
ing tinkers who cast them to order at 
the customer’s back door, dress up 
your Welsh cabinet. Odd _ glass 
bottles give a scintillating rainbow 
of color in a window or bay where 
you can put up glass shelves. You 
can easily lose your heart to a tinkly 
music box that plays a number of 
familiar old tunes. Often these boxes 
have chiming bells as well, and 
butterflies and birds that flutter and 
dip to the music. 


Bur the mere fact that something 
is old doesn’t make it beautiful nor 
desirable. There were poor, careless 
designers and craftsmen in the early 
days just as there are now. If you’re 
one of those lucky persons who have 
an innate sense of style and color, 
and a feeling for nice proportion and 
design, you can wander practically 
unscathed thru countless antiquing 
expeditions, and come home with 
few mistakes to regret. But for most 
of us, caution is the wisest course 
until we’re reasonably sure we can 
trust our own judgment. 

An antiquer’s tastes extend to so 
many things that the books don’t 
seem to cover! I’ve found myself 


dangling helplessly on a limb so 
many times that I’ve worked out 
an “encyclopedia” of my own 
which will probably draw snorts of 
amusement from experienced col- 
lectors. But because antiquing is 50 
much fun, and so full of decorative 
adventures for a homemaker, [|| 
risk derision to give you some of my 
pet discoveries. 


Before you look or start an- 
tiquing Have a definite idea of 
the decorative effect you want to 
achieve. You may have originally 
decided to use a Staffordshire figure 
and brass candlesticks on your man- 
telpiece, and wind up with a de- 
lightful old clock and a pair of small 
luster pitchers for philodendron. Or 
you plan to hang a mirror above 
your desk, and actually end with a 
series of four stunning old prints, ar- 
ranged two-above-two. If you’ve a 
mental picture of your general set- 
up, be prepared to fill in the details 
as you find the accessories that take 
your fancy. 


Where to look Whenever you 
see or hear the word “antiques,” 
scoot for the spot. Don’t be dis- 
couraged if the place looks like a dis- 
heartened junk yard. Some of my 
choice finds have been dug out of an 
accumulation of years. Occasionally 
you'll be lucky at auctions. Don’t 
be very optimistic about picking up 
good buys from the original owners, 
because most people who have nice 
old things are fully aware of their 
value and set too high a price to 
make it worth your while. We spent 
weeks haunting farms to buy an old 
farm bell, only to find it cheaper 
and easier to get one from a dealer 
who bought old iron and brass by 
the pound. 


Cultivate dealers Some deal- 
ers, while they may have all kinds 
of things, specialize in one line, 
such as china or glass, tables and 
chairs, or chests. If the china dealer, 
for instance, doesn’t have the big 
tureen you want for your sideboard, 
he'll be glad to keep an eye cocked 
to windward and let you know when 
one turns up. Chances are, since he 
knows he can sell it, he'll be able 
to get you a bargain. Almost in- 
variably dealers are interesting char- 
acters, and if you visit them often 
you'll become fast friends. They'll 
take great pains to call or write you 
when they find something they 
think you'll like, and while all this 
attention is good business for them, 
it’s very pleasant. 


Buying furniture Here’s where 
you can go haywire fast, in a big 
way! The day of finding “‘“museum 
pieces” is over. Collectors have 
snapped up practically all of the so- 
called good pieces. However, we 
antiquers are really more interested 
in nicely designed, livable things 
that will fit into our own homes. 
Simple chests, (see the photograph 
on page 23), small tables, big drop- 
leaf tables, beds, Windsor arrow- 
back and Hitchcock chairs, rockers, 
and cricket stools are still available 
in good quantities. 
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Have you ever 
cooked with wine? 


New Cook Book tells 
57 easy, tested ways 
to glorify everyday 
food dishes. It’s a 
FREE gift from the 
wine growers of 
California 





Here are thrifty secrets of food fla- 
voring treasured by generations of 
the world’s best cooks. 57 easy-to- 
follow recipes for delicious salads, 
soups, sauces, meats, fish, chicken, 
game — yours FREE in this hand- 
some 32-page Wine Cook Book. 


As famous cooks know, wine 
brings new glamour — new subtle 
flavor and aroma—to even the 
simplest everyday dishes. What you 
taste is not the flavor of wine. It’s 
an unsuspected, ravishing goodness 
wine discovers for you in the food 
itself! To secure your copy of the 
Wine Cook Book free, write the 
Wine Advisory Board, 85 Second 
Street, San Francisco, California. 


Now chosen by 9 in 10 
hostesses, the wines 
of California are 

well developed, true 
to type, inexpensive 








MENTAL HAPPINESS 


DO YOU el sil 
Have happi 
make new Friends 





Pavel ot 


oe aert Poages phe aot 
creative powers of your mind. Let the 


Rosicrucians send you a free copy of “The 
Secret Heritage.” It tells how you may learn 
to mentally dominate your conditions. Address: 
Scribe M.P.E. 
The ROSICRUCIANS 


San Jose (amorc) CaLiPoRNia 











For 
Every 


Decorative Use 
Free Illustrated Booklet 


Write for booklet illustrating our complete 
line of decorative and novelty Candles. Spe- 
cial styles and special designs for Thanks- 
giving and Christmas as well as for 
bridge, birthday and anniversary 
parties, teas and formal or infor- 
mal dinners. 

Emkay Candles are fine qual- 
ity, clean-burning, smokeless, 
and odorless. 


Wi ben ede 









Seek: ah ; 


Candle Co., Inc. 
Dept. B, 


Syracuse, 
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When a piece is in such poor con- 
dition that it will require a lot of 
expense to put it in shape, avoid it; 
you can buy a good reproduction 
for less money. Most old pieces are 
the better for refinishing. 


Buying decorative accessories 
You can delve into the books on old 
china until your head swims and 
still be on uncertain ground. I buy 
the pieces I like, regardless of pedi- 
gree, and look them up later. The old 
pottery Staffordshire printed de- 
signs in brown, black, deep pink, 
blue, or green, all on an ivory body, 
are lovely. The scenes on most of 
them are American, English, or 
Italian. Altho the books say that 
the American historical events are 
the most valuable, I don’t care a 
hoot if I like the color and design. 
Small dessert plates with colored 
borders and natural fruit or flower 
centers are charming decorations for 
china cabinets or open shelves. 

There are literally scores of de- 
signs in pressed glass. You may find 
only a piece or two at a time in the 
pattern you want to assemble for 
your table, but it’s one of the biggest 
thrills of antiquing to discover ad- 
ditional pieces in the most unex- 
pected places. 

Prints and pictures rate a whole 
story in themselves. The most dec- 
orative include Currier and Ives 
prints, and similar ones of the same 
period, unsigned . . . colored fashions 
from the old Godey’s Ladies’ Books 

. - some lovely old fruit, flower, 
bird, and ship prints . . . samplers, 
and the later embroideries of the 
Victorian period miniatures 

. . and quaint primitive drawings 
which you may or may not like. 


What to pay This is your own 
personal problem. Prices vary so 
with different sections of the coun- 
try and individual dealers that 
there’s only one rule to follow: 
Never pay more than the article is 
worth ¢o you, and set your limit low. 
After you’ve been antiquing a while, 
you'll establish your own standard 
of values of certain things. 

There are few moments in life 
which bring you greater satisfaction 
than when you point with pride and 
say, “Yes, that’s a nice old this- 
and-that picked up in a funny old 
antique shop to use as a which-and- 
such. Let me tell you about it ....” 








Another Expose 


eee A month or so ago we dug into 
the private lives of interior dec- 
orators and showed you the 
sensible, down-to-earth ideas 
they used in their own home dec- 
oration. 

Again we expose a decorator. 
Next issue we take you to his 
home and show you the charm- 
ing exterior. Then we take you 
inside to see the strikingly beau- 
tiful and intelligently handled 
rooms. 

From this one feature you'll 
get many ideas applicable to 
your own home. But of course 
this is just one of several features 
planned for the homemaker 
who’s interested in having a more 
beautifully furnished and dec- 
orated home—on a budget. 
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Thrilling to give... 








Thrilling to get! 


What a thrill there is when the lid pops off a gift that’s 
labeled “a Master-Etching from me to you.” 
It's a gift not just for the day but for the yotib: aA tox 
tables that gleam long after Christmas candles snuff out. 
“Master-Etchings”’ are matching etchings, too. There 
is a design for every setting from Hepplewhite to Swedish 
Modern, from Regency to Colonial. And scores of pieces in 
every pattern; accessory items as well as complete sets. 
gr homer Progpen 5. Single pieces are as little as 
$1.00 each. Open stock? Of course; ee 
and for years to come. 


Illustrated: P/ymouth, Willow Meadow Rose. Three 
of many designs available a ‘at your dealer's. Write for a 
free copy of our fascinating brochure, ‘Four Hundred 
Years from Master Etchers to Master-Etchings.” Ask 
; tag 93-1, Fostoria Glass Commpany, Moundsyville, W. Va. 


(-ostoria 





















































MARVELS AS IT SCOOTS UNDER LOW 
FURNITURE AND STAY-ON BUMPERS 
PREVENT SCRATCHING 


DELIGHTED TO GET A BISSELL SWEEPER 
TAGGED “MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM MARY “ 




















SEES THAT SHE CAN USE BISSELL FOR 
DAILY CLEAN-UPS, SAVING VACUUM 
FOR GENERAL CLEANING. AND... 


THRILLED THAT BISSELLS EXCLUSIVE 
HI-LO BRUSH CONTROL CLEANS ANY 
RUG $O THOROUGHLY AND EASILY 





64 beautiful new Bissell is a grand 
gift! $3.95 to $7.50 at your dealer’s. 


eee ee ney 



























GETS GRAND 1DeEA!— A BISSELL WOULD 
BE THE PERFECT GIFT FOR MOTHER, 
AUNT MILLIE, AND HER NEW SISTER-IN- LAW 


BISSELL 
a a | 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH, 

















Catalog FREE INTERIOR DECORATION “PAYS BIG” 


. PROFESS! pays salar commis- 
Finest Flowers, yg me choice Modern pan gg 4 my 


study course covers all 
new varieties and o' . Low cost. ACT NOW. Write 
200 in color. 160 pages. Low 


Coon" wrte Todayi | INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DECORATION 
"s Seed. § it 
ag? Burpee Bidg.,Philadelphia cvchensios Mart + Chicago, tls. 


M () T il R \ ! Get this Streamlined Me- 


chanical Train for your boy WITHOUT COST! 








favorites--over 











Pe ee, eee 


Tue gift that'll capture any real boy’s heart 1 BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
is this modern streamlined mechanical train. g "!? Meredith Bailding, Des Moines, lows 
It consists of engine, tender, tank car, gondola , 1 enciows........... for the attached subscrip- 
car, and caboose all in different colors. In- Jat ‘postpaid, 
cluded is figure 8 track. You can get this g “*°**™se! Mechanic Tram 

train without cost by using the coupon and IN 

sending us three or more l-year subscriptions = "2 

to Better Homes & Gardens at $1 each. How- | Ridden 

ever, they must be sold to persons outside : eee ae 
your own household; your own or your gift 
subscriptions cannot be counted. 


ee 








No MATTER how casual we’ve 
become in our family living, it’s a 
healthy sign that we’re still eager to 
do everything possible to make house 
guests contented and comfortable, 
whether they’re with us one night 
or one hundred. 

It takes a bit of planning, but no 
great expense, to create a room that 
will immediately make guests feel at 
home. It may be part of the attic 
made livable with wallboard, a 
“‘back-parlor” with an in-a-door or 
day-bed, or a real “‘spare room”’ set 
aside for guests. 

But wherever, remember that it’s 
not what you pay for the bedroom 
suite that counts, but whether or not 
you’ve thought of all the little things 
that spell convenience and enjoy- 
ment. Charming color, careful ar- 
rangement, and the small accesso- 
ries that speak of an interested 
hostess will go far toward making 
even an unpromising guest room ap- 
pealing and restful. 


One has to think of a guest as X, 
the Unknown. He may be old, 
young, male, or female, so it’s im- 
portant that the room be flexible 
and not too decided in type. No man 
feels at home among organdy pil- 
lows and French dolls, and few 
women enjoy sleeping in the solid 
atmosphere of a man’s den. But you 
still can be quite daring in wall fin- 
ish, draperies, and such, for when a 
room is used simply for short visits, 
something a bit bizarre isn’t likely 
to become tiresome. Restfulness, tho, 
is still the test of a successful guest 
room. The safest way is to think first 
of the sort of people your guests are 
likely to be. No one room can be 
everything to everybody, so it might 
as well please those likely to use it 
the most—your mother or your son’s 
college chum. 

The best-natured guest is irked if 
windows, doors, shades, and shutters 
don’t work. He’s afraid to push and 
pull for fear of breaking something. 
So check up to be sure that at all 
times things are operating securely, 
easily, and noiselessly. 

Furniture cast-offs have no place 
in a guest room unless all the loose 
rounds, weak legs, and _ sticking 
drawers have been repaired, the sur- 
faces made snag-proof, and the 


Ready for 


Let your holiday visitors 


leave with pleasant 


By Estelle H. Ries 


pieces harmonized by paint or slip- 
covers. Most people feel more than 
normally awkward in unfamiliar 
surroundings. Don’t embarrass them 
with things that threaten to collapse 
at a glance. If you’re starting from 
scratch, simple but charming sets of 
painted furniture may be bought out 
of the most modest budget. 

For the floor, by far the best in- 
vestment is beautifully decorative, 
practical linoleum, or a large bed- 
room rug—either might well be 
your choice. 


“ 

CurRTAINING offers an easy way 
to lend an original and distinctive 
touch at low cost. Enchanting tones 
of peach, turquoise, jade, and count- 
less other colors come in simple ma- 
terials such as chintz, prints, nets, 
voile, theatrical gauze, organdy, and 
gingham. With these as starters you 
can develop delightful harmonies. 
Color will camouflage anything, and 
sometimes the smallest, oddest little 
room can be completely won over by 
correct color treatment. 

If practical at all, always plan 
twin beds for your guest room. You'll 
thus be able to accommodate an 
extra person when it wouldn’t do to 
ask two guests to share one bed. The 
mattresses and springs you offer 
your guests should be the envy of the 
household, for the greatest compli- 
ment they can pay you is to assure 
you of a perfect night’s rest. Con- 
trive to have special matching lin- 
en for these beds—nicely mono- 
grammed sheets and pillow cases 
with perhaps a touch of color. Be a 
bit extravagant with your blankets, 
using matching ones for the two 
beds. And, of course, bedspreads and 
throws must always be spotlessly 


fresh. 


An EASY chair, well placed at a 
window or before a fireplace, if 
there is one, adds immensely to the 
comfort of a room. It needn’t even 
“match” the other pieces. You 
might in a pinch be able to spare 
an armchair from the living-room 
while the guest is with you, and if 
it seems too heavy for its temporary 
location, have a slip-cover ready 
which will tie it into the new color 
scheme. A footstool before the chair 
is a happy touch, while a chaise 
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Your Guests 





Van Nes—De Vos 


An unusual arrangement of twin beds so that they appear as couches for day 
use. The slip-covers over the head of the bed and coverlet are of bright yellow 
quilted chintz, lovely against the deep-blue flowered wallpaper. The lamp shade 
has a fresh crisp white organdy petticoat, its wide ruffle bound in yellow 





Simmons 


Sage-green metal furniture makes this well-appointed guest room practical 
for use by any member of the family between visitors. Walls papered in 
yellow with white flowers and green leaves, curtains white organdy, rug a tan 
figured design, with dusty rose the color of the upholstery and bedspreads 


longue gives the real air of luxury. 

Some sort of bureau or dressing 
table is essential, and if practical, in- 
clude them both. The woman’s 
dressing table need be nothing more 
than a low little table covered with 
a gay piece of cretonne or silk. A 
mirror, with its frame painted to 
blend with the color scheme, will 
hang above it and help form a use- 
ful, inexpensive group. But do in- 
vest in a good mirror without waves 
or distortion. Plate glass trimmed to 
fit the top of the dressing table is a 
good addition, for decorative covers 
placed under it are always fresh. 


DECEMBER, 1939 —SEE.. Benes .. 


The drawers in the bureau should 
never contain family property. Any- 
thing in them should be for the use 


of the guest and a small, fitted sew- 


ing basket, a clean comb and brush, 
hand-mirror, shoe horn, manicure 
set, and such accessories, are conven- 
iences that often save a forgetful 
guest much embarrassment. 


A FULL-LENGTH mirror is quite 
an important furnishing in a guest 
room, because in unfamiliar sur- 
roundings one can’t dress in the me- 
chanical way one does at home and 
even details take on [ Turn to next page 
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‘WESSON OIL 


will make you an 
Ace Waffle Maker” says 


Mrs. EDDIE 
RICKENBACKER 


WIFE OF THE FAMOUS WAR ACE 


“They are so easy to 
make, so crisp and 
delicious. We 
serve them often 
at informal sup- 

per parties and 
luncheons.” 





CORN FRITTERS 


Wesson Oil is ideal for fryin 
because you can heat it ter | 
above proper frying temperatures 
without smoking or burning. This 
is your insurance that the foods you 
fry in Wesson Oil are delicious and 
digestible. 





1 No. 2 can cream style corn 
4 tablespoons flour 

2 tablespoons Wessox Oil 
Salt and pepper 


1 tablespoon grated onion 
2 eggs 


Combine corn, flour, Wesson Oil, season- 
ings and onion and stir into well-beaten egg 
yolks. Fold in stiffly-beaten egg whites. Drop 
from spoon in hot, deep Wesson Oil (370° F.) 
or hot enough to brown a one-inch cube of 
bread in 50 seconds. Fry until a golden brown. 
Drain on absorbent paper and serve hot. This 


You will enjoy 
makes 16 small fritters. joy 


Mrs. Rickenbacker’s 


STRING BEANS Wesson Waffle recipe. Try it. 


WITH GOLDEN CRUMBS 





Wesson Oil improves the texture and flavor 
of hot vegetables and adds nutritive value. 
Try this tested hot vegetable dish made 
delicious with Wesson Oil. 


1 No. 2 can or 24% cups fresh, cooked 
string beans 

4 tablespoons Wesson Oil 

\4 cup fine cracker crumbs 

14 teaspoon salt 

Pepper 
Heat beans in saucepan, drain and combine 
with Wesson Oil, crumbs and seasonings. 
Heat together, in saucepan or frying pan, 


mixing gently until beans are coated with 
crumbs and the crumbs are golden brown. 


This makes 4 to 6 servings. 






Wesson Oil & Snowdrift People, Dept. AA 

210 Baronne Street, New Orleans, La 
Gentlemen: Please send me free your new recipe book ‘‘ How 
to make all kinds of things to cat with Wesson Oil.”" 
I understand it is filled with your new tested recipes for 
salad bowls, hot vegetable dishes, waffles and fried foods. 


You'll find Wesson Waffles so 
good you'll want to try other 
Wesson dishes, too. Wesson Oil 
is a fine salad oil—an excellent 
shortening for all batters —a 
wholesome frying fat — a perfect 
ingredient for enriching hot vege- 
tables —all in one handy can. 

























new Rock Sharpe Crystal.’ 


«Why my dear, 
ARCIA: * 
nen could afford’ it. 


Cost is very moderate: 


Sharpe 
[Crystal / 


HERE’S old-world charm and 

new-world sophistication in 
Plaza, a new design in the Rock 
Sharpe Crystal collection. Floweret- 
and-leaf tracery, hand-cut in crystal 
that sparkles like sunlight, with a 
tiered stem that reflects a prism-like 
glitter. Tap it and hear the clear-ring- 
ing note. 
Start a set at 60c to 7Se each (price 
depends on pattern and locality). 
Sizes from goblets to cordials, at lead- 
ing stores everywhere. Folder on re- 
quest. Dept. F-2, Cataract-Sharpe 
Mfg. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 












Come to 
SAN DIEGO 


this time 







YEAR ’ROUND CHARM 
of Environment 


Situated in Southern Cali- 
fornia’s marvelous coastal 
zone and built around one of 
the world’s finest landlocked 
harbors down where Cali- 
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e fornia began and Mexico 
VL seins... SAN DIEGO olfers 
</ you an environment unsur- 





‘> 


passed for comfort, beauty 


"A and variety. 
@ Here, bya southern sea amidst peren- 


nial subtropic gardens, this modern 
community with a glamourous histor- 
ical backgound,is indeed your dream 
city come true. 


~ Je / 
REO 





¥. 


“aye 


Come winter or summer and its 
utter charm will enthrall you. 
FREE BOOKLET 
Address... Room No. 434 
San Diego California Club 
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CONSULT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 


Ready for Your Guests 
[ Begins on page 62 | 


prime importance. Perhaps the clos- 
et door can have a mirror attached, 
or a wall space with a long view will 
suggest itself as part of it. 

The closet in the guest room 
should be empty and provided with 
hooks, hangers, and a good light. 
Leave space in the room for a trunk 
and suitcases. 


A BEDSIDE table with a lamp, 
vacuum bottle, and glass is a wel- 
come addition to a guest room. The 
lamp allows your guest to turn out 
the final light from the bed, avoiding 
barking his shins in a strange, dark 
room. A clock with a radium dial 
will prove a boon to the restless 
sleeper. Be certain it’s correct. 

Of course, the ideal way would be 
to have a private bathroom, or at 
least one adjacent to the guest room, 
but since this isn’t possible in many 
homes, a built-in lavatory perhaps 
can be added. If this isn’t feasible 
either, it’s up to the hostess to ar- 
range the bathroom schedule morn- 
ing and night so that the guest won’t 
be kept wondering whether it’s “‘her 
turn” or not. 

Most people prefer a guest room 
that’s not too obviously a bedroom 
but also something of a living-room. 
A day couch which can be turned 
into a full-width bed will help. In- 
stead of the typical bureau, a charm- 
ing old-style highboy or a low chest 
of drawers could be used. 


Tuere’s always need for a chair 
and a small writing table equipped 
with paper, pens, stamps, postals, 
waste basket, and perhaps time- 
tables for the week-ender. A few cur- 
rent books and magazines will help 
pass an idle hour. One or more ash- 
trays with cigarets and matches (un- 
less you know for certain your guest 
doesn’t indulge) are needed courte- 
sies. And finally, let’s don’t inflict 
our family photographs on our 
visitor, at least in his own room. 
Hang pictures, yes, but delightful, 
impersonal ones which will lend the 
final pleasant touch to a perfect- 
ly appointed guest room. 








Vda CALIFORNIA 









Baby's First 
Christmas 


Let baby’s Christmas be 
Gay as a shining tree. 

Let his small stocking hold 
Pleasures a hundred fold. 
Let wonder fill his eyes 

At each new glad surprise— 
That his first Christmastide 
Will be remembered. 


Let dimpled laughter sound 
And happiness abound. 

Let his small arms be filled. 
Let his wee heart be thrilled. 
Each moment of the day 
Must be so bright and gay 
That his first Christmastide 
Will be remembered. 


— Marguerite Gode 








Canary Detective 
CHARLIE CHIRP 
tells his C-men 


"‘Her canary 
wouldn't sing. My 
C-men quickly dis- 
covered the reason; 
something was miss- 
ing in his diet... 





THAT CANARY 
WASN'T 
GETTING 


THE LIFT 


IN FRENCH’S 
BIRD BISCUIT 


Your canary’s songistoo precious 
for you to take any chances of los- 
ing it. Remember, only healthy 
canaries feel like singing. Play 
safe! Always keep a French’s Bird 
Biscuit in his cage. It gives him 
the LIFT he needs—the vitamins, 
minerals and protective elements 
in yeast—all so necessary for 
health and song. Watch how he 
enjoys it! See how much better 
he will feel! You'll find a French’s 
Bird Biscuit (in itself worth 10c) 
in every package of 
French’s Bird Seed— “ote 
the clean, balanced diet 7 ; 
for Canaries. 5 


French’s Bird Gravel 


: Aids Digestion 


ench' 


BIRD SEED aad BISCUIT 





mae 









to users of French’s. New edition; 76 pages; 


beautifully illustrated; 12 pages in colors. 
Expert advice on care, treatment and breeding 
of canaries. Helpful. Authoritative. Mail box 
top from French’s Bird Seed or French’s Bird 
Gravel, with Coupon below. 





The R. T. French Co., 2344 Mustard Street, 
Rochester, 


Enclosed is box cap from French’s. Send me 





new Canary Book postpaid. 
INAERG- <<ccccccntes 
Reeth nnncccccscccrencrerecnescnccnccensseces 
City.-.----------------------- State -------.----- 





You Can Work 


Miracles 
[ Continued from page 45 | 


which contained the “ ’Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” classic, 
illustrated with enthralling pictures 
in bright colors. It showed Santa 
Claus in his workshop at the North 
Pole, busily making toys. He was 
planing a piece of wood at his work- 
bench; and there were finished toys 
all about him. Then there was a pic- 
ture of his reindeers in their stalls; 
then one of them hitched and ready 
to go; then one after the manner of 
the famous Nast cartoon, showing 
Santa coursing thru the sky with the 
snow-covered house-tops below; then 
the descent of the chimney, and the 
rest of the well-loved story. | 
haven’t seen a book, before or since, 
that could give me the thrill that one 
did, and I’d give a hundred dollars 
for that old copy of it this minute- 

if I had a hundred dollars. 

What gave that old picture book 
its vitality and punch was that it pre- 
sented the most authentic of recipe 
for celebrating Christmas. It is to 
play Santa Claus, and to go about it 
as he did, preparing for Christmas 
way ahead of time, keeping it in 
mind thru the year, and letting off 
your fireworks at the right time as 
a way of surprising people and mak- 
ing them jump. 


Famous thruout the country is 
Santa Claus I. Rude, who has a big 
store in Dallas, Texas. Lights burn 
in Mr. Rude’s store all Christmas 
Eve. The place is a beehive—getting 
ready to give away warm, substan- 
tial clothing on Christmas Day to as 
many as 12,000 people, who are 
waited on by Mr. Rude’s clerks and 
by volunteers from other stores. 
Each person is allowed to pick from 
one to five articles. No credentials 
required. Mr. Rude looks the appli- 
cant over, and sizes him up. He 
doesn’t worry much about impos- 
tors. “If 50 percent of them are de- 
serving,”’ he says, “‘it’s worth while.” 
As a child, left an orphan by immi- 
grant parents 60 years ago, Mr. 
Rude felt the pinch of bitter need. 
That is his answer. 

A thoughtful man who lives. up 
in the Adirondacks, S. Coplon, for 
25 years has collected toys thru the 
year to give to the Adirondack 
poor. 

A. B. Lafferty loads his fleet of tugs 
on Lake Coeur d’Alene with Christ- 
mas candy, oranges, and toys, and 
distributes them to children living 
on isolated farms and at small ports 
on the lake. 

These people must have had a pic- 
ture book just like mine. 


Here's another point: the old 
boy in my picture book made things 
with his hands; and making things is 
fun. 

I know a delightful old gentleman 
who learned in his youth the now lost 
art of Spencerian penmanship. He 
can make swooping, shaded lines of 
India ink resolve themselves into 
graceful birds and flowers and trees 
and scrolls and the like; and if he 
thinks a lot of you, he may send you 
one, with maybe a bit of verse, 
written in his copper-plate hand- 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 





fs =» 





 ; & Ww 



















len 


the 


ne 


t it 
1as 
in 
off 
as 


ak- 


up 
for 
he 
ick 


1gS 
st- 
nd 
ng 
rts 


ld 
1gS 


3 is 


an 
ost 
He 

of 
1to 
2€S 
he 
ou 


d- 













NAME IT... AND I'LL 
STICK IT! 










of cement holds 
to all surfaces! 


@ Housewives, handy-men, secretaries, 
teachers—everybody has a use for this 
amazing new adhesive that sticks to 
any material. Fastens wood, cloth, 
paper, leather—to glass, plastics, metal, 
plaster, etc. Contains shock-proof 
liquid rubber and lifetime-strength 
casein, basic ingredient of heat- and 
moisture-resistant CASCO Powdered 
Casein Glue. 

Clean to use. Excess CASCO cement 
rolls easily from hands and materials. 

Large tube, 25c at hardware stores. 


FOR FURNITURE REPAIRS, etc. 


For workshop gluing of 
permanent, heavy- rood 


weight-bearing woo 
joints use famous CASC 


Powdered Casein se 
Strong, water-resistant, 
easy-mixing, use col 
10c to 65c at hardware stores. 


CASEIN COMPANY OF AMERICA 
350 Madison Ave., New York City 
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| Give Your 


LINGERIE = 
A LINIT BATH 


Wash lingerie in mild soap and 
lukewarm water, and rinse. 
Then, fill basin with lukewarm 
water—pour about a teaspoon- 
ful of Linit into the palm of 
your hand and swish through 
the water to dissolve. Rinse 





garments in this Linit Bath and 
Squeeze them out. Notice how 
they ‘“‘perk up”’, iron easier, 
stay fresh longer! 





T LAUNDRY STARCH 









FR EE: Send post card fer Linit Chart, 

« it reveals the modern expert 
method of home laundering. Address: 
gore Products Sales Company, Dept. B-12, 
P. 0. Box 171, Trinity Station, N. Y. C. 


forBUSY 

{ FRIENDS 
Smart little 
handful that saves 


fumbling for change. 
In beautiful leath- 
ers and lustrous 
plastic. Authentic 
1940 colors: Red 
Burgundy, Marine 
Blue, Gypsy Red, 
Golden Havana, 
and Ebon Black. 
\ ayy ® ond — 
$1.00. Deluxe Zip- 

La . per style $1.50. 

In U s A Postpaid in U.S.A. 


SWANSON MFG. CO., 564 Washington Bivd., Chicago, Ill. 
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FREE 
MONOGRAM 


In gold if you 
send your 
dealer’s name! 
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writing. And he has a printing press, 
too—his hobby because he used to 
print a newspaper. And with it he 
turns out all sorts of charming things 
for his friends. He travels down a lot 
of chimneys every Christmas; and 
when, like St. Nick in the poem, he 
lays his finger to the side of his nose, 
there’s always a smudge of ink on it. 


I REMEMBER, from my days as a 
newspaper reporter, an old Bowery 
bum who took it into his head that 
he would celebrate Christmas. He 
got the free use of an empty base- 
ment over in Washington Street, in 
the Armenian quarter. Then he 
made the rounds of restaurants and 
hotels and gathered up stale bread, 
freshly used coffee grounds, and any 
other discarded food proper for use 
that he could. He put together some 
rough tables. And then sent out word 
to his friends to come and get it. 
They came. I saw them—ragged, 
often verminous, some in an alco- 
holic fog, most of them unshaven and 
unkempt. He received them at the 
door as a host should. He showed 
them to their seats with a flourish. He 
kept the food coming till they were 
filled. The coffee wasn’t at full 
strength, maybe, but vigorous boil- 
ing did a lot to produce a stomach- 
warming, heartening result. 


I CAN still see the glow on his face 
and the brightness in his eye. Ragged 
as they, he seemed a prince among 
them. And the point is that with no 
home, and without wife or child, 
and without a quarter in his pocket 
to get him a bed in a flop-house, he 
helped himself to a Christmas. 
Truly there are hundreds of peo- 
ple all over the country who learned 
that playing Santa Claus is fun. 
Some do it on a big scale; others on 
a scale that is small but just as au- 
thentic. A big-scale sample is Cap- 
tain William H. Wincapaw, New 
England’s “Flying Santa Claus,” 
who loads his plane with presents 
furnished by Adriel Bird, a Boston 
business executive, and delivers 
them in a nine-hour, thousand-mile 
flight on Christmas Day to men who 
keep watch in lonely lighthouses and 
Coast Guard stations from Boston 
Harbor to Canada. The presents are 
smoking tobacco, candy, magazines, 
books, silk stockings for the wife, 
toys for the children. Assisted by his 
son and by George Masson, Captain 
Wincapaw drops them bomber fash- 
ion, but with parachutes attached, 
to the waiting folk below as he roars 
away toward the North Pole in a 
fashion Santa Claus might envy. 


Here's a small-scale sample. It’s 
the case of I. W. Moses, of Houston, 
Texas, who celebrates Christmas by 
robbing the rich and giving to the 
poor in the best Robin Hood tra- 
dition. Mr. Moses, thruout the year, 
makes a practice of holding up his 
brother Elks whenever he meets one 
on the street, and demanding that 
they disgorge any pennies they may 
have on their persons. He puts the 
pennies in his left pants pocket, and, 
on arriving home, adds them to his 
growing hoard. This sublimation of 
any unconscious urge he may have 
to be a highway robber enabled Mr. 
Moses last Christmas to buy 164 
baskets of food for poor people he 
knew. He is locally known as the 
Jewish Santa Claus. [ Turn to page 68 
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My last day in Hawaii—the tire goes 
wham! It gave me an hour more with 
Mary and then she was laughing and 
the long cool drinks of Dole Pine- 
apple Juice she’d brought along 
were swell. 

Before I knew it, the tire was on 





This weaet I win 


ead she was saying, “I guess I could 
manage to live away from Hawaii 
with you. And anyway, lamb, we can 
get Dole Pineapple Juice from Hawaii 
on the Mainland. It'll sort of remind 
us you won the argument when 
ou . ” 
changing the tire. 








FROM BLUES TO BLISS 




















When winter’s bitter 
Winds make jitter... 





When further sleety weather capers 
Are promised even in the papers... 


- 








Then thrill yourself from head fo sole 
With a sunny, zestful drink of Dole! 
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Just another day for 
the Sun Life Agent 
a day of service 
to his community 
advising, helping 
and planning for the 


contentment and se- 


Inet young Tom om Adams, 





curity of his fellow 


citizens. 


A partnership with the 


SUN LIFE OF CANADA 


is a Deed of Security for 
YOU and YOURS 


—ae . % 





mm HEAD OFFIC 


MONTREAL 


THE AGENCY SERVICE OF THE SUN LIFE OF CANADA IS AVAILABLE IN FORTY 
STATES OF THE UNION AND THROUGHOUT THE DOMINION OF CANADA. 








For families, old folks, 
mothers with babies, workmen. NO MORE 
MILK OR COFFEE JUGGLING nor stains. 
Rain or shine enjoy picnics, touring. New 
PONTEN rubber-tipped metal tray hooks on 
door INSIDE ANY CAR with window open 
or closed. No screws or attachments. Baked 
enamel, strong, roomy, folds flat. Thousands 
in use. Order one or more DIRECT NOW. 
Only $1; we pay postage. Guaranteed. A 
GRAND GIFT. Ponten Manufacturing Co., 
1414 No. 5th Street, Berkeley, California. 





Ww. ATLEE BUnPES co. ‘ 
259 Burpee Building, Philadelphia 





















Kiddies love it—grown-ups, too. Now you 
can make delicious, tasty jams and jellies with- 
out fuss, bother or failures. 
Seven different flavors. 


Ge 
1 PACKAGE == 
Made from real California 
fruits, carefully selected and highly concentrat- Gi ASSES 
ed. Simply add 2 cups water and 3 cups sugar COsTs 
to contents of package and boil. Takes 10 min. 1 5¢ 
FREE SAMPLE! If not sold by your grocer, send 
his name and address with your own for free trial sample. 
Write Sun Gold, 927 No. Sycamore Ave., Hollywood, Calif. 


SUN-GOLD FRUIT SPREDON 
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[ Begins on page 72 | 


an abundant crop of red berries. It 
succeeds on Long Island. The plants 
bloom earlier than other hollies, the 
flowers being produced in April or 
May. The trees are quite perfectly 
pyramidal. 

Unlike the evergreens so far men- 
tioned, there is an excellent holly 
shrub growing in the swamps from 
Canada to Florida, west to Wiscon- 
sin and Missouri. It has red fruits 
and is known as the black-alder or 
winterberry, Jlex verticillata. This 
isn’t as successful nor as desirable in 
cultivation, but is a lovely denizen of 
northern woods. Its leaves turn 
brown or black and are shed in late 
fall, but the branches are masses of 
red berries which are gathered in 
quantity for sale at Christmastime. 

In southern states, from Virginia 
to Florida, west to Arkansas and 
Texas, and especially along the 
streamsides of Texas, there grows 
the yaupon, Jlex vomitoria. This is a 
small tree or large shrub with ever- 
green leaves and the bushes are 
loaded with red berries. This, of 
course, isn’t hardy in the northern 
states. 

Also growing in the South and 
generally a little more tree-like than 
the yaupon, is the dahoon, or Ilex 
cassine. Its red berries are produced 
on the new growth, whereas the 
fruits of the yaupon are produced on 
last year’s twigs. Altho the flowers, 
produced in May, are tiny, they 
come in such profusion that they’re 
as lovely as the wild plums of the 
Middlewest. 

According to the botanists, there 
are also 300 other species of holly 
growing in temperate and tropical 
regions, one of which is the source 
of the maté or Paraguay-tea so 
greatly admired by the South Ameri- 
can people and now being intro- 
duced to American tastes. This is 
advised for growth in California and 
the semi-tropical regions. Like the 
usual tea, it contains theine, a mild 
stimulant. 


Conditions for Growth 


First we must know that the 
hollies, except for the English Holly, 
dislike lime. In other words, they 
should be grown in acid soil. Ma- 
nure should never be used about 
them, but a mulch of peatmoss or 
leafmold is enjoyed. They’re at 
home as companions of other trees 
where no drying winds are blowing. 
They thrive least well in hot, open, 
sunny places and are excellent along 
the seacoast, but not at high alti- 
tudes. They enjoy frequent culti- 
vation and an abundance of mois- 
ture, but cultivation should be 
stopped in late summer, because 
fall growth shouldn’t be initiated. 
They may be pruned to keep plants 
to ideal shape. 

Encouraging too-vigorous growth 
causes them to flower and fruit less 
abundantly. Generally the plants 
are not fed, for a little lack of vigor 
results in abundant fruit. Commer- 
cial growers of holly transplant their 
trees to lessen their growth. 

Growers in the Northwest say 
that hollies like the same soil as 
roses; therefore, the English Holly 


Want to Grow 


enjoys a neutral or sweet soil, even 
adding lime to make it so. The other 
kinds prefer acid soils, however. 

English Holly will seldom tolerate 
temperature below 15 degrees above 
zero. Extremely low temperatures 
cause the berries to turn black when 
they thaw. The presence of mois- 
ture in the air causes the proper de- 
velopment of the glossy foliage. 

The Perny Holly is inclined to 
start growth too early in spring, so 
it must be planted in a semi-shaded 
place or protected from early sun 
with a burlap screen. 


Teo Insure Fruit 


In northern regions most holly 
blooms in June and the flowers may 
bear both sexes. Usually, however, 
each flower either produces stamen 
(male) or pistils (female), but not 
both. When either sex is lacking, the 
trees refuse to produce fruits. En- 
terprising nurserymen are now fur- 
nishing reliable fruiting trees of both 
the American and English Hollies. 
Young plants grown from cuttings 
from bearing trees are being grafted 
with male branches, thereby supply- 
ing both sexes on the same tree. 
Such plants may be purchased in 
pots, and sell for from $1 to $2 each. 
They’re always successfully trans- 
planted because their roots are un- 
disturbed when grown in pots or 
cans. 

Even when the plants are not 
grafted, blossoming twigs of male 
holly can be put in a bottle of water 
and hung in female trees for a cou- 
ple of weeks, renewing them as 
needed. The insects will carry the 
pollen to the pistils. 

G. G. Nearing, of Ridgewood, 
New Jersey, has studied the fruiting 
habits of holly and writes: 

“The owner of a small female tree 
isolated from any male can bring 
pollen from a distance. Lay a few 
newspapers or boards under a male 
tree in flower and shake the tree. 
Fading flowers will fall on the pa- 
pers and, as many of them contain 
a little pollen, they can be shaken 
over the female tree, after collecting 
a quantity. Or to make sure, the 
stamens can be touched by hand to 
the pistils of the female flowers. 

“The Boyce Thompson Institute 
reports that berries can be made to 
set by spraying the female trees, 
when in flower, with the auxins (the 
so-called hormones) now used to 
make cuttings strike root. The seeds 
will not be fertile, but the berries 
will look normal. 

“Unlike other hollies, the Perny 
produces both male and female 
flowers so that individual trees may 
be expected to produce fruit.” 


Transplanting 


The wood of holly is extremely 
hard and the evergreen sorts have 
so much leaf surface exposed to the 
drying winds that small, young trees 
should be chosen for transplanting. 
Seedlings collected from the woods 
are seldom successful unless the 
tiny trees are less than five feet 
tall. In transplanting hollies, re- 
move most of the leaves and cut 
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Your Own Holly? 


v 
KE 


i 


Three sprays of holly: At lower left, the normal foliage of the 
American Holly. Compare it with the English on page 72. At 
the top is a spray of American Holly with few teeth. The great 
masses of smaller berries and narrow leaves at the right are 
those of dahoon, or cassine, which grows thruout the South 


back the longest branches to four- 
inch stubs. Move them with as large 
balls of earth and roots as possible 
and wrap the balls in burlap. Water 
freely for the first year to establish 
the plants in their new environment. 
April and October are the two best 
months. 

It’s easy to transplant trees which 
have been growing in nurseries 
where they have been transplanted 
several times, for the root systems 
are fibrous and form a compact ball. 


Growing Your Own Plants 


Few persons, except ardent and 
expert gardeners, will attempt to 
grow their own plants from seed. 
But Dolph Keller, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, writes us that after the 
holidays one year he planted a lot 
of holly seeds several inches deep in 
the soil around a large, spreading 
shrub: He top-dressed with leafmold 
and watered during the summer. A 
year later he was amazed to find 
several hundred holly seedlings 
pushing their way thru the soil and, 
as he expressed it, “germinating 
200 percent.” He removed these 
seedlings to a shaded coldframe, 
spacing them four inches apart in a 
good mellow loam. During the sum- 
mer they made a lazy growth of 
three to four inches. In the winter 
he top-dressed with leafmold and 
shaded the frame. When spring 
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came the seedlings were wide awake 
and green and the next year they 
developed beautifully and grew into 
excellent trees eventually. 


ScIeNnTISTS of the United States 
Department of Agriculture tell us 
that when grown from seed some- 
times there are 10 male plants to 
each female and inasmuch as it will 
be six to eight years before the 
young plants fruit, it would be im- 
possible to tell them apart. 

Growing holly from slips or cut- 
tings would rarely be successful for 
amateurs, but if you care to try it, 
the Boyce Thompson Institute ad- 
vises one-half sand and one-half 
peatmoss. Mind you—no soil. And, 
furthermore, no lime. Four- to six- 
inch cuttings with a little portion of 
the two-year wood at the base are 
needed, and they should be rooted 
indoors from October to December. 
Remove only the lower leaves. 

If you have a holly which pro- 
duces fruit freely, the lower branch- 
es may be bent to the soil and 
layered. Make an oblique cut in the 
stem where it touches the soil and 
cover with about four inches of 
peatmoss. In several years you will 
have a new plant. 


Irs fun to have a holly tree and 
more fun to have it fruit for Christ- 
mas. Holly may be tried in many 
sections of the United States. 
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a 
en You Gwe a WULEX 
The clear, clean, better-tasting coffee it brews will bring 


pleasure and enjoyment every day in the year. 


Ask your dealer to show you Silex Glass Coffee Makers 
today. Everyday Kitchen Models from $2.95. Electric 
Models for use right on the dining room table from $4.95, 
2 to 12 cup sizes. All Electric Models priced at $5.95 and 
over are equipped with Anyheet Control, which provides 
flexible temperature control — after the coffee is brewed. 


Upper bowl handles on all models. Pyrex brand glass 
guaranteed against heat breakage. 


Ask to see the new, dramatic Silex Spray Tea Maker. 


THERE IS ONLY ONE 


TE X 


TROOe ARH BEGIDTEREO UE BAT OFe 


LOOK FOR THE BRAND NAME ON THE UNIT 





The Silex Company, Dept. B12, Hartford, Connecticut 















































; yi a 


TO YOUR GIFT PROBLEMS 





BIG BEN ELECTRIC CHIME ALARM will delight 
any alarm clock user. Self-starting, a stream- 
lined beauty with 2-Voice Chime Alarm, cur- 
rent interruption signal, and many other im- 
portant features. Plain dial . - $4.95 
Luminous dial a dollar more. 
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BACHELOR Self-starting. The electric alarm with 
the masculine name and big feminine follow- 
ing! Inivory finish withluminous dial, $4.95. 
In blue or black finish, plain dial .  . $3.95 


5 








MANOR self-starting wall clock will swell 
mother’s heart with pride, and add a hand- 
some touch to her kitchen. Choice of 4 gay 
color combinations . . « « « « $3.95 





PITTSFIELD An ultra-smart self-starting alarm 
for that very special person on your list! Beau- 
tifully finished in ivory, with gold color 
ee ree a ee 


These are just a few of the many Westclox 
electrics . . . there’s one for every room— 
alarm models, time clocks, wall clocks. Some 
have plain dials, others have luminous dials. 
Westclox electric prices range from $2.50 to 
$6.95. 


WESTCLOX, LA SALLE-PERU, ILLINOIS 
Division of General Time Instruments Corporation 
In Canada (prices slightly higher) 
Western Clock Company, Ltd., Peterborough, Ont. 


WESTCLOX 


What to Give? s.. sece 23 tor « 


practical, convenient solution to gift 
problems. 








Home-Builders! 
WF If you’re planning to build 


or remodel this year, next month’s 
Better Homes & Gardens has been 
tailored to order for you. It has been 
a long time since we’ve shown so 
many homes, or been able to crowd 
so much helpful information (and 
inspiration!) for home-builders into 
a single issue. 

While we’re thinking about it— 
Architect Gerald Geerlings, who 
has given you many an invaluable 
idea, contributes several more, this 
time on combined living- and din- 
ing-rooms . . . NEXT MONTH. 





You Can Work 


Miracles 
[ Continued from page 65 | 


And then there’s “Aunt Tempie” 
(Mrs. Tempie McKittrick to you) 
—of Fountain Inn, South Carolina. 
Aunt Tempie prepares for Christ- 
mas by saving magazines and peri- 
odicals thru the year. In the fall she 
gets busy with scissors and paste and 
makes wonderful scrapbooks, better 
than any ready-made picture book 
you ever saw. They’re full of gay 
pictures, stories, poems, cartoons— 
anything, in fact, that a child might 
like to look at. The scrapbooks go to 
the small patients of the Hospital for 
Crippled Children, near Aunt Tem- 
pie’s home. They pass from hand to 
hand till they literally fall to pieces. 
It’s a circulating library that keeps 
its readers busy, happy, contented, 
absorbed, and enchanted for many 
a month. How does she make the 
scrapbooks? Oh, that’s easy. Good 
strong brown wrapping paper, pref- 
erably the tough sort they use at the 
hardware stores, folded and stitched 
with stout twine. To Aunt Tempie, 
our Salaams! 


Here's another tip—about Mrs. 
Bradley’s Christmas Doll Store in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Just imagine 
watching a lot of starry-eyed little 
girls, each armed with a passport, 
and making the rounds of shelves 
and counters to look at scores and 
scores of dolls with the privilege of 
picking any doll she wants and walk- 
ing off with it! 

Suppose you were a little girl 
from a home where there were no 
dolls, and where it would be just 
wonderful to have one of those 
peaches and cream confections that 
close their eyes, and can be dressed 
and undressed and spanked and put 
to bed, or entertained at tea! My— 
my! 


Woutpnt you just love to be 
Mrs. Bradley and treat yourself to a 
Christmas like that? Wouldn’t it 
make you so happy you’d want to 
walk on your hands and turn cart- 
wheels? Of course, Mrs. Bradley 
doesn’t do that—at least when any- 
one is around. 

Her method is to collect dolls from 
a lot of people she knows and from a 
lot she doesn’t know, but who know 
about her—including, of course, lit- 
tle girls with so many dolls they are 
like the old woman who lived in the 
shoe and are glad to be rid of some 
of their family cares. Come Christ- 
mas, Mrs. Bradley rents a vacant 





NY 
THISMODERN 
ANTISEPTIC 


DOES JHREE THINGS 


rf 
Be modern about First Aid! It’s essen- 
tial to help prevent infection first. 
But, second, be sure to help ease the 
pain. And third, do not fail to help 


nature heal without delay. 





That’s where Unguentine comes in. 
This modern antiseptic helps in all 
three ways. 


Never be without soothing, anes- 
thetic, pain-relieving Unguentine. 
And always have enough! 








Always keep a tube or 
jar in the medicine cab- 
inet, kitchen and car, 


Large tube, 50¢. 
Economical Size Jar, $1. «< a 


=> Ul Tent) 
UNGUENTINE 


M FIGHTS INFECTION 
m RELIEVES PAIN 
*% PROMOTES HEALING 












HOT STARCH in 30 Seconds! 


ELA 
STA 


This modern way to hot starch 
offers you advantages worth 
knowing. Simply add _ boiling 
water to dissolved Quick Elastic 
—no mixing, no cooking, no 
bother as with lump starch. 
Ends sticking and scorching. Re- 
stores elasticity and that soft 
charm of newness. 


THANK YOU--—-—-—--—-— 


| THE HUBINGER CO., No. 814, Keokuk, lowa. 


| Your free sample of QUICK ELASTIC, please, 
“That Won | Way to Hot Starch.” 





TRY 
THIS 


FREE 
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store building, puts on her display, 
and sends out tickets, either direct 
or thru city organizations, to little 
girls who ought to have dolls. . . . 
Salaams to Mrs. Bradley, too! 


Buncu,” an old slavery-time 
negro, of Augusta, Georgia, has his 
own Santa Claus technique. He 
waits till after Christmas Day, and 
then collects from his white friends 
toys, clothing, food, and the like. He 
keeps it up all thru Christmas Week. 
Along toward the end of the week a 
lot of white folks’ chilluns have be- 
gun to tire of their Christmas toys, 
or toys have broken and can easily 
be mended; and much warm and 
serviceable clothing has been dis- 
carded for new stuff brought by 
Santa Claus. In short, the pickings 
are good. On New Year’s Day Bunch 
holds open house. Negroes come 
from all over town. Bunch turns 
them loose on the food, and distrib- 
utes the clothes and the toys. And 
then he conducts a short religious 
service to thank de Lawd for it all. 
Bunch has been doing it ever since 
the World War. There is much in 
Georgia, it would seem, that isn’t 
“Gone With the Wind.” 


A STORY we like is that about the 
little boy in San Francisco who 
promised to share his Christmas 
present with his little figure of the 
Child Jesus if Jesus would see that 
he got a Christmas wagon. His plan 
was to give Jesus a ride around the 
block in the new wagon. And he did 
just that. 

Which reminds us of another little 
story that comes from Mary Elwes, 
of New York City. It illustrates 
what may come from even the most 
modest small-scale effort to play 
Santa Claus. “In 1918,” writes Miss 
Elwes, “every necessity of life was 
lacking in our shell-smashed village 
near Verdun. I was criticized for 
spending some of our few francs on 
toys for a Christmas tree. My young 
French guests had never seen a 
Christmas tree. A_ white-bearded 
gentleman introduced as Pére Noel 
(Father Christmas) presented a doll 
to an emaciated tot of six with 
haunted eyes. Deathly white, she 
was afraid to speak. 

“Her mother explained: ‘For five 
months she hasn’t slept. One night 
shells exploded all around. We hid 
in the cellar. Next morning Clo- 
thilde saw three dead Boches sprawl- 
ing on our potato patch, blood still 
oozing. Every night she sees them 
and screams.’ 


A MONTH later I met Clothilde, 
but didn’t recognize her. She 
laughed. She had color in her cheeks. 
Her mother told me: ‘Every night 
Clothilde sleeps with her doll in her 
arms, and dreams of Pére Noel.’ ” 

In Memphis, Tennessee, it’s the 
fashion for people to adopt babies 
for Christmas holidays; and a lot of 
them just refuse to let them go when 
the time is up. When there’s a 
Christmas present from heaven 
right in your lap, why give it up? 

Not so long ago C. G. Arm- 
strong, of New York, treated himself 
to a Christmas with a special kick 
in it by canceling $38,000 worth of 
debts owed him by hard-pressed 
people; and C. M. Davidson can- 
celed $14,500 worth. 

The Hotel McAlpin in New York 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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Warms (UM the Room 









HEATILATOR 


Firepl 


Build a fireplace 
for beauty and cheer. 
But build it around a 
Heatilator and get 
MORE than any or- 
dinary fireplace can 
give you. The Heati- 
lator Fireplace actually circulates heat. 
Warms far corners thoroughly—and 
even adjoining rooms. 





Users all over America will tell you 
that it saves furnace fires in cool 
weather, cuts heating costs. They'll 
tell you that it solves the heating 
problem in basement rooms... and 
that it makes summer camps usable 
weeks longer. 


Will Not Smoke 


The Heatilator is a_ scientifically 
designed form around which the fire- 
place masonry is built. Complete from 
floor to flue, it insures correct opera- 
tion—adds little to fireplace cost due 
to its savings in material and labor. 
No limit to mantel design. 







Write for complete 
details TODAY. 
Heatilator Co. 
420 E. Brighton 
Avenue 
Syracuse, N. Y. 








HEATILATOR Fireplace 





NOW!—An Amazing, New 


Triple Screen “SIFT-CHINE” 
One Operation Sifts Flour Three Times 


“SIFT-CHINE,” the 
sensational flour sifter 
that foremost cooking 
authorities use, and so 
highly recommend. One 
band holds and oper- 
ates—*‘just squeeze the 
handle’’—stir as you 

sift. A boon to better 
baking. No more scat- 
tering of flour. No 
more lumpy cakes or 
biscuits. Approved by 
Good Housekeeping In- 
stitute and other — 
ing bureaus. 





Insist on a GENUINE 


quali ty— bulls “last “SIFT-CHINE”’ 
or years. - 
ished finish “Srith a Flour Sifter 


without two encircling « 

pastel bands of greem  J#St squeeze the handle” 

red, yellow or blue. _ 5 cup size, TRIPLE screen, one 

operation sifts flour three times, $1.25; 6 cup size, DOU- 
LE screen, one gperetion, sifts flour twice, $1. 00; 

cup. size, SIN screen, 75c; J 


oe x4 , 
dealers or 
A-NEED 


Stam ky *** MEE 
ra. PCO. 044 Brah Street. Seattle. Wak 


















KILL "EM THE JIM DANDY WAY! 
dim Dandy is HARMLESS to humans 
and animalsbut POSITIVE DEATH 
to Rats, Mice, and other Rodents. BACK 


see 4 Gemeente from Red , IF RATS 
Squill, recommended by U. 8. i> * <a \ DON'T 
Dept. oe Bulletin No. 65. . OIE 





MONEY 


FUSS! NO MUSS! 


As many as 28 rats have 
been killed by eating con- 
tents of 1 bag of Jim Dandy. 
B f 

15c¢ Fig A Fh 
At Hardware, Drug, Grocery 
and Seed Stores, or write us. 
D. B. SMITH & CO. 
7 MAIN ST., UTICA, NEW YORK 


JIM DANDY 


RAT AND MOUSE S555 3: 


BIG Red and Gold Hyb 

Amazing 2% to3 in. — de 

of all Marigolds. Red and gold vari- 
egated; some all red. Everblooming, 

} 8 weeks after sowing till frost. 


It comes ready to use. NO : ‘ 
a. 
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DECEMBER, 1939 — SEE. . 





thinks that with all Santa does for us, 
something should be done for him. 
So it gives an annual dinner to all 
the Santa Clauses in New York City. 


Ou, THERE are just hundreds of 
similar instances. But still not nearly 
enough. Every one of us should have 
our own genuine and real way of 
playing Santa Claus. Maybe yours 
could be like the “‘School Children’s 
Santa Claus,” named Carl Hutch- 
inson, of Rest, Kansas. He packs 
bushel baskets with candy, nuts, or- 
anges, and apples, all wrapped in 
Cellophane, and visits all the schools 
with his car as full of all that as 
Santa’s sleigh. The teachers get a 
share of it, too. Everybody has a 
swell time. 

In Boise, Idaho, is George Cordes, 
a Greek restaurant owner. Any 
needy person can get a complete 
Christmas dinner with all the trim- 
mings from Mr. Cordes—and no 
questions asked. He takes their word 
for it. He’s been broke and hungry 
himself. 

Or, meet another such restaurant 
owner there. His name is Jimmy 
Rantis. Penniless, weary travelers 
and the local poor alike can get a 
meal from him on Christmas Day. 
And he advertises the fact, so they'll 
all know about it. 


Anp now let’s sing the Star Span- 
gled Banner—this one is about the 
Navy, where the officers and men 
unite to entertain as many as a hun- 
dred underprivileged children on 
Christmas Day, in whatever port 
they happen to be, from China to 
Peru. The battleship New York 
started the custom in 1915, and it 
spread. 


Tue scores of boys and girls are 
brought out in launches; the band 
plays them over the side; they see the 
whole ship; Santa Claus arrives by 
airplane or up from the sea by div- 
ing suit; gifts are distributed; then 
comes a turkey dinner, followed by 
songs, stories, comic stunts, and a 
Punch and Judy show; then a visit to 
the officers’ wardroom, and lots of 
fruit and candy; and then they re- 
turn tired and blissfully happy to 
shore about dusk. “Leaving be- 
hind,” comments Morris Markey, in 
Reader’s Digest, “‘a crew of men whose 
Christmas away from home has been 
warmed and given meaning by their 
presence.” 

And it would be hard, come to 
think of it, to sum Christmas up any 
better than that. That’s the miracle 
that happens when you play Santa 
Claus. 


+ 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND THANKS 
are due the following for their Christ- 
masism in gathering items for in- 
clusion in this article: 


Garriette W. Porter, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Mrs. L. L. Coleman, Fountain Inn, 
S. Carolina 
Dan Henderson, Reedsville, Georgia 
Elizabeth M. McClure, Portland, Ore. 
Leota I. Wilson, Benedict, Kansas 
Lloyd Hartman, Spokane, Wash. 
Nola B. Crouch, Boise, Idaho 
Ida Lee Johnson, St. Louis, Missouri 
Edna Tradewell, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Bertha Booth, Hamilton, Missouri 
W. E. Stanley, Bluefield, Virginia 
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Here is a piano with a tone so rich and pure — an 
action so sympathetic and responsive — it is sheer 
delight to play it. f And there is still another rea- 
son the MusetTe makes such a marvelous gift. This 
beautiful console has such refreshingly new and 
charming lines it becomes the center of attraction 
anywhere, The Musette blends so perfectly with 
your furniture and furnishings the whole room 
looks different ... more inviting ...more luxurious. 
@ See, Hear and Play America’s most talked about 


and copied piano, 










































Muserre Pianos are available in 
both 34” and 38” sizes and in 12 
authentic Period Models, includ- 
ing Louis XV(shown above), 
Federal, Colonial, Early American, 
Sheraton, Chippendale, Duncan 
Phyfe, Moderne and Renaissance. 
Muserres are priced FOB New 
York from $295 and may be pur- 
chased on Deferred Payment Plan, 


WINTER & COMPANY 
863 East 14lst St., New York City 
Send me your new CATALOG-AND-STYLE- 


Dept. D129 ta 


GUIDE with full page photographs of each of 
the Period Model MUSETTES in appropriate 
room settings. 

I RKh2 6000 +s cep vds Fen aededenbbabestes 
Street...... WETtTTirTTy. fr rtrrT. 
City.. . State 














FOR HOME © 28 


BUYING - 


DO YOU know where to go to inves- 
tigate loans for home-buying, home- 
building, home-modernization, and 
the refinancing of existing residential 
property? 

A complete reference of all the sources 
of “building” money is included in the 
new booklet published by BETTER 
HOMES & GARDENS, called “How 
to Buy a Better Home.” Besides this 
data on home-financing, the booklet 
includes a wealth of hints for home- 
owners, homeowners-to-be, home- 
owners-who-want-to-be, and renters. 


* “How to Buy a Better 
Home” is on sale at all 
newsstands for 25c or 
HOMES & 
GARDENS, Des Moines, 
lowa, by sending coin or 
stamps. Order now! 












TTER HOMES & GA’ 
Meredith Suildine, Dee Moines, lowa. 






































Experience a winter 
out of doors in sunshine 
in warm, dry 





WAY with the discomforts of winter! 
Come to Tucson, where days are 
warm and vitalizing; humidity, low; rain- 
fall, slight; fog and wind unknown. You 
can relax or play out of doors all winter 
long in constant sunshine. There are no 
end of things to do. 


Wonders of man and nature invite you 
to exploration —cliff dwellings, cactus for- 
ests, western ranch life, nearby Old Mexico. 
See the O/d Pueblo setting, Columbia pic- 
tures’ “Arizona.” ol 

Come...be healthier, happier. All / y 
types of modern accommodations ) 
are available. Costs are moderate. 










— THIS or scrite today for full information. This | 


non-profit civic club serves visitors without fee or obligation. 


















| Sunshine Climate Club,1948 B Rialto 
I). TUCSON, ARIZONA 
| * Send me free your new pictorial booklet with 
complete facts about life in the land of sunshine. 
jer 

L 











70 


MOTHERS! 


Get your daughter 
Betsy Wetsy and 
complete outfit 


WITHOUT COST 





Wauat a perfect Christmas for the little girl who gets this charm- 
ing Betsy Wetsy doll. She’s lifelike—sleeps, drinks, and even re- 
quires changing. Complete outfit consists of bathrobe, organdy 
dress, bonnet, slip, bootees, diapers, safety pins, bottle, nipple, 
and traveling case. Get her for your girl by sending us the cou- 
pon with three or more l-year subscriptions to Better Homes & 
Gardens at $1 each. However, they must be sold outside your 
own household; your own or your gift subscriptions do not count. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
6812 Meredith Buiiding, Des Moines, lowa 


BR epetene &. «.03sc00cesae for the 

attached subscriptions (they must 

total 3 or more, and your own 

cannot be included). Please send 

| me, postpaid, Betsy Wetsy and her 
complete outfit. 


ss taliine: sdaeieicl 


(State) J 





Livestock, 
Pets or Poul- 
Vi fe ms try; Gets Rats 
'& Every Time. 
Huy K-R-O is made 
ie from Red Squill, a 
raticide recommended 
by U.S. Dept. Agr. (Bul. 
1533). Ready-Mixed, for 
homes, 35¢ and $1.00; Pow- 
der, for farms, 75¢. All 
Drug and Seed Stores, 
Damage each rat does 
costs you $2.00 a 
year. K-R-O Co, 
Springfield, O. 


KILLS RATS 
ONLY 








AMAZING 5 NEW,ne" 


.PLANT AID 


vy xx Increase size of 
blooms, promote vigor- 
ous growth, prolong 
life of cut flowers with 
PhotoSenSin, a coal tar compound to stimu- 
late assimilation of plant food. Not a fertil- 
izer—poor soils will not respond. PhotoSenSin 
produced many prize winners at Western 
Flower Shows during past year. 

One tablet makes 2 gallons—50 tablets only 
25 cents... Easy to use—simply apply at base 
of plants every 10 days. Send 25 cents for trial 
package NOW. Money back if not satisfied. 


Not offered for agricultural uses until ap- 
proved by State Departments of Agriculture, 







PhotoSenSin . p.o. sox 1751-£, YUMA, ARIZONA 








CALLOUSES 


NEW Clinic Tested 
Quick Relief! 


Try Dr. Scholl’s newquick 
relief for callouses, burn- 
ing sensations, or tender- 
ness on bottom of your 
feet. Cushions, soothes 
the sensitive spot. New 
tented design, shape. 
parate Medications in- 
cluded for quickly remov- 
a box 


ing 
today ! Cost but a trifle. 
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Gift for Gardeners! 


Matched Set of 
4 DeLuxe Tools 
in Handsome 
Xmas Box 


$2.25 
Postpaid 


A gift that will be 
used and appreciated for a lifetime — 
Hand Fork, Hoe, Weeder and Trowel of 
special steel, hand-forged in one piece, 
with full-shaped, comfortable wood han- 
dles brightly colored. Absolutely guaran- 
teed. Packed in special Gift Box with 
copy of Harry O’Brien’s 120 page book 
“Better Gardening” enclosed. If dealer 
can’t supply, order direct from THE 
UNION FORK & HOE CO., Columbus, O 


fecinde Plantabbs With 
Your Cartetmas Plant Gifts 
Cy . Poinsettia and 
ps AR plants will grow and 
bloom indefinitely if fed regularly with 
these highly concentrated PLANT 
FOOD TABLETS. Clean, convenient, 
odorless. In 25c, 50c, $1.00 and $3.50 
es. Dealer, 10c Store or Plantabbs 
Co., Baltimore, Md, 


FULTONS 


PLANIABBS 























ODORLESS PLANT FOOD TABLETS 





3 APRICOT—PEACH—PLUM 
N All All Three on One Tree 


iE. ores atored, Th A Sensational 
park KA ; ink of the "fall, picking 
sitely beautiful with pink ’ 
= 2 back . 
Fruit (2 estes matp ctrl 


Tree THE Seeman te NURSERIES 
























The FRL-GRATER Three kitchen 

utensils in one! Shreds—grates—slices! 

Fine for shredding vegetables, cheese, 

bread, crackers, nut mente ¢ etc. Makes 
iced See 


e, carrota, 
—_ with 
“Food ty Piet ager of 


easy to clean. At L_. dealer 
or mailed postpaid, $1.95. 
Circular on request. 


Detroit Metal Products, Inc., S467 Lincoln, Detroit, Mich. 





Folder, low prices and facts. 
KEENE MFG. CO.., dept.500M RACINE, WISC. 








The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[ Begins on page 8 | 


as I was yesterday. Today my clock 
of life ticked onward another notch, 
and now I’m a year older. Dear me, 
how fast these birthdays seem to 
come. 

There was a present from my good 
friend T. J. Maney, in charge of 
horticultural research work at lowa 
State College—a picture. Tom 
Maney, aside from his fruit investi- 
gations, has for about 15 years been 
working to produce hardier roses 
by crossing some of our present gar- 
den varieties with hardy native wild 





ss. . . that old double-seat, 
broken and dust covered’’ 


roses. He’s a rose fan who likes roses 
and knows them. 

The picture he sent me was one of 
Dean Hole, the English clergyman- 
rosarian who wrote the famous book 
about roses, back about 1868, which 
begins with the oft-quoted sentence, 
“He who would have beautiful roses 
in his garden must first have roses in 
his heart.”” Tom writes me that in an 
old edition of this book he found a 
picture of Dean Hole that had been 
clipped from some English garden 
publication. So he had it copied and 
has sent me an enlarged print. 


Just 50 years ago today, 
Dee. /3 Dad and Mother were 


married. We were to give them a 
Golden Wedding dinner, with an in- 
formal reception at home afterward 
—had it all arranged. But Dad is in 
bed, seriously ill. So no dinner. No 
reception. No visitors allowed except 
doctor, nurse, and family. 

I drove over anyhow, to have 
dinner with Mother. Poor Dad up- 
stairs couldn’t have anything but 
fruit juice, and that thru a glass 
tube. Nettie, a friend of Mother’s, 
had baked a big wedding cake. 
When Mother took it up to show to 
Dad, I took a flashlight picture of 
the procedure. 

But what I’m getting round to 
write about is that the house was 
filled with flowers. Friends from far 
and near brought them or sent them 
or had wired them by Florists’ Tele- 
graph Delivery. There were big vases 
around the house, filled with roses, 
mums, and glads. There were potted 
plants in bloom. Every little while a 
messenger from the florist would 
come with another armful of some- 
thing until poor Mother quite ran 
out of vases and had to send word 
posthaste for Ruby, my brother’s 
wife, to bring over some of her con- 
tainers. What a fine thing it is to 


have flowers on such a day. 

D /7 After school this after- 
ec. noon, the boys and I 

made one of our ’steen trips down- 

town to shop, and afterward we 


made our annual hegira out to the 
Burwell Nursery to get our live 
Christmas tree. This time we picked 
a Black Hills Spruce, had it balled 
and burlapped, and then put in a 
big candy bucket painted green. W, 
tied it on behind the car and drove 
home with it. 


Vee. 25 Now I haven’t any us 


for antiques collected 
haphazardly at Nantucket or Po- 
dunk. To me such is just so muc! 
second-hand furniture. But whe: 
the antique is something that is a 
part of the family folk lore and ha 
some sentiment or memory attached 
to it, that’s a different matter. 

Now when Maggie was a little 
girl in the family household in In- 
diana, there was an old-fashioned 
double-seat, a family heirloom, that 
stood by the fireplace, she tells me. 
In it her mother would sit and read 
to the children. Years have gone by. 
That old double-seat has been repos- 
ing in an attic, broken and dust 
covered. 

But some time since, Mother K— 
that selfsame mother who used to 
do the reading—whispered to me. 
We did conspire, along with Mag- 
gie’s brother Bob. The double-seat 
was surreptitiously removed from 
the attic and went to a craftsman 
of the old school who carved anew 
in walnut the pieces that were bro- 
ken. Then he covered it with a quaint 
old pattern fabric. 

This Christmas morning, when 
Maggie followed the boys down- 
stairs, rubbing her eyes that she 
might see what Santa had brought 
her, there stood the double-seat by 
our own fireplace. I think I am as 
proud of it as she is, even if it doesn’t 
bring back the memories to me that 
it does to her. 


Dee. 29 Tonight I was invited 


to write my name in 
the most famous autograph album 
in America. Here’s how it happened. 
I’ve been away to a national conven- 
tion of journalism teachers. On the 
way back, I had to change trains at 
St. Louis and, as is my custom in 
this station, I stopped at the Fred 
Harvey Bookstore there for a supply 
of papers and a detective-story book 
to read on the train. 





**I don’t belong there, but 
I hated to refuse a lady” 


Now for years I have often bought 
books or papers at this store from an 
energetic, pleasant woman who had 
always impressed me as being an 
interesting personality. Tonight we 
fell to talking about magazines. | 
picked up a copy of Better Homes © 
Gardens, opened it to the Diary of a 
PDG, and asked her if she thought I 
looked like those cartoons Tom Car- 
lisle draws of me. This was by way 
of introducing myself. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, ETC. 


Of Better Homes & Gardens, published monthly at 
Des Moines, Iowa, for October 1, 1939. 
State of Iowa 


County of Polk 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the 
State and county aforesaid, personally appeared 
Fred Bohen, who, having been duly sworn ac- 
cording to law, de and says that he is the 
President of Better Homes & Gardens (Meredith 
Publishing Company), and that the following is, 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, management, etc., 
of the aforesaid publication for the date shown 
in the above caption, required by the Act of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of 
March 3, 1933, embodied in section 537, Postal 
Laws and Regulations, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the pub- 
lisher, editor, managing editor, and business 
managers are: 

Publisher: Meredith Publishing Company, 
Jes Moines, Iowa. 

Editor: Frank W. McDonough, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

President: Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

2. That the owners are: 

Meredith Publishing Company, Des Moines, 
lowa. 

Fred Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Trust of E. T. Meredith, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Edna E. Meredith—Mildred M. Bohen, Trust, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

E. T. Meredith, Jr., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Mildred M. Bohen, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Edna E. Meredith—E. T. Meredith, Jr., Trust, 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

Edna E. Meredith, Des Moines, Iowa. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, 
and other security holders owning or holding 1 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giv- 
ing the names of the owners, stockholders, and 
security holders, if any, contain not only the list 
of stockholders and security holders as they 
sage upon the books of the company but 
also, in cases where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the company 
as trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the 
name of the person or corporation for whom 
such trustee is acting, is given; also that the said 
two ay contain statements embracing 
affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the cir- 
cumstances and conditions under which stock- 
holders and security holders who do not mg wed 
upon the books of the company as trustees, ho 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no 
reason to believe that any other person, asso- 
ciation, or corporation has any interest direct 
or indirect in the said stock, nds, or other 
securities than as so stated by him. 

The Meredith Publishing Company, 
Fred d Bohen, 
. President. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this first 
day of October, 1939. 

[ Seal } ; O. Gleason, 

Notary Public in and for Polk County, lowa. 

(My commission expires July 4, 1942) 
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pose, color, dura 
Chickadee, nuthat 


each 
THING for WILD BIRDS. Wiathro Packard, 
1492 Washington Street, Canton, Mass. 


Quaintly exquisite Copaante, 
lifelike decoys. Exact in sh ape, 
e 


and weather - proof. 
ch, junco, 
goldfinch, purple finch, tree sparrow, $3.00 
postpaid. Others’ on request. EVERY- 





ARBADT Pioneer 
Poultry Batteries 

Reduce Cost—Speed Production UW 
Complete line of Battery Equip- 
ment for Chicks, Broilers, Pullets 
and Layers. Thousands are mak- 
ing money the ARNDT way. ® 
FREE Booklet tells the whole 
story. Write for it. 


Dept. 46, 
M. H. ARNDT MFG. CO. Trenton, Nl. J. 
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AANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


eee yd Here’s a profession for 

women. Year-round occupa- 

‘ien—aieo interesting bobby Home 
hundreds. Free boc 
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Bless my soul—she reads BH@&G 
and knows about the PDG and Mag- 
gie and the boys. Then she told me 
who she was. She was none other 
than Mrs. Mary Partlow, who is 
known the country over because of 
the autograph albums which for 
years she has been keeping. 

I looked at one. There were such 
names there as Eleanor Roosevelt, 
George M. Cohan, Ripley. There 
were names of statesmen, explorers, 
actors, writers, cartoonists, big- 
league ball players. Believe it or not, 
she asked me to write my name in 
the book, too. I don’t belong there, 
but I hated to refuse a lady. 


Ven. 3/ As this year ends, I am 


by myself in a room in 
the Fayette Hotel in Lexington, 
Kentucky. Things in my peculiarly 
shaped life have happened rapidly. 
What they are is of private concern, 


‘but a necessary and sudden trip 


must be made down South. So off 
I set this afternoon in the car, over 
icy roads, past snow-covered fields, 
in winter chilly brightness. 

I’m going South. I’m going down 
to that fairyland where it’s warm 
and winter never comes. I’m going 
down to a land I never saw before, 
where oranges are ripe and flowers 
are blooming and bathing suits do 
for afternoon tea wear. My great 
regret is that the family must be left 
behind. But I must travel hard and 
fast and there’s much to do. So 
Maggie and the boys must stay 
home and shiver. 

Tonight I’m sitting here in my 
hotel room, and as the festive Ken- 
tucky colonels and their ladies make 
merry, I’ve been thinking about my 
shortcomings and about the garden 
work back home that didn’t get 
done in this year now gone. In fact, 
I took my pencil and began to make 
a little list, as follows: 

i—I never finished dividing the 
iris. 

2—I started to hoe my collection 
of new daylilies again but never 
finished. 

3—I didn’t move the shrubbery I 
expected to move. 

But dear me—who would be in- 
terested in such a recital as this? I’d 
better get to bed, for it’s a long way 
to Memphis where I go tomorrow. 





GUARANTEED 


as advertised in Better Homes & Gardens 





Better Homes & Gardens guarantees 
that your money will be returned or 
that satisfactory adjustment will be 
made if you purchase any article ad- 
vertised in this issue and it is not as 
represented in the advertisement. 

e complaint, investigation of 
which will be instituted promptly, 
must be submitted to us within one 
year after the advertisement appears. 
If the article is purchased thru the 
mails it is a condition of our guar- 
antee that you shall have mentioned 
Better Homes & Gardens at the time 
the purchase was made. 













1 Red Radiance (Best Red) 

1 Pink Radiance (Best Pink) 
2 Talisman (Gold and Red) 

1 Ami Quinard (Blackish Red) 


Above roses are hardy, 


MONEY BACK 





2YR.010 
FIELD 
GROWN 


AMAZING INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
OF AMERICA’S FAVORITE ROSES! 
To acquaint you with the superb bloom- 
ing qualities, the hardiness, and the low- 
direct-from-the-grower-to-you prices 
of Naughton’s famous roses, we 
make this unusual offer. Send only 
$1.00 (check, money-order, or currency) 
and we will ship at once (or later if 
desired) the following 10 roses: 


1 Editor McFarland (Deep Pink) 
1 Betty Uprichard (Coppery-Red) 
2 President Hoover (Red and Gold) 
1 Joanna Hill (Cream and Yellow) 


Save 
ORDER ROSE COLLECTION NO. 2 full of amazing bar- 
everblooming varieties that you buy. Write for it 
will thrive shroughout the United States and bloom ‘day -- It’s FREE! 
wirite lst season. Fall planted roses are best! Order your 
Toses now and we will include ABSOLUTELY FREE 1 Red Flowering Quince, 1 Pink Althea, 
and 1 Bridal Wreath. All heavy field-grown flowering shrubs. Mail just $1.00 today! 


If you are not entirely satisfied with your roses notify us within 5 days, and we will refund the full 



















CATALOG 
$! 82 pages 


gains. See it before 


GUARANTEE! 





purchase price or replace with other stock satisfactory to you. You can’t lose—Order now—Plant early! 


NAUGHTON FARMS INC. Dept. R-20,WAXAHACHIE, TEXA 





LOOK! 


Get this Eastman Bullet 
Camera for a Christmas Gift 


WITHOUT COST 


A GRAND Christmas gift for 
anyone is this streamlined East- 
man Bullet Camera. A real pic- 
ture taker that’s collapsible and 
fits in your pocket easily. Takes 
good clear pictures 154 x 24% 
inches in size. Has time-exposure 
adjustment and eye-level finder. 
You can get this camera by using 
the coupon and sending us three 
or more l-year subscriptions to 
Better Homes & Gardens at $1 
each. However, they must be 
sold to persons outside your own 
household; your own or your gift 
subscriptions cannot be counted. 





j BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
8212 Meredith Bidg., Des Moines, lowa 


I enclose $ ..... fer the attached 

| subscriptions (they must total 3 or more 

and your own cannot be included). Please 

| send me, postpaid, the Eastman Bullet 
camera. 


Sn 
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BEAUTIFUL PLANTS 
WITHOUT SOIL 
Grow soilless plants—an exciting adven- 
ture. With PLANTET, an economical 
nutrient solution, you can grow any 
plant that can be grown in soil. Easy to 
use. 75c bottle. Complete Unit, $2 plus 
postage (PLANTE tank, basket, 

ready to start seedlings). Free Folder. 
ELuSs ate Ay LINC. 
Dept. H, 92 Gr fair, N. J. 








HA’ GARDEN ana ALL- 
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Low “FACTORY-TO-FARM” Prices. 
2 te 8 Horsepower Models. Walk- 
ing and Riding Types, WRITE tor 

1@ DAY TRIAL PLAN 
and BIG FREE CATALOG. 


DU-ALL 






pia MFG. CO., 1612 Front St., Galesburg, Kans. 


4 Magneto Ave., Cotenee .; 130-A West 42nd 
ork; 668-A North St., Columbus, Obie 





LUEBERRIES Ganamenrat 


Be the first to raise CULTIVATED BLUE- 
BER RIES. The coming sensation. Very orna- 
men isite white bl ; leaves change 
from green to red; grows 6 ft. tall. Eat delicious 
jumbo sized berries with cream. Two to four 
bushes will supply average family with mouth- 
votes blueberry pies season. Big money-maker for planters. 
m 50c to 75c a quart. Fully described in our catalog of 

over 100 real bargains in planta, trees and shrubs. Write now. 
The Ackerman Nurseries, Box 14, Bridgman, Mich. 








Best Poultry Paper ctace a 


Helps increase Poultry Profits. Send coin or stamps. 
50 cents for 3 years or 10 cente for 6 months trial. 
Agents wanted. jcan Poultry Journal 
542 So. Clark Street Chicago, IMinois 





4 Camellia Japonicas $2.25 
A Ss mend red: Gt d—white; 
variegated Cultural direc- 
tions with Ae order. 

FRUITLAND WURSERIES, P. 0. Box 910-M, Augusta, Ga. 


aprce FREES 2° 


Blood Red and Yellow Delicious. Cherries, plums, pears. 
Berries, nuts, grapes, 3c. Ornamentals, etc. Catalog Free. 








TENN. NURSERY CO, Box 30, CLEVELAND, TENN. 











Giant blooms 
> 5 in. across and 2 inches thick, 
3 on sturdy, well-branched 3-ft. 
ae?) plants. A 15c-packet of seeds 
of each color, all 4 only 10c. 
Send dime Catal 
Burpee’s Catalog Free 
160 pages, over 200 flowers in 


aS color. Finest flowers and veg- 






Sly new. Guaran 
ayy, seeds, at low prices. 


Enclosed is 10c. Send 4 pkts. Zinnias. Sim 
= Send Burpee’s Seed Catalog Free. ti 
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